
Untying the Knot: Tracing the Entwined History of Anthropology and Sociology in UP was one of the highlights
of the year-long commemoration of the 100th year of the former Department of Anthropology and Sociology in
the University of the Philippines. Curated by undergraduate students of the UP Department of Anthropology
(Anthro Department)—Doms Cordero, Angela Seth Tala, Ariana Katherine Vergara, Regina Kyle Buco, Danielle
Casipit, P.A. Echague, Cathryne Enriquez, Joshua Macapia, Francesca Mauricio, Dale Mercurio, Chesca
Santiago, Franchesca Salvador, Joulianna Cagurangan, Moira Tiongson and Haly Zabala—the online exhibit ran
from October 2021 until March 2022. It was a challenge to accomplish a project encapsulating a history that
spans a century but even more so because such a project was to be done in the time of the pandemic.  

To start sewing a good narrative, the students needed to find significant references and collect relevant exhibit
materials to highlight important periods in the shared history of the two departments. Dr. Carlos P. Tatel's (2014)
article titled, “Anthropology and Sociology at UP: Lessons from an Academic Union, 1914-1951,” provided the
main content used to retrace the history of the disciplines in the University. The students also reached out to the
University Library Filipiniana Section and the University Records Section Archives Division to ask for help in
accessing books and old course catalogues. They gathered additional online references and interviewed the elders
from the two Departments: Dr. Belen Medina (retired Professor of Sociology) and Dr. Michael Tan (Professor
Emeritus of Anthropology). Dr. Medina graciously shared her own photos which gave life and nostalgia to the
exhibit. Meanwhile, Professor Emeritus of Sociology Randy David allowed the students to access parts of his
previous lecture on the subject. 

The whole curation process was consultative and collaborative. The students were guided by curatorial advisers
from the Anthro Department—Dr. Carlos Tatel, Jr. and Dr. Maria Mangahas. They also sought advice from the
UP Diliman Department of Sociology through a feedback session attended by Prof. Josephine Dionisio, Dr.
Clemen Aquino, Prof. Samuel Cabuag, and Prof. Hannah Nario-Lopez. Their insights were instrumental in
polishing the flow of the narrative of the exhibit. Members of the Anthro Department undergraduate committee
—Prof. Reginaldo Cruz and Prof. Edwin Valientes— copyedited the exhibit content, while the Administrative
Officer, Ms. Glenda Fugaban, provided administrative and logistical support. Mr. Herbie Villafranca deserves our
gratitude for developing the actual exhibit website exactly like how we imagined it would be. 

We are sincerely thankful that the Anthro Department wholeheartedly supported this project and entrusted it to
the undergraduate students. It was indeed a gigantic task but the success of the exhibit was a testament to the hard
work, dedication, and immense talent of our students. To us, Untying the Knot was a very meaningful tapestry
because the narrative that the students have woven was not merely an unfurling of the past, but of a story that is
still unfolding. We eagerly wait to witness the next chapter, as we continue to be part of the entwined future of
the two disciplines.  
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