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0. Iptroduction, This presentation-of the phonological. features

of Cotabato Manobo]' is based on Kenneth L. Pike's approach as

presented in Part II of Language in Pelation to a Unified Theory of

the Strqcture of Human Behaviorai in which Pike makes 'é:'cﬁlicli.t
the fa-ét _th?t, ip}hppollogic.al_structures of languége are Bi'efarchi-cal-iy-
ordereé, Phonological, lexical and grammatical structures
co;'nprise re specgively the phonological, lexical and é{famma_ticél '
hie rarchiles of language,

In this presentation, only those structure s which form the

levels of the phonological hierarchy will be dealt with, DeSCription
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will begin at the top le'vel of the hierarchy--utterance--to the most
minimal contrastive unit, the phoneme.

Chart I presents a Summai'y of the phonological levels, Vertical
-arrows indicate that the structures from lower levels are the units
which comprise the structures of higher levels. Thus the utterance,
‘defined as a stretch of speech by one individual, is co.mposed of one
or more breath groups, each of which in turn is composed of units
from the next lower level, Horizontal arrows indicate the potential
for structures at one level to be coterminous with those of aﬁot.her
level. Thus an utterance may at the same time be a stress group,

a contour group, a pause g.;foup and a breath éroup, An utterance,
however, is never i:::;terminous with a s'ylzléinle. o-r a pﬁbneme.

Il, Breath group. A breath group is defined as a stretch of |
speech within an utterance, Bounded by intake of breath and pau%e.
Cptional release oflbi‘eath may also occur as a feature of closure
of a breath group,

Breath groups are composed of from one to th'ree-.'pause
groups, as illuétrated in the following examples, A bfeath group
which is comprised of a singlé pause group is cote:rn;iﬁous vclr.ith

that pause gtoup,
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Example:

0 | o
- 1. madoqo de sini nalagaq de sini quton //3

'There were many cooked fish, !

Chart T

Levels of the Phonological' Hierarchy .

UTTERANCE <

LM

BREATH GROUP ¢—

T

PAUSE GROUP «—|

7

' "CONTOUR GROUP «—

i

STRESS GROUP <«—

[

SYLLABLE

PHONE ME

- LI ey (N o I
2, mangay da kmnuwa/ ‘dumapag- de sa bnlad [ di //

'They came to get it, they came near her, '

—

%/ tumugag de tugan di sini quton / si malalag toboy



magasag tigitu //

'Now, she roasted the fish on the fire, did Melalag Toboy who

is very thin.'

A bréath group may end with a nonfinal contour group (example

4 below), or a final contour group (example 5 below), _

4, diyaq sa wg ya // 'in the water,'
5. magasag ‘g// "I am thin, !

2, Pause group, A pause group is defined as a stretch of
speech occurring betw.een definite pauses. A pause group is
bounded by either an intake of breath and .pause or just by pause,
Definite pause is distihguished frqm hesitation pause by three
factors, Hesitation pause can only carry a level contour (example
é. ); hesitation pause may have repeats or ;orrections (example 7, );
the overt hesitation,_markgr may occur in Conju}n‘ction _wi_th ﬁesitation
pause (example 8, ), He sitation pause is indi’cai;éd in the e).ca;.l.n[._;les

§

by a series of three periods (e



—
6. kakuwa di, ., langun taman ! d_1// 'He got. .. everything of his, '
 —

:
7. diyaq pa...divaq pa...kuwa, ..salapin tanag pa...

"There, ., ,there,, . kuwa, on the otherside of the earth, . . '

IS i W ey SRR S [
8. gilingan di kuwa., . . sinalatsaq kuwayan wayag di tukeqey//
— - i oceines
'It is like.. . split bamboo water, there is very little of it.'

2.1. Pause groups are composed of from one to seven

contour groups (examples 9-15),

9. ganan pakadiyaq giyug| di// 'It is all over her back, '

10, sinalatsag kuwayan wayag di tukegey//

'... split bamboo water, there is very little of it, !

