SECOND FOOTNOTE ON THE TASADAY

Z;, A, Salaiar

Two new reports issued almost simultaneously by
PAN‘AMIN on tl}e ‘Tas., ‘one -(Fe'ruandez‘i‘--aﬁd Lynch) ‘more
scientific in language than the other (Nance), provide an excellent
occasion  for further comment on our shiﬁin'g-"'knowlf;ﬁge‘ of this
celebrated Filipino group. The Ateneo anthropologists fail to . ¢
mention, ‘as in a recent pamphlet (: 13), that PANAMII;T chief
Manda Elizalde 'is known to .the Tasaday as '"Momo Dakel
‘Diwata Tasaday' or bringer of good fortun‘é",-l whereas PANAMIN
photographer-turned-ethnographer Nance writes that the 35-year
old Harvard graduate Tao Bung or 'big man"-among Mindanao
minorities - (June 12: 19) is also considered by the troglodytic
Tas, as 'the man their ancestors had foretold would ‘one day .
comé to them" in order ‘to Mjust love us and help us" (June 8:6),
However, both reports follow. the same outline, beginning with'*
the helicopter penetration of the Tas. forest homeland and
ending with ‘the humanist exhortation for change through ‘choice ™
and research by invitation, - Both likewise ‘exhibit an unfaltering
faith in the ‘B'lit Manobo culture hero named Dafal, whose-testimony
is gfl.,-:p;:-ijme importance in the determination of the real Tas,
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techno—economic. condiﬁon before. their presumed l.'1=,-ffe(:ti1.re
isolation" was finally broken after centuries by the scientific
entry of PANAMIN,

At any rate, the_ Tas, . now appear less hoary from their.
forcible journey through archeo-glottochronological time, 1éss. : .
speculatively. removed from their modern countrymen. For
instance, they do not s.eern to appreciate "a loud voice and-
sharp: lool_:‘s_‘:' (Nance June 11: 1), a sentiment quite understardable
to most Filipinos and not too readily perceived by Western: guests.
Their predilection for the betel-nut chew provides the best occasion
for dirt (Fernandez and Lynch: 9) and even for human' contact
(: 26, passim), as in most ‘traditional Phil, and Indon. “groups,
The jew's harp played by Balaysm and not yet ‘attributed to -
Dafal's advent among the Tas. (Pamphlet: 4, 5) is quite a
common instrument in the country, particularly among darchaic™ -
groups, _I_.I_i‘._noil: just a typical subordinate's contribution to a @ ¢’
f)ersonality cult, the reported. méssianic ;expectation ‘arhong’ the-
Tas. in relation: to the PANAMIN head is' known:in-Pilipino as

bo_la_,__ pambibilog ng ulo, panlalangis, etc,;.ajnot exactly rare -

expression of Filipino raillery,,  Provided.it is not’ conveniently

identified later as. another- Dafal, -importation, . the: term '‘diwata'

o
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puts the Tas, ifi:the same category as all the other :Philippine .
groups: from Mindanao and Sulu up to Pampanga where this ..
Sa.nskri:i_:s.baﬁ word is found, unlike those in the rest .of Luzon -
and the éntire Austronesian world except West Indonesia which
all have instead only anito and its ‘cognates (cf, Salazar . .° ..~
1968:- 115-146, 154), -  FEC
"Diwata' also carries adverse implications for precipitate
theories“about the Tas., It was earlier thought;, for-instance, '
that either the B'lit séparated from the Tas. .or both sepa-réted*
from'a common -anc"esi_:ral-group called Pre-BT with, .in any -
casé:" the Tas". " remaining '"primitive" in their forest énvironment
and the ‘B'lit gradually changing through civilizational influences’
grom the ' ccl:ast (Lynch and Llamzon 1971:93; Llamzon 1971-:8},5.‘
which include probably even agriculture '(Elkins 1971:33),: .Though
they nOW recognize  '"minimal contacts" between the Tas, and -
other "bands of similar size' like the :Tasafang and Sandukd - .-
from: whom their wives come and whose presence .”perhapsv no
mote than 10 or 20 kilometers away' becomes more likely at
ipedding down for the“day'' (:9-11, 17-18), Fernandez and: Lynch
continue “to ‘postulate: the “'effective: isclation of the ancestral

fore"‘s't: people (Tasaday and others) from the early B'lit’ and
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otheré like them' (;22). The presence of 'diwata' implies, .
‘however, that either they already had the term before separating
from the B'lit (or with the B'lit from the common indigenious
M‘indanao ptock) and fherefore had contact like all the other'. .
related groups with cultural influences from the coast, or they
had contact with their relations and other advanced or advancing
coastal groups after their supposed separation, In either case,
the theory ‘of "effective isolation" becomes. untenable, because
the contact must have been long and iﬁtenSe. enough for a

culture-heavy concept like 'diwata'' to penetrate, replace or .

