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EDSA 1985, MORE THAM JUST A POLI-
tical event, was a dramatic cultural affair. The
festive insurrection that accompanied the
Enrile-Ramos mutiny was the most concrete
manifestation, the apex, of a cullural ethos
hitherte |atent and rare in its occurrence in
Philippine history, Before that of course, there
was first that child-like -adulation for Cory
Aguino as the presidential candidate and as the
widow of a slain senator held with passion by
millions of Filipinos whose previously unheard-
of vigilance in the polls practically derailed the
grand cheating plan of the decades-old Marcos
rmachineny,

Despite this novelty of an insurrectionary
evant in contemporary Philippine history, it is
rather unfortunate that such behavior still begs
for a proper reckoning. That while many
meticuious Filipino analysts have already split
hairs on the most inconsequential detail of the
EDSA event, very few ever bothered to go deeply
as to why that insurrection happened and why
all that festivity in the first place, Fewer still have
ventured the questions why of all people, it was
the hitherto unorganized and politically passive
urban middle class that undertock such a
revolutionary act, and hence, what were the
goival motive forces of that insurrection?
Moreover, beyond the interest of mere academic
inquiry lies an important lesson that has escaped
and still escapes Filipino progressives and
revolutionaries—i.e. the question of how to har-
ness and utilize this potent behavior for pres-
ent and future progressive goals.

Strange as it may seem that a cultural event
such as EDSA 1986 is yet wanting for a cultural

inguiry when its political and economic dimen-
sions already consist voluminous interpreta-
tions, another issue, perhaps more controversial
this time, crops up. Consider this: the popularity
of the Aquino government is an undisputable
reality and this fact is that which essentially trig-
gered the passionate debates raging at present
within revolutionary circles. The issue of par-
llamentarist versus guerrilla strategies revolve
around this fact, much in the same way that
aother issues such as the conjunctural versus
structural-essentialist analyses, the olassical
Leninist versus the Bonapartist conceptions of
the State, and even the united front project ver-
sus sparrow warfare also contain this fact as
a necessary given.

Yet this popularity of Cory Aguino has not
even been thoroughly questioned and investi-
gated. Basic questions like what are the actual
bases of such popularity?, how can a widow
capture the imagination of the masses sa easily
yet so tenaciously?, and what is it in the masses
that makes them susceptible to a personality as
Cary Aguino? have never really been clarified
and extensively tackled. Hence, the crucial prob-
lematic of identifying points of possible inter-
vention, integral to a more realistic and effective
revolutionary strategy, has virtually been sur-
rendered without a fight.

Had such inguiries been surrendered only to
the academe, perhaps Filipino revolutionaries
would not have faced practical problems. But
sadly, it would appear that the conservative
forces of Philippine society are the ones havinga
succassful time utilizing the lessons of such
inquiries for their own ends. The plebiscite and
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the congressional elections, and the fast spread-
ing anti-communist vigilante groups attest to
this success.

Tha electoral exercises ciled above were dis-
mal failures for Filipino progressives and
revolutionares. Therein, their high hopes of
translating thair mass base support into elactive
posltions were dampened by the impressive vic-
torles of conservative politiclans: especially
those who made it a point to identify themselves
with Cory Aquino, "New politics'' was trounced

“Had such inquiries been sur-
rendered only to the academe, then
perhaps Filipino revolutionaries
would not have faced practical pro-
blems."”

convincingly and In certain areas considered as
controlled by the guerrillas, repons have it that
prograssive candidates evan lost heavily. Not a
few were dismayed to view the much-vaunted
new Filipino preferring the gimmickry of tradi-
tional politicians instead of the Left's campaign
of issues and principles.

Still dizzy with that unexpected complete
dafeat at the polls, Filipino revolutionaries wers
soon confronted by the worrisome anti-
communist vigitantes. Clothed in mysterious
religiosity and having the military &s their high
priest, these vigilantes spread across the islands
with amazing speed and popularity, like fire in a
haystack. Its strength and potency would later
on reach important proportions that national
leaders would make it an issue for their political
grandstanding. Even President Aquino and Car-
dinal Sin, perhaps in an etfort to endear them-
selves to these vigilantes who suspect that thay
connive with the Communists, have endorsed
therm. Meanwhile, due to these vigilantes™ religi-
ous preponderance and their effective fanatic-
style of fighling. some guerrilla fronts of the
revolutionaries were slowly threatened, ercded of
sUupportandinthe case of Davao, once considersed
as'the laboratory of urbanguerriiia strategy, over-
taken,