(T . WO s

11, langun palig langun lawa ganan palliq// 'All sores, all

her body is covered with sores, '

e nd NI st s EUUNL |
12, gangatangat ka guwagan di gakan guwagan di tumi bah//

""You wait", he said, "I", he.said, "will have to make a

clearing, '
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] i 1 |
13, qantap divaq padu ke givawe bakan duqu busaw dugan gitagug

di dalya // '"WVe guess that it was not an evil spirit,

there is something he put thete, '

14, guwagan gi kuwa,.. guwagsn gi dulangan mipanaw pangagbatan

qgaput ka guwagan di sa lagkiyumang guwaqan di tapay da

T

kakuwa // "Who-is-it. szid, . . D=langan.said, VI will go

look for you'', he said, "even if hermit cfa.'b", he said,

"hides you, '

o led Bossend  ed e ™ L

15, agsandag mateqel taga ko guwagan Sijiia;waiki'guwagﬁn di

1 1 |
nasalup ganan palliq // ""T'm not getting around

well, look', she said, ""my body'", she sald, "a'l covered

with sores " !

3. Contour group, A_cohtour grdup is defined as a stretch
of speech coterminous with an intonation contour, Only three
significant intonation contour levels have so far Eeen identified, 3
Some of the ways in which these three levels form various

intonation contours are illustrated in examples 16-23,



16, mahA4gtaw de| polo// 't is high?' (question)
17, mahagtaw| de "t is high, v (aﬁs%&rér)
i . - l.—.___ s .- e A . o1 ‘.'.'b ]
18, getaw laplap // _ 'Cr laplap (name of song)?
| (qﬁé's-tioxra) -
19, lapllap// ; . 'Laplap.'  (answer)
20, likug ,ﬂ de// ¢ 'You go home,' (ip.::%nger)
21, lumikug _Y_l:l| de// . -!'You go home now, ! (polite order)
r_'_l' __.... . Vi N
22, lumikug'yude//. . - - 'Are you going home now? '
_(question)
=23, We (e};:lclusli;{re)léll.-; ébing ‘home -

now,' (gnsixéei')
Contour groups constitute pause gi‘o-u_p_s. Contour,groups

which are si%nultaneo_ds ly initial in a breath:group.and a pause

group are characterized by intake of breath, Contour groups. .

which are final in a pause group are closed by pause, Contour



groups w'ithin 2 pause group are closed by either changes of contour,
or by rhythm breaks which tend to correspond to grgmmaﬁt:ally
related units, .Sl;'lc.h as phrases and clauses, bﬁt not by pa;use.
Conto_ju.r groups are composed of from one to three stress groups

as illustrated m exa-.r:'r;x'.plle.s 24-26, Stress is marked by an

apostrophe before the stressed syllable,

e i
24, mi‘E%aw V¥4 'He goes walking, !

s, ;A'gasag ta// 'T am thin, '
- R | _
26, 'mangay 'da ku'mulwa// '"They came to get it, !

4, Stress group, A stress group is defined as a stretch

of Slpeech_.chaf:_ract.eri.ggd by a single abdominal pu-lse5, .di'st;ji_bgted
in a conto.ulrg.g-_r_oup, The stressed syllable is either t.he ultima
or penultiﬁia of thé stress group,

Stress may'not fall on the nucleus of the penultimate
syllable of a éfr_es-s group when that nucleus is thevowel A

unless the nuclétus of the ultima is also 4,



A

4

Stress 'grb‘ups aré"éorﬁﬁ(; sed'oflf.fdﬁl one to five "'s"')rll.ablé' 5.

_ S Pl
.stressed and unétres sed syllables fcnnmg stress groups (pe riods

separate syllables) o T

2T MtC . wedl' T o ei o p Yoy

1 i : - L . - s 3 ; ) _). -_.\. P '
28, ‘giag. tAm.ta,"man’ - 'fo light & fire'

29. ka, sin, Si.'li.'ylu . 'men's undershorts = . g
30, 'ka, mal 'finger!

|
L

317" sina'lat,sdq " 7 " 'to be divided, split up'
(Further e“xarnple sofsyllable combinations in stress grb'i;pé‘ are