::.coexist with other religious- ideas, Under such circumstances,

how could the iother ‘more techno-economic items of.culture
closely associated in Mindanao and elsewhere with 'diwata",
like agriculture and metallurgy, not have affected the “driginally
primitive'" Tas,? Analogous changes have precisely been -
attributed to the five or so intermittent contacts with. Dafal"": -
between 1966, 1967 or 1968 and 1971 (Fernandez and Lynch: 26;
Nance June 8 6).

The Chronological content of "diwata' is likewise uiifavorable,
In contrast with '"deva', another Sanskrit loan word whose::

distribution in the Indonesian world is limited to Java and-the.
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Lesser Sunda Islands, ''diwata' is associated mnot only with, the
Austronesian cognate "hantu' but also with djin, setan and other,

terms related to.Islam (cf, Salazar 1968; 85-154),: This..

LRV T
L

suggests an Islam-borne conglomerate of folk-religious ideas ..
which may have started from the original homeland of the

Malays, Sumatra, since it.is: here that the q.gx_me,._;;tion *.

"hantu/diwata'' appears to be strongest. Inthls context,: the.
"diwata'!, concept could not have reached the Tas. earlier than -
the accelerated expansion of Islam in Indonesia in the 14th . .
century (Villiers 1965: 258 et seq,), In the Philippines, Islamic
influences of Sumatran .flavor penetzj_ated.' the Sulu region during
the end of the 14th century and did not reach the Cotobato ..
bassin till the 15th-century (Majul 1966: 308-9).. .In that é_a.s_g:_,_
how lomg did it take for the term to: reach and then be adopted
by the Tas. or the 'ancestral group! to which the.Tas, may

- ha;_rl_e ‘belonged? :It.is quite futile to, speculate, 'since the date
should -be very much later than the 2,000 years advanced by - :
Fox (1971) on the basis of a supposed similarity of Tas. stone .
tools with C-14 dated prehistoric aﬁalogue_s ?'_;Il the Phi—lippi.ne_s_a.;_ :

The opinion was challenged almost immediately with -the

e Y
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suég’estioh that Fox support his claim with "a seriously
documented' ‘comparison', the typology of Philippine prehistoric
implements being still quite rudimentary (Salazar 1971: 35), - -
Now his' collaborators consider 'the making and using of stone
tools .,, unimiportant", adding that the ''range of tool forms
‘that we observe' approximate no "known type or series of
Philippine stone implements' and that none of the axes "among
stone ‘tools recovered from Philippine archaeological sites ...
resembles the kind of axe used by the Tasaday" (Férnandez
and' Lynch 1972: 20, 21),

Fox's line of argument has therefore been apparently
abandoned, "~ However, is it a new course to express the ~
opinion that "probably the nearest form" to Tas, !axes"
would'be "some of those tools that show only edge'-g'ri,ﬁding' and
have been labeled:'protoneoliths' on this account' and ‘'called
'Late: Hoabinhian' or 'Bacsonian' because ‘of their type provenience"
(loc, cit;: 21)? Again, it would only be fair to the Filipinos
and te scholarship ‘to support this view with a well documented
compdrison, Among others, the classic works of Mansuy,
Colani, Patte, etc, probably would be of better help than

\

- presently available local materials, In any case, it may be
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noted at this juncture that the characteristic Bacsonian tool,

the "short axe', was obtained through segmentation of a biface

‘and polished on only one side of the cutting edge, whereas the

Tas, analogue is ground or '"sharpened' in a rudimentary
fashion against a rock on both sides of the cutting edge, the: -
material appearing to be any sStone or stone fragment (loc, -
cit, : 21-23, pl, 5). Furthermore, this new conjecture.perhaps
should not be allowed to carry scientific enthusiasm away to-
further flights of temporal or anthropological fancy, particularly
since the H'oa'bin}dan-Bé.csonian complex has been presumed’
elsewhere to be at .once "prdtoneolithic" and "“Australoid .or: .
Papuan-Melanesian" (Van Stein-Calenfals 1936: 41-51) and the .
FernardezLynch report suggestively mentions, again without °
citing sources, that the ;upposed Tas, subsistence area ofi™. -
approxirnateiy 25 sq. km, or one sq, km. per person-is ‘not:
unlike estimates that have been made for certain  Upper w:: o

Paleolithic peoples' (: 44). "Neither the Tas," phfsiognomy'-"

(the projected mensurational stint by Kelso among the' Tas; .

would probably be an exercise in anthropological futility, in this

sense) Nor their most likely age would reach that far! . wewill
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; Indeed, the 'supposed starting date of Tas., separation

II

(with ‘'or without companion groups) from the rest of Mindanao *

ancestral mankind has progressively become more recent, After

Fox's archaeological estimate of 2,000 years was made to
recede into the speculative penumbra of prehistory, the
glottochronological : evidence was invoked in turn, . From 700-9

glottochronological years ago around April, 1971 (Lynch and

00

Llamzon: ‘92), ‘the estimaté decreased to only 571-755 years ..