The tactical setbacks that these wvigilantes
inflicted on the mevolutionary movement are
scandalous, especially in the light of history
Resambling so much the Sakdal and Pulajanes
millenarian-populist rebels of the Amencan
colonial period, these vigllantes, unlike thelr
precursors who fought for progressive ideals,
curiously task themselves at present with con-
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servative and counter-revolutionary aims.
Whereas in the moral dichotamy of the good and
the evil, the Sakdalistas and the Pufafanes
ascribed evll on anything Establishment and
colonial, these modern-day armed messiahs
ironically subscribe to Reagan’s anti-corhmunist
worldview. And since these vigilantes can suc-
cessfully generate anti-communist hysteria, they
have become integral components gf what is
now implemented as the 'Low Intensity Conflict,’

Perhaps it would be superfluous at this pointio
state that what all these Indicate |s that the
national democratic paradigm for Philippine
revolution lacks the cultural tools for integrat-
ing. much less utilizing, the abovementioned cul-
tural slements. And as such, they were left to be
used effectively by the conservative sectors of
Philippine saciety. This paper shall attermnpt to pro-
videinitial inputs as to the objective and subjective
reasans why the national democratic ‘liberative
cultura” has failed to reckon for ils own use these
cultural slements which canbe consideredto be so
crucial that the prasent slump in the revolutionary
momantum can be overcome once they ara prop-
erly addressed.

Objective Problems of the Counter-Hegemonizing
Praject

The cultural struggle is oftentimas squated with
the concept of a counter-hegemonizing project,
Hegamony represents that situation whereln a
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dominant class maintains its rule over society
not only through the use of force via the State
instruments but primarily through intellectual
and moral leadership. In such societies, prog-
ressives and revolutionaries do not only possess
tha classical task of smashing the State struc-
turas or breaking up the political society, bul
mare important, they must be victorious first on
the level of the civil society where that active
congent given by the masses to the State existsin
its daily form. A revolutionary hegemonizing pro-
ject therefore must not be constrained by the
comporative-economic interests of the revolution
if It wishes to be effective and successful in its
political strategies and intentions. Otherwise, it
is llkely to encounter defeat in the civil sociaty
and therefore, lose out in the open struggle
against the State,

If the project must not be the direct functions of
economics and its sine gua non politics, where
must counter-hegemony be based? The ltalian
philosopher Gramsci asserts that bases can be
found in the masses own worldview, in what is
often called as ‘commoaon sense’. Theorizing that
this mass culture is not monolithically consen-
sual to the ideas propagated by the hegemonic
ruling class as such culture contains a variety of
elements, some of which may actually contradict
the dominant ideclogy, Gramsci tasked
revolutionaries with the responsibilities of mak-
ing these elements crifical and redirecting them
loward revolutionary geoals. In his Prison
Nofebooks, he wrote

Creating a new culture does not mean
one's own Individual “original” dis-
coveries, It . .means the diffusion in a crit-
ical form of truths already discovered, their
‘socialization’ as it were. and even making
them the basis of vital action,

The problem of the organic base of the
State, under this prescription, then is confronted
with an arganic solution, Therefore, the moment
of actual seizure of State power becomes more
of function, a mere consequence of a last
episode in the successful cultural struggle,

But of course, in societies where the dominant
class does not lead by consent and uses force
instead, the strictly economic-based counter-
hegemonizing project retains its practical effi-
cacy. In such societies, the project oftentimes
becomes a direct apprentice and derivative of the
smash-the-State strategy and whose completion
is utterly dependent on success of this strategy.
Gramseci in analyzing the Russian revolution
points out that one of the main reason why
Lenin's strategy of directly seizing State power
succeeded was because the civil society in Rus-
sia at that time was weak and that the State was
avarything,

And in the case of Philippines, it can be said
that one of the major reasons why the revolutio-

nary movement's fate has shifted so radically
froam an accelerating momentum to a sudden
marginalization in the immediate pre- and
post-EDSA period is because the recent history
of its society also manifested radical shifts inits
nature,