R e T I
SARFRTE LA ¥ E

given in section 5),

DA Rm TEEE N SR B Son oF LT S L S S E

5. Syllabls, I_’Syl_-lfii]é;’_{le-:g'__arg‘el{é{t..tﬁgi_;y;p%sg,__S_l.baing defined:. .
as conls.o;“‘la.nt rele '1-sé_.d-, with a .g}f‘ll;’?_’.bi? .nﬁc'le.g_}ls,_ So bemg defined
as"'cbnscinlant_. re’-_g.'a,-s'e:a.ci-, j;&fi_thg syllabj_c nucleus, .and”a.:o_ngfzpant._.“,_._. o4
arrested, Vari.nr'c.s'co.rribiﬁa.ti;ns 1 ‘:the se two syllab.i-e types. occur
to form ftres_s ;TOUPS . . | _—

Examplec: Sl 'ku ‘f1rc; person smgular possess:we case’f

81. 581 'ka.yu RS L SII-SI S ku 'mu. wa ‘to get‘ °1 81.51 S1
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bA 1A !ka yu 'small, bamb oo 59??1?,5.'.,,__S_l.._.».-§.1.-..g'.,}y--_-._-%l- 81 8

ka, bi, 11 =b1 11 | Tsheep' ”l Sa t1 Smg 'r1ng _=-1_~=:-_Sl-‘,.-.SZ--g‘-ﬁ'."-f.g.i'-l‘ak

'to tlckle ’_“’1' 51 hl SZ kn 1u pA mt ‘small 'ba!;', 32 S,

.,svfl = )

'tig, dAg 'to stand', S1.95. 53 pa, 'ngag bat ‘to hunt for', 9. ul.vz.s?

ba, 1i, 'kug,kuq 'to bend under heavy load', S,, "’1 'tig, tu 'real

thlng S7. u ‘:‘1 ba, 'lug, tu 'rainbow!, UI u? SI,S1 kA szn si, "1, yu

'men's undershorts'__, . 52.5;.5; téem.ta, 'man :‘1_:0__'_ start.a fize',.

Sl' SZ..SI, SZ ba. ling, 'gu, san 'lemon g'ras s!, Sl° 51. S?_n 81'-52

ka, pi, sak, 'pi, sAk 'typé of seashell, S5. SI'ISIZ' S SZ qag. k. lag,

'da, wan 'to be illuminated?.

6. Ph_onenf;c_s_, f_lf‘hle,re___arg tw_enty-one seg_me.qtgl phonemes

consxstmg of flfteen consonants and six vowels.  Chart II indicates

L

the pomts and manner of their articulation.,
6.1, Consonants. 5 andb, are respectively bilabial

frlcative and voiced b11a’b1a1 stOp "No mlceless bllab1a1 stop

. o&ctir's,” Fxdmples: r&_q_' 'y e of ant!, Ei_l_éi\'thi'ngs given s
tradé¥, Tapig "o grab il at'once!, habang 'door, swinging
shutt‘ér' i : : 1 | i

t and d are voiczless and w;ro iced alve blig'i_'m gt'opgiﬁ@‘._ E

'eatth!,danad  Wone byt “katal Tnoose', kadal 'a slope', dalit



"Thawk', dalid 'root',

k and g, are voiceless and voiced velar stops: kalang 'corn',
galang 'stalk of fungus', lukot 'waste t?ssue', lugot ‘tq be pursued',
tukuk 'ridge of h.ill', M 'tb sleep'. k has three variants:
front velar [l{_], mid velaf [k], and the back velar [k] [k] occurs
sly;lla‘ble initial or final, conﬁ—guou's to a front vowel:l [ki] ki
‘we inclusive', [ta.kek] takek 'to laugh shrilly', [k] occurs
éﬁllable initial 'I:)r' final. contiguous to a back vowel: [ku] ku -
'"first person singular’, [so,lol.c.] solok: 'woven bagke.f:'; (k] -
6cc’:"u‘rs» elsewimere: -'[ka] ka .'sécond person singular', [ta,lak]
talak 'to keep separate’, I

Glottal. stop (q) contrasts with k and g in the following
: -ex'éimples-:- ﬁg 'edible fern', bagu 'a small Itr.e_e‘,- b_agg 'sea
tur—tl‘e',' -talak 'to keep separate', talag - 'to pass by', simag
'tomorrow!', m ‘s'mal'l -projef:tio_n-oln-a bolo etc.'. . |
Glottal fricative (h), and glottal stop, contrast in the
‘ following examples: luhub 'to pull on clothing', lugab 'cylinder
for arfo’ws", begah 'glowing coals', bagag 'lungs',
e I- ~h and p contrast in the following examples: halig 'to