‘dgo in' December of the same year (Llamzon: 8), increasing i~

again to .l,OOG yeatrs ago this year (Nance June 1l: 13) in line -
with the reported result of "study period no, 4" (with Fox,
Lynch and Llamzon as personnel), establishing Tas, descent
"from.the same group from which the B'lit came, the split
having: occurred. about 900-1000 years ago" (Pamphlet: 1i),

In the Fernandez-Lynch report, the start of Tas, isolation

(presently coriceived as being with "intermittent contacts') has:..

been reduced to f'l’s,ay 600 years or more'" (: 1) or, in.another.:

context, '"for well over 500 years and perhaps.for as. many as
800" (:18-19) -- i, e,; the old Llamzon estimate ofilast

December,“though in a justificative note relegated to the back
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pages this is again raised to "perhaps one millenium’ (n. 13,
P. 52) " To restate a ‘point made earliet’ (Sé.:]'.:a'z.ar:f 15971:“:35'),' the
gld&dc&ﬁrbﬂol;ag.i’éal:" method c¢an only af:ppl:; to the onset of a
separate linguistic evolution within two or more languages

L1

(o

stemming from a common source and not to the separation,

much less isolation, of linguistic communities, assuming that

3 a

it is indeed valid for Austronesian languages where documentary
checks on the rate of lexical loss are not available for a
long period,

T

Co AT R H et . o I T P .
If 'both Tas, and B'lit were diverging linguistically "well

over SO0 Yeans sad, iheis speakets in ‘zeality prabably sdil”
b uptha moment qu].temtzmate contact’ with e.:;;':h'other and
with othéi' 'Mi'n&é.r‘;aorf-ég;;sfa{l""groups, as the pre.'selztﬁcé of "diwata!
amoﬁg the Tas: s--i:i!glg;sts (EEP_’-'E) Indeed, _as't!ié d;iy t'r-.;uly

historical clie thus far available on Tas,: ’iéfltg‘éi";';"this Sanskirt

iy oo

loan word constitutés not only a terminus ad quem for any

| R

supposed o fig inal or ‘é’re historic "éffective isolation" but, :

' more 'c'laifnagirig'ly',- a terminus a "qub.lf‘or their effective contact

s ey

with other g‘r'bﬁpls ‘and the iﬁﬁoﬁééiaﬁ world i at theverx Bt

'

%

moment they were s'upposéd- i":lo- ‘have 'becomé-":gllgabchl'lron.olqgically

isdlate&.' ‘In thls c.-bhte:t_:t,: the": forms cinf "seiaéé;g"" ('fdeer"),
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which Elkins mistakenly believes, “occur only in Manobo
la.pgualges_'_‘ and Ico:lnselquently uses as oné._‘ among the lexice;;._l
items proving the autonomy of his proposed, Manobo ﬁ;b-_g)l__‘.dup _
of Philippine languages (: 32), m_ayl not be cognates after all of
Malay Mseladang"' ("wild I_deg_;") as earlier suggested ,(Sg.llgza;'_:_,_.;:
1971:. 36, . 37) but 1oan‘ words ultirn?.’gq_}x deriving from. the same
Malay-Sumatran source, At any, rate, arﬁong _t];:el,;_l\/ﬁ_ndagg.ol;:. %,
groups used by Llamzon (: 30) for his glottochronological
determination, three Manobo (Cota.batd, Agusan and Blnukld) L
anqu_ ) ptjig {_pog-_#dahoho (the It;a._{:rnatg T'boli) ‘possessll(have
rete_&ined?) the ,_:gommon._l Philippine term for "d?_gr'_’&‘il_"_ggi_l:.
Also of some interest is the parallel comstruction of "Tag'. "mata
: é_-_gdgxy"-("eye of day") and Mal, ‘T?nata,_hari" ____I(“_?-ye of da_yff):,_f_.:_ ._ _-
for "_?Pp}’,_: in the fage O:E J}}St the no:;;nja_.]._ ;feﬂe_:lcee.i__ of Proto-
ﬁustlx:p;illesianf* fg.!r_x!c_l,a,v __in_i.1‘~/Ii_._::1da,nao_i _a___nd gther Ph:.l langua‘%qg_