Philippine society, especially after the Second
World War, can be considered as one of the
most consensus-based societies in the South-
east Asian region. While its neighboring coun-
tries experienced bitter civil wars and
authoritarianism, Philippine society practicedlib-
eral democracy with such ease that it elicited
Western flattery as "the showcase of democracy
in Asia’, Despite the often-exaggerated Huk
rebellion of the |late 405 which was generally
only a Central Luzon affair, Filipinos entrusted
their basic interests to political parties and
elected their political representatives into office.
Class conflicts, while not resolved, were
nevertheless mediated and de-amplified by the
mechanisms of Congress, Often their resolution
were simply delayed. Reinforced by the Huk
debacle, the ordinary Filipino's phobia of viol-
ence in confronting the State was translated into
trust, albeit pessimistic. for the systam.

“Ome of the major reasons why the
movement's fate has shifted so
radically... is because Philippine
society also manifested radical shifts
in its nature.”’

Marcos' declaration of martial law in 1972,
however, would radically alter this organic base
of Philippine state and society. As the tradi-
tional ramparts of liberal democracy were
destroyed, so were the ramparts of ruling class
hegemony also demolished. Though Marcos
tied to institute new bases of consensus
through the 'New Society' institutions, a vital dif-
ference now existed. Whereas in the two-party
set-up of liberal democracy, blame was dis-
persed and whatever merit redound to the whole
system, the mere fact that Marcos'
authoritarianism singled him out as the sole
leader of society and therefore responsible for
anything in it, any blame or grievance became
his doing. Up to the time when foreign loans
brought superficial progress among the masses
and when most of his programs have not yet
produced their deadligst effects, Marcos
enjoyed a certain amount of legitimacy. But
when the economic crises of the 80s set in, his
administration was put by many Filipinos under
grave doubt, Moreover, with the unprecedented
militarization of Philippine society, it became
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apparant to the masses that the only thing that
legitimized the Marcos government was its
monopoly of force through its military suppor-
taer.

It was during this periced that the armed
revolutionary movement grew and thiived, As
the only effective and serious opposition of the
Marcos government, the movement attracted
many adherents and sympathizers into its fold,
Its daring offensives, economic sabolage, politi-
cal pressures and tactical military campaigns
against the wnpopular government became
moral issues among the unorganized masses
the Marcos government was using naked force.
50 the logical and moral response was also
force. And at the eve of Marcos' downfall, it was
virtually existing as a de facto government in
marny areas that were under its ideslogical and
military clout,

Recognizing the masses' tendency Lo explain
the fight against Marcos from a moral-
intellectual standpoint, the moverment naturally
tried to refocus their attention to the iniquitous
political-economic system. By the early 80s
when the legal mass movement resurfaced in
the urban cenlers and whose intensity was peak-
ing, it seemed that the underground’s capture of
State power was only a question of time,

The assassination of Senator Banigno Aguino
and the events that succeeded it, however,
became the movement's rival locus of anti-
Marcos struggle, The assassination was
undoubtedly a moral question and hatred for the
Marcos regime, however spaken in whispers,
grew further.

It was during this period that a noticeable
slump in the revelulionary movement's palitical
struggle occurred, as manifested in the tactical
organizational setbacks incurred by national
democratic mass movement, particularly in the
field of coalition politics with other progressive
groupings. Simultansously, the traditional
politicians displaced by Marcos's one-man rule
resurged. Familiar on how to exploit a moral
quastion, these politicians were able to man-
euver and re-position themselves amid the con-
sternation of the commaon progressive, Even the
social democrals, hitherto rendered politically
negligible when compared to the ideclogically-
sound MDs, wereable to bolster their ranks, due
mainly to their Christian morality-based politics,

The period between the post-Aquino assassi-
nation and pre-EDSA therefore became a test of
bases of consensus-building — l.e. where can
the masses be drawn, in the primarily politico-
econcmic ar in the primarily moral? It was
immensely possible at that time for national
demaocrats to dispel such polarity of choices as
history is replete with examples of Marxist-lad
and Marxist-influenced groups successfully
balancing the dialectics between the two. But
unfortunately, events would reinforce such
polarity, Further atternpts at coalition-building
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and united front projects with the social democ-
rats, liberal democrats and the so-called
‘bourgeois reformists’ failed for a variety of
reasons ranging from alleged dogmatism and
sectaranism to personality differences. Fast
being isolated from the then-emerging palitical
mainstream, the national democrats neverthe-
less sought comfort in their own also-
strengthening ranks. A temporary stalemate
between the two anti-Marcos camps ensued,