_transfer’, paliq 'wound', bahaq 'lower jawi, lapaq 'to. moisten',
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s is an alveolar grooved fricative; saping 'twins', .l_éﬂié_:.
‘cheap'. |
e 'Na_sals _m,l- n, ng 'aré,bilabial,' alveolar,"and'vélai‘: nigu

’winnowingfbasket',- ngibu 'thousand!, funtun 'to hand sbmet}iing
down', t‘ungtgng 'fi.refly", guma ‘'to reach; arrive', muna 'f_irst',

lis a voiced alveolar lateral and Icontrlé.st's with d in the
following eka_inplés:- lukot 'waste tissue!, 'c_l_g_l;cg 'variety of banaﬁa’,
solok ‘ba_sl'tét',. sodoq 'to ride 'd(;Jublé"_'

w and y arle bilabial-’-and-Ipalata.l’ nonsyllabic vocc}ids'-int-er.plreted
as consonants on the basis of syllable pressure: [ua, iag] wazng
'water', [ka, iu] _m 'wood!, [q.i_ ia, ue] g liyawe 'that',

6:2; Vowels. Vowel i has 'tvﬁib“vé‘,rianfé,. high close unrounded
[i], and high open mrounded' [1]. [i]'is restricted in distribution
to syllable type S, [pIn, ﬂt]m ’duck:i, [1i. pIt] lipit -':p-e'g or
clip';- i occurs elsewh’e're;‘-[li, hi] ‘1ihi 'bad luck’, '-_[si'..]'.In'g]

_S__lll_I}g '..'_S_:pirit be'ing 'of_thé water', |

‘Vowel e has two variants, mid'.opén'ﬁnrouﬁded"[e], and mid
'close_ unrounded [E], The latter only ‘o&:é’urs fo'lléiw.ing k in syllable
type Sy, the former occurs sleeniers: [kE, get] keget " 'to

. squeak!, [KE. beng] kebeng 'to lie part way in water!, [KE, met]
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kemet" ';0 hold with thuml? and finger', [be, béq] 'h_e_:lgg__q 'gré.ﬁéparent'.
The following eia_rﬁples show the contrast between i and e;
ki 'we inclusive!, ke 'we exclusive', batig 'loop', bateq 'to
crackle!, kilkil 'to maslter', 59&1__:_9}‘ .._'-a wood rasia',._ lAg'B.e.g 'to
follow contour of hill', logpiq 'to fold end to end",
Vowel 4 has two variants, short fnid close central unrounded
[4], and mid close central unrounded [4], [a] occurs before n, or
lin an unstressed syllable, [a] occurs elsewhe re, [qan,daq]
gandaq 'negative', [ka, lang] kalang ‘'corn',
Vowel a has two.variants, low open.cenfral unrounded [a],
and mid open central unroun&ed [9]; -[9] o;:curs preceding glottal
stop or h, while a occurs elsewhere, [ba. taq] bataq 'child’,
[na, nag] g_g.z_ﬂ '_pﬁs', [su, wah] suwah -'tq ”vornit', [1a, 15h]
lalah_ 'hot wate;‘,
The following examples show the contrast between phonemes
a a;nd Al ELl_:a 'sho'vel;, palag ‘'armpit', E_aiai_}_ 'loop', katal
Tyaws!', liwas 'male monkey', liwas 'to skirt the mountain',
Vowel u has two variants, high close back rounded [u], and
the hjgh open back rounded [U]., The latter occurs in syllable :ty'pe
S,, the former E:!:].SQW];E-I'?? [ki, tUt] kitut 'i_)lj'a...ckéned.‘tip'qf';..rl:row‘,”