All _,_t_his sulggqsts that fche pr‘ese;at‘_';!;‘as. -must have

become 1solated not o::a.g_mally, in the:.r pr1mitive" state, 'but -

rather after __thq_ probably :__Ilcgnn_g _ancl_ in;gnsivg c;ontagts._li:rt__np,_lici:c_:

in the penetrat:.on of “dzwata“ and possﬂzly other borrowed

tezms like "sela‘“‘d g_ whlch ult;mately or1gmate from Surnatran

Mal, _On__the bas_is__o:i;'_ earlier reports that the 'I'a._s. _numbered .
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150 persons, an estimate of 150 years ago was proposed for
this event (Salazar 1971: 36), - Fernandez and Lynch now

report that, beginning:with the first couple, five generations can
be counted, of which three constitute the present band of

some 25 members (:pls 2), This should reduce our estimate to
something like 80 years ago or much less, - But even if 200
years were given to this point of separation, it would ‘ still
mean that the actual Tas, constitute the "wreckage" of a
formerly more-advanced (possibly already a kaingin-based)
culture, an ide# ‘quite 'r;pugna.ﬁt to Lynch and his .collaborators
(Llamzon 1971y 8; Lynch and Llamzon 1971: 92-93; Fernandez
and Lynch 1972: 22)..

The idea: of "culture loss' in relation to the Tas, does
not appeal to Lynch bécause agriculture and hunting 'would
immensely increase their’ chances for survival' and "the
opportunities for planting and the materials for bow-and;-a.r'row' :
construction ‘were at hand" (Lynch.and Llamzon: 92-93; = °
' Llamzon: -8), As'lit now turns out, the 'chances for survival''
do not have to .dépe‘hci on such techriques. The Tas, environment

is “such that, éven without them, subsistence ""is not precarious'
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(Fernandez and Lynch: 42) for the Tas,, who 'live in plenty
and will continue to do so for years to come' (:44) by
following '"'a strategy that has led to successful survival with
a minimum of harassment or. anxiety" (: 45), ; As ‘for__',._
"opportunities', the physical environment constitutes less of a
problem ‘than the cultural (and human) one. Agriculture, even
of the "shifting" variety exemplified by the kaingin method
practiced by the Manobo in the late 20's (Garvan: 74 et seq.).
and even now. (Lopez), requires a much bigger number than.
we would. suppose the Tas, had at the ;:uts‘gt (cf, their .
genealogy in Fernandez-and Lynch: pl.. 2) and implies the
application of specialized techniques, like the felling of trees .,
and the control of fire, -and ritual-propitiatory practices
known only to .a specialist like the baylan,

Though less complex, hunting presents similar problems
for a2 small group without a specialist in.ritual or at least
a knowledgeable person in the technique. As the Fernandez-
Lynch report points out, hunting is .not just the use of the
bow -and arrow or the -speaﬁr; it involves '"equally, if not more_..
important, ... the knowledge of animal behavior" (1;. 29) -- i.e,,

it is already a kind of specialization, The "trapper' Dafal is
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himiself -already a specialist in his group, within which a
great many do not possess the. knowledge of Dafal! As for
iron. and particularly steel whose loss. Fernandez and Lynch
consider 'less likely-in the circumstances'" (: 22),- the
aleatory mnature of the former as a trade product from the
co'&st has already . been underlined (Salazar 1971: 35) whereas
- .the latter:should not‘evén be considered '"in the circumstances''
of coastal trade in Mindanao until perhaps very recently! At
any rate, even ethnic.metallurgy is an art. of the specialist, -
Culture loss, it-wOQuld ‘'seem, explains quite a number of
things in Tas, life, -~ For example, the. Tas, ‘stone-tool
""technology', which cannot be attached to any tradition, is
probably that 'pragmatic'" (Fernandez and: Lynch: 22) because.

it-is in fact not' a product of tradition but that of just simple :

circumstance and necessity. The actual stone implements are
fashioned not-by working them with a stone or wooden 'hammer'"
as in most prehistoric. traditions-but rather.-by !"sharpening' .

them against a rock as one would a metal toel (loc. cit.: pl: 5);

whereds an ''heirloom'' stone tool is not only: shaped like a .
knife (: pL.- 6 fig. 9; Lynch and Llamzon: . 94) ‘but is used like

one and in the -Filipino way --i. e, , held between the thumb and
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the forefinger for ''scraping' in an outward direction from. the.:
body, as when one prepares rattan or bamboo (cf._ ibid. ;
Fernandez and Lynch: pl. 7). 1Is this the 'knife'' called igot

in the Llamzon list (: 2)? In that case, :thé word is probably
a cognate of Sebuano igut "scrape s.t. .by rubbing a knife
which has been fixed into s,t. immovable up and down against
it" (Wolff: 366), whose root is identifiable at once in Tag. hagot,
Seb. hag-ut and Bik. ha-got "strip the outer part of abaca to,
get the fibers" (a technique where the blade is fixed and the )
abaca mobile) and in:Bis, and Bik, gutgut "cut with.a

slicing motion" a_.nci _Tag. gutgot "torn or rent into pieces"
(ibid. : 280, 288; Panganiban: 457, 465). = At the very least;, . .
such an etymology does not contradict an earlier Tas. use of.
metal., The same -is true -with the ''special role" of the bamboo
knife bilis. (cognate to .'Ia;.g. bulos ."harpoon, dart, spear"?)