The snap elections and the succeeding events
at EDSA would decisively break this stalemate in
favar ofs-the moralizers. Cory Aguino became
their rallying point. that moral-intellectual leader
of the post-Marcos sociely, This victory of the
moral base however. may only have been cir-
cumstantial, Some aobservers note that had Mar-
cos succeeded in militarily defeating the mutin-
aus farces of Enrile and Ramaos, then the slated
welgang bayan insurrection of the national
democrats would have enjoyed the fall-out of
disenchantment and the maoral rallying point
would have been them instead of Cory Aguinag,

But as the events taok their course, the forces
identified with the apparently morafly-pristine
Cory Aquino were able to take over the govern-
mantl. And as the new leaders quickly worked for
the restoration of the institutions Marcos
destroyed, a sociely of consansus reemerged,
this time more vibrant and possibly for that
immediate peried, indalible.

Mary analysls upon seeing how this govern-
ment would latar sq'u_andur almest every oppor-
tunity at social reform would be baffled as ta
why the mass of people that instituted that gov-
grmment remain passive and even supportive of
it. Their scandalization would be further justified
as the elections under this government re-took
the personalistic and therefore shallow, farm.
They nate Lo their amazement that the people
evan make excuses for this government, But all
these observations carry a fTundamental incan-
gruence: their critiques are based on the
economic-political standpoint yet the object of
their criticism mainly revolve around the moral-
cultural, The masses of people that carried an
insurrection at EDSA ware there basically for
Cory Aguino and everything therefore revolve
arcund her. While this may sound pedestrian by
o, it is An undeniable fact which must be the
starting point of any strategy intenl on sucoess-
fully working for social change. And such suc-
cess lie in precisely confronting and attempting
to grapple with this fact.

Subjective Problems

What barred the national democrats from
seeing the revolutionary potentials of this cul-
tural element? What caused them not to foresee
their impending possible marginalization (n the
minds of the masses that participated in EDSAT

The answers can be found in their paradigm of



[\ reace 2 o %5 *t
revolution which at this point, on hindsight, can
be said to have lacked a thorough culluralist
parspective, Hence, they were nol able to diag-
nose that crucial shift in the minds of the masses
given the snap elections which presented an
opportunity for the masses’ ‘common sense’ (o
be translated as a material force that shall estab-
llsh & new political system,

Briefly, these are some of the maln hind-
rances in the paradigm that prevented an
exhaustive Intervention in the realm of
culture.

First, the arena of the cultural revolution is
sean to be mainly present in the field of
revolutionary literature and the aris, While such
revalution indeed can be found in these fislds,
its limitation to these prevenis the appreciation
of the arena of civil society where day-to-day
activities of unorganized masses are guided by
‘common sense'. an arena where definitely the
cultural revolution must commence. A clear
example of the flawed tendency such a view
engenders |s the position held by one Esparanza
del Pueblo who, in calling for a new cuitural
revolution, equated It with a revolution in prog-
ressive literary techniques and conventions
That the problem of revelulionizing mass con-
sciousness — obviously a question of content —
she reduced to a question of form may indeed
represent an unforiunate progressive tendency.
Especlally when literary publications (more so,
progressive) in the country in general, is Inac-
cessible to the greater majority of the popula-
tian,

Second, an aggravating factor is the notion of
lajse consclousness, that is, the oftentimes
swoeping view of ‘common sansa’ as an ideolog-
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“These vigilantes, whose basic i
motivation ts the moral dichotomy of
evil and good, sprouted only after the

EDSA events!”
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ical expression and mystification of the inlquit-
ous economic realities. Many writers, lor exam-
ple, have attacked the so-called 'feudal culture’
manifested in the patriarchal-paternalistic rela-
tionship between paliticians and the electorate,
and in the numercus religious rituals and prac-
tices that allegedly inspires awe and submission
toward the powerful elites. While this is again
indeed true, many have forgotten that an essen-
tial part of this feudal culture is tha tradition of
bandolerismo (social banditry) and pamumun-
dok [literally: going to the mountain, denoting
armed strugale). options that the masses histori-
ezlly and desirably resorted to, and options that
were not without religious mativations, The his-
tory of Filipino millenarian-populist movements
which sprouted throughout centuries dispels the
view that Catholic icons, rituals and practices
have always been tools of colonial and class sub-
jugation, as these same elements can be seen lo
have decorated, motivated and sometimes. prop-
plled these ‘class-in-itself’ rebel movements. (An
interesting insight: religious elements |ike
statues of Virgin Mary and rosaries were very
conspicuous at EDSA during the insurrection.)