[si. IUng] Sillung 'fish to swim towards a light', [so. bUy] sobuy



gourd', [su,kat] sukat ‘lines of hand',

Chart II

-

Segmental'Phonelme's of Cotabato Manobo

Consonants - ,
t k q
b d g
) h
s
m n. ng
1
W N
Vowels
1 u
e A o
a

0 is a low close back rounded vowel, lukotok 'to boil!,

kaloh 'young boy's name!, 'gokon 'yoﬁng giri"", madogo 'many’,



53

The fo_llowing examples show contrast betweenlu and o: labuk
'bamboo species’, labok 'to curve down', bulug 'to do to no
purpose', T_Jﬁ_cig_ I_'whit.e speck in the .eye',' _lg 'first person
singular', k_c: 'second ﬁei-:son siilgu:la.r'ri, luhul . to ﬁurr’, lohol
'to ¢ut off close fo ez:u_l'.,

6.4 ."fhlerel are no r'é stricf':-ionsl ot the cecurrence’ of
consonants or vowels within the syllal;lga, Tl_le_i'e afe, however,
restrictions on the occurrence of consonants and \i'bwels within
stress groups., Stress group médial cons onalnt ciusters idenﬁlfied
to date are shm{r_n in Chart III,

The only restrictions found to date of vowel sequence in
consecutive syllables. within :;1 stress group involve the .rnid"
vowels e and o, The foliowing sequenc-és' have not.'t;een

identified, e followed by e or a; . a followed by e, o'x.' o followed

by a.



Chart 1T

Allowable Consonant Clusters

INITIAL .
CCNSCNANT
IN THE
CLUSTER

 FINAL CONSONANT IN THE CLUSTER -

X

s

-
L

b4
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NCTES

1, ' The author ar;d his wife siﬁénf the years of 1957-58
working with the Man'o"l_::abé"or-i the sdutheasi_: coast of 3I\;iihdana0 in
the Philippines under ‘the auspices of the Summer Institute of
L.ingﬁiStiﬁs, Material was gathered.by moﬁblihgﬁal-approéch
from various spéé.kéfé‘ of theﬂiafei:t Bﬁt:primarilf' from two
brothers: Umplt, who spéaks:'M;anobo,' has a x.r'c-:ry lin'lited‘ |
understanding of both ‘Nfagindariao, a Iﬂoslem dialect in that area,
and Taf‘g‘aillbg_,' . He--\;v.;a;s about 20 years of ggé: HIS bi‘o’thél‘, -
Mundi was Iab‘out 18 years of age and also has a li.l'f.?itétf{:-gﬁn&e-rs'tahdmg
of Magindanao,

It is estimated that about 8, 060 p'fe'opié spe}:ﬂ% this dialect,

Previous to our studies Dr. and Mrs, I;{ar-lgal.n:(i‘Kerll' Io_f_- e
Austi'afi'-éif', also members of the ‘Summer Institute of L'i'ngni' stics '
carried on linguistic investigation in 'this's’"ééme dialecf.: I Dr., Kerr's

&

paper, A Statement 6f the Phonemes of Cotabato Manobo written

'in 1957 for the University of Sydney, was used for reference purposes
in the pref)aration of this paper,

Other _.pub.lished materials on this dialect include Myra Lou
Barna.rd, Alice Lil;dquiste;\&aryoft, and Vivian Forsberg, "A

Cotabato Manobo Survey,' Philippine Social Sciences and Humanities




Review, 20:121-36 (April-June 1955), and Harland B, Kerr,

"The Case-Marking and Classifying Functions of Cotabato

" Manebo Voice'Affixes”, Cceanic Linguistics, '4:15-47 (1965),

First drafts of this paper were written under the direction
of Kenneth L. Pike and Viola waterhouse during a seminar at
the University of Oklahoma,;-No;-man 1959, Final'drafts have

been under the assistance of Lawrence Reid,

¢, Pike, K‘enne_th'L,' Language in Rellaﬁ'on to a Unified

4 fhé ory.of the ‘Structure of Human Behavior -.(Z'nd rev, 'é.c'l_ ) _
The Hagué, Mlout.on and Co,, 1967,
3.: Slash (/) ‘marks the b_'oundary.r? of a pause g.-'roﬁp'--.: and
double ‘slash (//) marks the boundary of a breath grouﬁ.
4, Further re‘_sea.rch mag.r reveal c#ﬂ;er- types-of contours,

5, Pike, . -op, - cit, , page 392, s