"in the severing of the newly-born's umbilical cord" (Fernandez
and Lynch: 24), since. it indicates, precisely a taboo on metal
tools wl_l.ich,‘.in this .case, would expose the infant to ~some

| mysterious malady or death (in the modern view, from tet_a.nu-'é
and other infestions), Similarly, the "wooden pounders'. used

to "loosen the yellow-orange pith'" in the preparation of the
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beneficent stdple niat>k '(: pls, -8, '9,"13) -recall in Shape’ and
handhng ‘thefamiliar metal hoe --unless, of ‘course) ~this: . ey
pecdliarity is agdin attributed fo the’ already pervasive influence

+ v *y - . . - . - s » - ‘
“of Dafal®s five or' moré visits with the ‘Tas, ~ ™ &t

' In"this connection, it seems odd that Dafal's narne has
16t ‘been perpetuated in at least one of his -'cultura.l-:-imborté.tions.. ‘ini;o
Taa‘;__'?i-"-._like'-;the bolo,. for inst_a.nce. ‘Instea.‘d‘,l- this -most useful
of t'he'. i‘ep‘ox‘ted-"‘gifés" of Dafal was called fais;  thé:old name :*
for the Tas. stohe axe which, as a result, .purportedly came
to be known as batu fais or ""’sténe fais" (ib-id;: 2-0;21f};‘ If o
trie, the phenomenon is linguistically a most quaint instance
of a new object taking the generic mame of an old one -instead

of just being classified as just one specified type: In this: .

sense, our pan é'nii‘aricanc_).wciuld'be called simply' pat, while ;-
the earlier known ones would be specified as pan filipitio “or
EE;_I-ESE—' ifiol; the .‘.pé‘tato '\':vou'ld.b'e idéﬁtifiéd"éimiﬂy as Nappel!:
in Dutch and "pomthe' in Frea;ich:iﬁ'stea'd-’:'b‘f "4ardappel’ and -
"pomme de terre' -(earth ‘a;:ple)- réspectivelf, while:the original
appl‘e’-:\'véi:l:i be qualified as "hemielappel" ‘and "pomme de sciel
"‘-'(ﬁi)ﬁ{e"-'éflfxeavén).' - ~The point must be -d'fifevént home, because:

#:the designation of the bolo as fais, instead of:'fais ‘Dafal'.:.
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.

(in honor .of this culture-bearer and on the n}gdel of bulbul . .

siko and bulbul lago in the Llamzon list: 2) or simply whatever
ﬁafal._:galis the bolo (if the term natak was presumably accepted
by the Tas, with the entire processf:zmd product from Dafal,. whsr
aﬁould- his term for bolo not be?), may in:fact be normal in the
-+ light of an earlier knowledge of metal or even of the bolo itself.

.+:That the bolo. may even have been known before: Dafal is

implicit in the speculation by Fernandez and Lynch that the use
of rattan for hafting "may havé followed the introduction of the
bolo; cutting -this: plant would be a _difiic:ultl:taak for the stone
axe" (:‘.2.3.), -becaﬁse- the storie tool "h;eirlc;om-s‘.'_ which the Tas, -
"say they have had for generations" (i e., certainly before the
reportéd advent of Dafal) are also hafted through the.use of.
rattan (: pl. 6 f1g .7 and 9, .pL. : 7; . Lynch and l_'_.,«,la.m_zgn:‘,‘?&_).,r
As a rﬁ_atter of .fact, they are not only better worked Ih_u.t also ..
better hafted with much more cleanly shaved. ra.ttan-_;thfa;.n,thq_;-___
ones- made :forthe curious visitors of the Tas, forest. . . -
(cf.;: Pamphlet: 6; Fernandez and .Lyz;ch:. pl. 5, pl. 6 fig. 8), .
In 'that case, there seems to be no need to -suspect that the
Tas,: did not use bamboo internodes- or, nafnaf :for cooking before