Third, and corollarly, is the economic reflac-
tionist view of culture and counter-culture,
Since it is assumed that culture is directly an
axpression ol the semi-colonial and semi-feudal
politico-economic mode, a libarative culture
must themfore be an anti-colonial and anli-
feudal one, While indeed this must be the case,
what usually happens is that the fixation on
these politico-economic purposes generally
result to a liberative culture which is basically
reactive. Following Gramsci's points, such
create a new one rather than make critical an
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existing cufture which is nol monolithic and
contains a multitude of potentially, if not actuai-
ly. progressive and revolutionary elements. The
anli-communist vigilantes is again a case in
point. As of yel, progressive analyses have
largely ascribed the phenomenon of the
bushfire-like spread of these vigilantes to the
counter-insurgency strategy of 'Low Intensity
Conflict’, Attempts o analyze them on politico-
economic. grounds have more or less failed
slnce these vigilanties belong to the peasantry
and urban poor. In the case of Davao City, the
vigllantas are even former guerrillas and mass
sympathizars of the movement. A coincidence is
that these vigilantes, whose baslc motivation is
the moral dichatemy of evil and good, sprouted
only after the EDSA evants!

Lastly, the positivist social science distinction
regarding the areas o human behavior remains
unguestioned and is upheld in progressive
analysis. This parhaps is the rootl of all the
abovementioned flaws. It has been very comman
to sharply distinguish the economic activity to
the political and the cultural, as if the rigidity of
categories exist In the real life of the masses
Worsa, cultural activity Is ascribed those ele-
ments which remain after the economic and the
political has already been stripped. As such, in
progressive inquiries, cullural activity is
assigned tha realm of folklores, literature and
the arts, and yes, moral values seen as secon-
dary or even tertiary {\.e. after the economic and
the political) driving forces of human/mass
behavior.

Conclusion

A note on the present national democratic
strategy on the cultural realm in particular, and
on the political in general: the movemeant now
has tasked its activists to persist and intensify
their efforts at "exposing’ the “true nature’ of the

Definitive forecasts... are not possible
since national democratic praxis
centered on armed struggle carries
with it also the cultural-historical

Aguino government. Specifically, cultural
activists In the theater and the arts were hald
responsible for the task of exposing to the peo-
ple the fake character of among other things,
“reconcialition, reformism, pariamemtarism and
the popularity of Cory Aquine'' as they sesk to
aducate the people on the historical necessities
of the armed struggle, the national democratic
revolution, and the deceitful nature of the pres-
ent Philippine state. Deflinitive forecasts on
whether this venture will be successful or nol
are al this point not [ustiflably possible as the
situation is so fluid and national demooratic
praxis centered on armed struggle, howevar
flawed it may be politically to many obaervers,
carry with it also the cultural-historical consant
ol pamumundokismo. Mareover, as one of the
main strategically significant social force in
Phllippine soclety today, it carries with It the
sell-fullilling logic of revalutionary praxis.

Therefore a fiarce struggle botween two
hegemanizing projects can now be witnessed,
Projections, however, based on trends can be
made; that If the Aquino gevernment, aslab-
lishad through the active consensus al the
citizenry, will be able to hold onto that cultural
assel. no amount or perhaps a very large and
difficult amount of ‘exposing’ efforts on the pan
of the national democrats can delegitimize it an
the short term. If it resorts to the rule of force,
and triggers another round of serious ecenomic
crises. it may follow the exact footsteps of the
Marcos regime. And perhaps by that time, the
strategic military game plan of protracted peo-
ple’s war of the national democrats will be, like
in February 1988, again lemporarily made to
logk irrelevant by another successful peopla's
uprising: this time in their faver. But still, such
will depend again on being there at the right
time and at the right place. Or more important,
on creating it! And this will in turn, depend on
how national democrats consider the cultural
questions presented.






