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or extinguished, “it is as if a whole, irreplaceable library has burned
down.” f language, however, two things need to be said. hile one’s
native language is an obvious marker of identity or difference,
language is not a simple given or simply inherited, it must be
learned, deepened, bent, and made one’s own. nd one should not
think in terms of either or in language use, of chauvinisms of
language. There is a value in speaking out of one’s home language,
but there is value as well in multilingualism and the traffic of
languages. That Mindanao has been called a “melting pot” of
languages is a testament to the region’s linguistic richness and
dynamism. These are values that need to be cultivated and
preserved. was, for instance, in a creative writing workshop here
in avao years ago, and we were discussing texts written in
“Cebuano.” ne participant asked whether one should use Cebuano
as it was spoken or written in Cebu as the standard. replied, No,
one should use the language as it was used here in avao.
further resource of location is the physical environment.
hat can we draw from the environment we inhabit that would
make of the literature we produce something distinctive To cite an
example, we live in a maritime country, and this is particularly
evident in regions like the isayas, which has been described as a
mini Mediterranean, and places like outheastern Mindanao and the
ulu archipelago. et, do not think that this fact is evident enough
in the literature we produce.
speak of place not ust as a matter of setting and sub ect
matter in our writings but of those ualities that come with living in
a maritime world, such ualities as movement, contact and
exchange, the porousness of borders, of what is outward rather than
inward looking, of what is fluid and hybrid rather than what is
settled and sedentary. ow are these ualities expressed in our
writings
inally, there is the resource afforded by local history and
tradition. ndigenous poetic and rhetorical forms, for instance, are a
source that writers can draw from, as in the example of today’s
Cebuano poets drawing from the komposo and duplo in writing
poetry that cultivates the values of orality, open endedness, wit,
irreverence even crassness , direct address, and social comment.
e need more examples of the many possibilities in local history
and local artistic forms that we have not fully exploited.

Reading and Writing the Region

5

6

LIRIP

Journal of Interdisciplinary Studies

labor of knowledge, imagination, and craft.
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