Dafal's arrival: (: 24).-or to suppose_.that it was Dafal's bolo which



Xo.. 2 SECCND FCOTNGTE CN THE TASADAY 95

was responsiblé for the pépularization of nafnaf (: 34), also
used as ‘containérs tb' fetch water (: '15) in the mannér of our
barrio folk not go long Ei.g'-d;l - The rub, However, li:es‘_in the -
fact that extensive Tas: use of nafnaf before Dafal woﬁId point -
to previou's-kno'vﬂ’edge’-df the bolo or some Btﬁé‘.‘r- metal tool,
Such a circumstance would be rnost.. unprepossessing, sinée -even
for thé metal- (brass) eartings that a young Tas. wé‘aré there
can Ibe nod other explanation but some: i'izs'i-"gﬂifi’cant“ "recent |
contacf!{vi"tl{'néighb.ﬁring "Manobo peoples’ (Lynch and LlamZzon:
94; cf, Fernandez and 'Lynch: 28, pl. 7)"who, of coufse,
collectively could not p‘rodﬁée'fﬁé samé"'ffiéfé‘éiirel'gf-fecfs' as’

the solitary Dafal on ‘his five or rno:'-fe sHott excursions into Ta;;é.
land, The assurnptioh’ mist'be maintained firmly that the Tas.
constitute an ¢Figinally frimitive people 'uitouched by the

world ‘until Dafal cHixié o bring therd 45 higher level of"
culture!” Thus commirlicatéd’ o inthrépological sciéncé as’
"one' of the' most !s'i?gnifié&iiff"fii'nds 'of the laslt half ceh‘tu;ry"'.,‘ the:
dié(:d\?é'fy"‘i{oijld: afford fﬁé"’“’?ﬂﬂN&}iﬂN and other interested' sectors
"a rare, - ahd pé’i‘iﬁp@" ourilast, ckance to study n-an living at
the extreme erid of the speétium ‘of culturdl development'"

(Fernandez and Liyfich: 52 n-'13), COBEE AN @y e
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:That. end of the, spectrum, however,. appears to be . -
considerably less extreme than the sweep of this self-conscioiusly
momentous view. -- even and particularly .on the c¢rucial point .
of ‘food production, The early gppea.;é.nci;e of terms for ".gz_'ai_n"_'-,l
and ',‘grind"-(a refiex of Protp-Austroneqlian *gilin ¢f, . . . .
Dempwolff 1937: 55) in .our still very limited. Tas. vocabulary .
(Llamzon List: 2),. tattoo -(a practice closely associated with
ritual headhunting within the context of agriculture among ..
Mindanao and even .ﬁust,ronesian grOups) and the "incipient ..
horticulture''-observed. by Fox have already been.ﬁoin;ed out ..,
as indicating:the prob.abie previous knowledge ofr_a,g_rigqlty;e

. (Salazar 1971:.37). De_sc-ribiné Tas, incipient :hoxl'ticg.-lli;gre”_
as a '"system of monitoring .and fussing over.the wild yam's
growth, marking it fer. future har.v_t.est, and ren}gﬁng_tubj,gl_fghin '
such a way as not.fo kill the plant', . Fernandez and Lynch, .
(: 36) limit it to only one yam spegies. 'referred to as biking!!,
all -the other \Spg_c;'.es havix_lg been "Ipqmted\ou; by Dafgl,_l who .
even taught..them how to léach.one .spegies. known to be poisonous"
(M) . This means that Dafal, 'trapper, g;‘;j Wlld Bﬂ.ig- a,lln__.d_ a I,;..»
collector of. coconut ;pith, for beth delicacies he had agood

market in his own settlement" (Lynch and. Llamzon: 91), 13
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also an'g;::pé'rt on wild yams and on the preparation of at
least one poisonous species, - He must have also introduced’.

their names (kalut, bugsu, lafad, ‘ malafakid, ‘banag, fugwa, cf.

Llamzcén List: 4) into the Tas, vocabulary, after having found them in-
the forestl Zone 1I (Fernénd-e‘z anid Lynch: 35) and taught their 5
use t6 the ‘Tas, who are presumed to have lived in that same
enviz;:bhrﬁeﬁ'f for -.a thousand years or even'two without discovering
other ya.m sorts than theu very own biking before Dafal.
In&ééd,' it woul'd be most’ unusual’ if' the -Tas, ha,d kn0wn these
other species (particularly the poisoncusikalut), because that:
would m'al;e"-therrn‘ﬁtj'eal and not just "incipient" wild yam .,
horticulturists, ‘unpleasantly removing them from the more ..
1nterest1ng "éxt'fé{'he""érid of the 'spet':trﬁm"_'.-.

