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From the General Editors

Ever since it was established more than a hundred years ago, the Depart-
ment of Anthropology has always had the Museum of Anthropology/H.
Otley Beyer’s collections as its alter ego. With the museum cast as fun-
damentally a “teaching museum”, there is one important mission that
our publication hopes to achieve, which is, to support and nurture the
Anthropology Field School (AFS) in the BA Anthropology curriculum.

Thus, the second issue of our inaugural volume of anthropoZINE aims to
share collective learnings, experiences, and insights from the AFS field-
work held between July and August of 2022 in La Trinidad (Benguet),
Baguio City, and ‘Dangwa’ bagsakan in Manila, where the BA Anthro-
pology juniors have explored ‘flows, processes, and intersections’ of the
world-famous Benguet flower industry. Dr Hector Guazon, AFS Director
(with the able support of his deputy, Assistant Professor Neen Sapalo)
has put the students’ interesting topics together for publication, guided
by the frameworks of Making, Assemblage, and Embodied Ecology, as
well as by his familiarity and deep knowledge of Cordillera communities.
All this was implemented during the trying episode of the Pandemic,
when strict Covid-19 safety and health protocols were still in place all
over the country.

Do take time to read through the articles and essays in this issue. They
are the product of young researchers’ courage and resilience, just as
much as they are a result of productive collaboration, partnership and
sincere engagement with communities.

Welcome to the second issue of the maiden volume of the anthropoZINE,
the official refereed publication of the University of the Philippines H.
Otley Beyer Museum of Anthropology.

Carlos P. Tatel, Jr.
Maria F. Mangahas
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Introduction

The Flow of Things and Bodies: The Production of Flowers in La Trinidad,
Benguet

Hector Guazon

Amey takod num-a (Let’s go to the garden): A rapid ethnography on cut
flower farming as an adaptive strategy in Sitio Lamut

This paper explores how the cut-flower gardens are sources of learning and livelihood to the gardineros of
flower farmers.

Precious Angelica A. Echague

May Bulutong Ang Flower Ko (My Flower Has Chickenpox):
Anthropomorphizing Illness in the case of Sitio Lamut, Brgy. Beckel, La
Trinidad

An investigation of the process of ascription and translation of human illnesses to flowers such as
chrysanthemum (Dendranthema grandiflora), also known as radus in Sitio Lamut.

Mark Alen H. Habal

From Flower Farming to Agritourism: The Conditions of (Dis)entanglements
and Material (im)mobility in Bahong, La Trinidad amid COVID-19

Tracing the inflows and outflows of flowers in Bahong, La Trinidad, Benguet during the COVID-19 pandemic
uncovers how the owners of flower farms rely on overlapping and extending networks that have provided
livelihood and shaped aspirations in times of crises.

Chelsea Denise Aquino, Jericco Calanog, Jeydah Mari Cawed, Ma. Angelika
Guce, and Hector Guazon

From Bahong Flower Farms to the Dangwa Flower Market: Tracing the flow
of cut-flowers, agents, and local knowledge

This study shows how local knowledge corresponds to (un)certainties brought forth by socioeconomic forces
and crisis moments in the production of flowers in Bahong and beyond, the ways local knowledge may be
reconfigured due to material (im)mobility, and the various third-party inclusions and systems that have
affected the process of distribution.

Dale V. Mercurio, Garrick S. Ng, Jonahlyn Rose S. Pagdanganan,

and Hector Guazon

Bloom Network: Seasonality in the lives of flower market actors and the
networks formed in the Dangwa flower economy

Through on-ground site visits and interviews in the flower market in Dangwa, Sampaloc, Manila, the research
looks at the network of lines of human and nonhuman actors as they intersect, engage, and entangle social
and material life, discussing which months flower-buying usually peaks and the specific occasions that
significantly affect the flower demand; how seasons manifest in the daily lives of the human actors involved;
and the networks that are established and maintained in the whole enterprise.

Alyssandra Mariel Costa and Aundrei Raphael Villaraza

Geday: An exploration of the local knowledge of landslides in

Sitio Lamut, La Trinidad, Benguet

Against the backdrop of chemical farming on the mountain landscape, flower farmers negotiate safety and
security, destruction and deliverance, where landslides act simultaneously as reason for loss and for hope.
Danielle R. Casipit and Francesca D.Mauricio
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Water Flows in Sitio Lamut: A Study on the Value, Acquisition, and
Embodied Relationships of a Local Community with Water

This research traces the stories of flows of water in Lamut, Beckel, interrogating the local perception of and
value given to water, the embodied relationships of a local community to the abundance and scarcity of
water, how they respond to it, and the policy changes they want for the community.

Princess Veronica Cruz and Nathan Ramos

The Limits and Possibilities of “Garage”: An Ethnographic Exploration on
the Local Transportation System of Bahong, La Trinidad, Benguet amid the
COVID-19 Pandemic

The study investigates the emergence of the informal transport system in Bahong, the driver’s aspirations,
the challenges this entails to the community, and the significant role it plays to the mobility of the residents,
especially amid the conditions of COVID-19.

Jessel G. Dela Torre, Sophia Jireh D. Guerrero, and Hector Guazon

An Ethnographic Study on the Spatial and Symbolic Narratives of
Shilan-Beckel Road Users

In examining Barangay Beckel as a thoroughfare, this study aims to know how users perceive and experience
the road, why they use it, how they negotiate with it, and, in the process, shape their lives.

Putri Layla Wadi

Kapwa at Kapamilya: Relationship and Networks Among Flower Farmers in
Sitio Lamut, Brgy. Beckel, La Trinidad, Benguet

A look into the relationships between the flower farmers, navigating between kapwa and kapamilya, that led
to their relative prosperity.

Joanne Grace De Guzman and Mikka Zaila Palisoc

Mapteng ja biag (a beautiful life): A study on the child-rearing practices of
farmers amidst agricultural shift in Bahong’s farms

This paper focuses on the child-rearing practices and how they correspond with the shifting source of
livelihood of the actors in Sitio Central Bahong, La Trinidad, Benguet, covering the themes of their nutritional
diet, way of discipline, and parental aspirations.

Jennina A. Licos, Ruth Roque, and Hector Guazon

“Igorot” Dogs: A multispecies ethnographic research on the

social, economic, and embodied relationships between humans and dogs in
Barangay Beckel, La Trinidad

Looking into the local notions of dogs and the appropriation of dogs, the researcher found that dogs and
people both take active parts in co-constructing the special bond that (re)shapes the culture, which is
observable in Beckel even today.

Gianina Elisha Ortega

The Making of the University of the Philippines Anthropology Field School
2022

Drawing on the researchers’ unique positionality as participants of the field school, the paper is a result of
a process of conversation, insight-building, theoretical plotting, and data analysis done in the course of the
field school’s face-to-face and online components.

Joulianna Ysabel C. Cagurangan, Doms Cordero, Marvin D. Dorosan, Bryan
Pauchano, and Franchesca Emery M. Santiago



