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APPENDIX 4.20

RESOLUTION OF U.P. LAW CLASS 1939 DECLARING ITS
UNQUALIFIED ADHERENCE TO THE NEW SOCIETY AND PLEDGING

ITS LOYALTY AND FEALTY TO PRESIDENT FERDINAND E. MARCOS

This resolution can be found among the files in the custody of the
PCGG. Marcos topped the bar examinations in 1939, as Marcos
loyalists love to remind people. Ferdinand Marcos was, of course, his
class’s most famous alumnus for reasons besides that. He was not the
only member of UP Law Class 1939 to become a guerrilla during the
war—writer-lawyer Abelardo Subido, a signatory in the following, was
one as well, as was Renato “Katoks” Tayag, who formed a law firm with
Marcos before the war. There were other members of Batch 1939 who
became fabulously wealthy, such as Marcos crony Roberto Benedicto.
But certainly, Marcos was the only member of his batch to become
senate president, then president, then dictator. This resolution was
signed about two months after the Supreme Court promulgated
Javellana v. Executive Secretary, which famously ends with the line “there
is no further judicial obstacle to the new [1973] Constitution being
considered in force and effect.” Thus, by the time this resolution was
signed, Marcos was not only the Batch 1939’s most distinguished
alumnus, he had become godlike in the legal field—a Supreme Court-
validated one-man legislature and chief executive. Or, in the words of
the resolution’s signatories, “the Grand Architect of our destiny.”

Source
Presidential Commission on Good Government Files (through Meynardo Mendoza

and the National Historical Commission of the Philippines), Roll No. 24, File No.
0193.
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WHEREAS, His Excellency, President Ferdinand E. Marcos, the most
distinguished member of Class 1939 of the College of Law, University
of the Philippines, jettisoned the old society and established the New
Society (Ang Bagong Lipunan) in order to eradicate the evils and
injustices which plagued the old order.

WHEREAS, it is incumbent upon the members of U.P. Law Class
1939 to give their unstinted support to their most distinguished
alumnus, His Excellency, President Marcos, to pledge their loyalty and
fealty to the ideals he stands for, and to work for the complete
realization of the great goals of the New Society.

NOW, THEREFORE, the members of the U.P. Law Class 1939,
duly represented by the incumbent officers of the U.P. Law Class ’39
Alumni Association, as their spokesman, do hereby resolve and declare
that U.P. Law Class ’39 adheres unconditionally and absolutely to the
New Constitution and to the salutary policies and noble principles of
the present administration of President Marcos as the Grand Architect
of our destiny.

IN TESTIMONY HEREOF, we, the officers of the U.P. Law Class
’39 Alumni Association, have hereunto affixed our signatures this
25th day of May at Manila, Philippines.

[SGD.]
ANTONIO M. NOBLEJAS
President, U.P. Law Class
’39 Alumni Association

[SGD.]
ABELARDO SUBIDO
Vice President

[SGD.]
REMEDIOS MIJARES-AUSTRIA
Secretary

[SGD.]
ABELARDO BUENAVENTURA
Vice President-Treasurer