But Dafal is also credited with having introduced_.'the e
M " “'{:Es"t; fé"'r"r&;nai- bid of the wild palm dinl othér-_»plants"
(:25, '3"6;--Eé.:é'si:_rn),‘:"a::xd" the ‘natak or wild palx&i-.pith (=25, 27).
. The names’ must consequently ‘be assurhed to- have come: from
. Dafal,” sifice the Tas could" hot have ha.dL them wzthout knowing
what they stodd - for.’ ‘" Having taught the Tas,: to.appreciate
_‘g:._g_t_i_' a5 'fo'pd_ (it'is taking them ;ome* time to accept other.food

pfoducté'“bi'éﬁgh'f By PANAMIN; cf. Nance June 12: 19;; Fernandez
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and Lyncli: 29,  passim), -he must have found time enough

to show that it can be coliecte& from ."threg species of palmlr: .
(pos sibly more), . from rattan (ubod bq.laggn], -and from bamboo
‘shoots" (:*3637); before being cooked over hot coals, sfearp;_d:
in":f"bamboo-:mbe or' simply eaten raw (: 37)! -.'I:h_ga WB Manobo
of colizad- Tnow uruad, “the edible beast of bud of a palin tree

“‘or banana plant" (Elkins 1968: 216). ‘It is the Bik, ubud.or'
"coconut palm core'l, _the Bis, tubud .or "tender heart of .fhe e
trunk of pa'.lms:',"bananas, :‘baz'nboos, rattans! (Wolff: 1075), the \;
_Iba‘.nag' ubud or "kind_-.‘ﬂof p-alm"‘. and Tag; ubod. or ''corey gi_gi’-.‘
substance, ' essence of': (Panganiban: 1003), It is_-tﬁus a pan-
Philippine and even pan-Austronesian {cf, *-"ﬁ(m)bu_[dgf], ing: ;
Dempwolff: 159) phenomencn which the Tas. never exl:l\ulelrienlced
dIl Dafal!
| "The same is 'suggesfed wit‘h. natzk, known to the WB .
Manobo as '"sago, -a starchy food ‘prepared from the juice of -
the trunk of certairi palms" (Elkiné 1968: 127). .Bik _r_gg.t_uk_ _
refers to "coconut milk or any extract', whereas. Bis, %
is f.hé"”-powdery starch of any sort :t'ha.'t'ha.s_i been obtained by ..

" soaking the source in water and 'leﬁiné it* settle' ! (Wolif_:_: 699).

* “"The word ‘could not have been knownto the Tas; - before !Dafal
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who brought the food it refers to, - With it, the B'lit culture

-

hero also introduced "a complex of knowledge, _equi.pi‘nérlit,

and behé.vior"‘., - 1_@.’ , the tools (like the bolo, a press made
of ‘&plit Bamboo and ferns, a irough made of bark, bark trays
to heat the starch, bark scoop, pith pounder, etc.) é;nd_ their
utili.;za.fioﬁ (Fernandez and Lynch: 25, 28), Dafal appears thus
- as an expert in another field, as versatile as a trained: Peace
Corps volunteer! In this sense, is it also safe to assumeé '-th.at .
he also taught the Tas, 1.:::1' "test-cut the trunk and determine
from the consistency of the pith if it is _:r:eé.dy" io’"i:‘é tapped ..
for the étc;rfed—.up starch through ;Ltal_c_ extraction? Sorn-e Tas. .
claim they can tell 'by knocking the trunk withl one knuckle, -~
or b.y"rtapping i* with a piéce of wood'" ( 39) 'Such metﬁod and
talent would ':.-Eqa;lii'e quite a lohg appreﬂticesﬁiﬁp which Dafal
must :Hé,ve also provided éuring the "about five :fl;ips" he made
to the Tas,! Did 'I-.}e also jait{ste them in the ‘tiléchn;.que of
taking iess than half of the basag trunk for matpk extraction - -
in order to leavé the rémaining p‘ci‘ﬁc)n to rot és potential =
source of beetle grubs (ibid.) to be collected 'some time after
for food (« 17)? Apparéﬂtly asso.ciat'ec‘i with fallen and rotting

palm trees(: 20), the "grub" industry must have been connected
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(or flouris.he_d only) with the introduction of the natgk process,
;itﬂg Klv\c_ip.ld then ._:eé.lly remain as ''originally' - Tas.,

since Dafal %upppsedly intfoduced also trapping -and hunting;
together with all tl;ze necessary ih;truments and theix utilizatioﬁ
(: 35, passim). All the Tas, terms relative to these -a‘éﬁvities,
therefore, must be considered as loan v.vo.rds from the Blit
thrpugh the onuniprte'sent Dafal, However, the'ﬁords 'usada-
makatalunan'. or 'pig '(-wild)" (Llamzon List: 3) and '."_@e;;;"l or
"bait" (Fer;;andez and Lynch: 32) seem to_-be Tas, and therefore -
quite interesting. Literally, the first should mean "forest
usada!’, since fkatalunan' (:—__ Z) or "talonan' (Fernandez anﬁ :
Lynch: 38) means "forest'. Does 'thifs point te another _a.n'im_a-l._..;_
of the same category as 'the_ pig but also called ng._gg,.q-r to

