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Benito V. Nolasco, Jr.

Modality has received little attention as a semantic domain in previous
Ilocano grammar studies. In fact, it is merely secondary to grammatical
or morphosyntactic descriptions. In this study, modality, which is ex-
pressed through various means, is concerned with a speaker’s evaluation
of the factuality status of a proposition or a potential event. Using a
typological approach, this study (i) presents various ways of express-
ing modality in Ilocano and (ii) illustrates the semantic classifications
and categories of modal expressions in Ilocano. Modality in Ilocano is
expressed through modal lexical elements and modal affixes. Lexical
elements in Ilocano that encode modality include modal adverbs, modal
verbs, modal adjectives, and modal adverbial clitics. Using Palmer’s
(2001) modal descriptions, modal lexical elements in Ilocano are divided
into two categories: propositional and event modality. Propositional
modality, on the one hand, refers to a speaker’s evaluation of a proposi-
tion. The subcategories under propositional modality, which are based
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on Van der Auwera and Plungian (1998) and Vondiziano’s (2019) classi-
fications of modality, include epistemic possibility, epistemic necessity,
and assertion. Epistemic possibility, which is considered as a weak
modal type in this study, highlights a speaker’s non-commitment to
a proposition. Epistemic necessity, which is a strong modal type, is
concerned with a proposition that conveys a high degree of probabil-
ity. Assertion, which is described as an asserted modal type, deals with
a speaker’s commitment to the truth value of a proposition. On the
other hand, event modality is concerned with events that are potential,
unreal, and have not been actualized. It is subdivided into participant-
internal and participant-external modality based on the classifications
of Van der Auwera and Plungian (1998). Participant-internal, which
is conceptual in nature, is concerned with internal factors that make
an event necessary (e.g., internal needs). Participant-external, which
is either conceptual or illocutionary, focuses on external circumstances
that make a situation necessary. Participant-external modality is fur-
ther divided into the deontic-circumstantial domain which describes
external circumstances that influence the completion of an action; and
the deontic-directive domain that describes a situation where a speaker
requires another speech participant to accomplish or perform an action.

Aside from modal lexical elements, modality in Ilocano can also
be expressed through the use of modal affixes including inflectional
affixes and modal stem-forming affixes. Modal inflectional affixes in
Ilocano mark realis-irrealis distinction and controlled-uncontrolled do-
main based on the realis-irrealis descriptions of Mithun (1995) and Payne
and Oyzon (2020); and the controlled-uncontrolled concepts of Payne
and Oyzon (2020). Realis is concerned with events that are factual,
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have been actualized and are currently happening. Irrealis deals with
non-factual, potential, and possible events. This study also illustrates,
although preliminary, the relationship between realis-irrealis distinc-
tion and constructions that express propositional and event modality.
Aside from realis-irrealis distinction, this study also uses the concept
of a speaker’s control to classify modal inflectional affixes. Controlled
domain in this study is only concerned with the following situations: (i)
an actor wishes to involve another participant; (ii) an actor has control
over an entity or a situation; and (iii) an actor has decided to perform
an action. On the other hand, uncontrolled domain deals only with the
following conditions: (i) naturally-occurring events and phenomena
not instigated by an actor; (ii) unregulated body processes; and (iii)
influences of an action initially executed by an actor. Finally, this study
presents some stem-forming affixes that encode abilitative, sociative,
requestive, frequentive, or deliberate meaning.

Nolasco, Benito V., Jr. (2023). Modality in Ilocano [Unpublished master’s
thesis]. Department of Linguistics, University of the Philippines
Diliman.
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A Grammatical Sketch of Porohanon

Vincent Christopher A. Santiago

This study aims to describe the phonetic, phonological, and
morphosyntactic structures of Porohanon, a Bisayan language spoken
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in the Municipality of Poro, Camotes Islands, Cebu, Philippines. Since
John Wolff’s 1967 article History of the dialect of the Camotes Islands,
Philippines and the spread of Cebuano Bisayan, a full grammatical
description of Porohanon has not been undertaken, despite consistent
reference to Porohanon in the literature on the subgrouping of Bisayan
lects (Zorc, 1977; Lobel, 2006; Blust, 2013) and various studies tackling
only portions of its grammar, and geographic distribution (Carcellar,
1976; Ballo, 2011; Esmero, et al., 2018; Garrido, 2020).

Based on primary recorded linguistic data, interviews, and partici-
pant observation from fieldwork in the municipality during the years
2018 and 2022, this grammatical sketch adopts two general approaches.
Individual speech sounds, their features, possible patterns of combi-
nation, and how they change over short and long periods of time are
analyzed using the notational conventions and concepts of classic gener-
ative phonology (Chomsky & Halle, 1968). Atomic constructions (e.g.,
Affixes, Articles, Content Words, etc.) and complex constructions (e.g.,
Referential Expressions, Phrases, Sentences) are analyzed using concepts
from Radical Construction Grammar (Croft, 2001).

What emerges is an updated description of Porohanon; enriched with
more data and situated in the contemporary linguistic ecology of the
Camotes Islands in the years 2022–2023. Standard Cebuano influence
is heavier than before, most notably in the Articles, Pronominals, and
some Function Words and Content Words. Despite this, most language
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users affirm the distinctiveness of Porohanon and its role as a marker of
membership in an island community of the Central Visayas.

Santiago, Vincent Christopher A. (2023). A grammatical sketch of
Porohanon [Unpublished master’s thesis]. Department of Linguistics,
University of the Philippines Diliman.
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