the previous existence of domesticated pig among tl;e Tas, 2000 2
As for "_f_.?._e_n;‘, the Tas, seem to usé the wild banani which,. ‘: "
of course, should relate the teim to Bis, Bik., "paon', Ilok, ' ]
"appan'' and.Tag. Upain'', The WB Manobo do not have 2 )

cognate term, ''bait" being for them either ''segkad'!'to set a

; _ \
captive bird-as bait" or "kati’' "to catch a wild animal or -

bird by using another to. attract him! (Elkins 1968: 38, 162, 229),

AR
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the Tag. "kati" and Bik. "Kate' "decoy for birds, fowls,
animals, etc," (Panganiban: 272), Could this be interp'rete&
generously to éive the Tas. .at least the techniques of animal
food acquisition implicit in the word ”:Eﬁ;_g“ <~ i.e,, includihg
perhaps _fishing? At any rate, Dafal seems -to have been the
least effective in precisely tile area where he is supposedly
most qualified and to which he also must have .devoted:most

of the instn.:ucti.onal'time consumed during the '"about five times"
.he wa$ “with the Tas. --betwee;n 1966 and 1971 (Fgrnandeg and
Lynch: 26, Eassim!.

“In fact, he apparently was more effective with the
"bamboo bx"édm_" - supposed to have given the. Tas. (: 28),
since Cave III waS'c:onstantly kept "qﬁite clean by reason of
regular’ attention. from a Splii;-barﬂboo broom' (: 8), a habit
" quite "ulnusula.-l" and regrettable in a troglodytic people (: 8-9)
but really '—i"r'ery- reminiscent of house-dwelling groups. . As with
the other benevolencés of Dafal, the broom is mysterious,
since on ."norge of (his) visits did he reach the caves where
(the Tas.) li%r'led” ( 26) and the fact that the'.y lived in caves
became’ cléar- only in"'M;rch of this year (Nance June . 8: 6).

'Fui'ther'more, _eve"n- if the g-ift were simply anothe_r- proof: of |
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Dafal's uncanny perception of Tas. .needs, the I‘as. urge to

éWee'p- the cave ﬂo_oa" would have to be explained with its none

too prehiétoric constancy (and .result)l.. -Would it be téo_-simple

“to admit that, -after -all, the Tas. probably. knew and had houses?

They now still have sheds or temporary shelters '?fash_ione._ti out

 of wood and palm leaves" (: 34-35)’cai1-eci-"law_i".-- (Llamzon List: 2) ..

‘which, - quite ‘distinct from tl_;e "roof;_' or ‘itifang" (ch:l.k. atop,.

Tag, atip, Ivt. m) a simple '"lean-to' would not possess ° |

(Salazar 1971: 37), should be related to Tag. _bahay, Ma-»l. Bik, -

Bis, Ik, balay and Ivt, M-thfough Maranaw- %.Iand |

Magindanaw walay (cf. Llamszon: 22) by ﬂaeta.thesi.s.' -E;ren the

other term gathered by Fox «- dungdung (Llamzon List: 2) -~

recalls Tag: Kap, délungdung "-forest grass cabin, hut or cottage"

(Panganiba’n:-:’f{ﬂ as well as Bik, Bis, dungdung ''head covering

of Icloth*or.' any flexible material” '(W‘o_lff:‘-. 238), It may be mentioned

that;” among-the "rela.té'd'_ Manobo of thé intlé-rior of Southwestern

Cota.ba.té the houses are "temﬁorafy in-nature"” and made of

bamboo, cogon leaves, tree trunks and .tre.e ‘barks .(Lopez; 59) .
At any fafe, ‘there seem to be strong inditations not

‘only’ for "culturé ‘loss" among the Tas. in the areas of ‘housing

food production and metallurgy, but _fngre so’ for serious doubt
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with r'egax-'dlto‘ Dafal's testimony -- particularly because research
up to now had as one .maiﬂlhindrance ‘'the refusal of the Tasaday
themselves to be interviewed or observed unless Elizalde were
present or somewhere nearby" (Ferngndez and Lynch:"4). No
real reason for Dafal's.benevoleﬁce-’.coward the Tas. has ﬁeén
established except that the Tas, were giving him LLE_, ‘a vine
chéwed with betel nut (: 26-27, passim), which he could have
procured for himself a’.ﬁyway._ 'I.-Iis "about fivé ‘_trip's“- or even

t-gn to the Tas, -- the number is in fact important,’ coptréry

to what Férhandéz and Lynch (: 26) belie'{re -- do not appear
sufficient in frequency or infensity to produce the kind of
techno-economic and linguistic _'6}‘1ai1ges- his Isupposed irripoi‘tations
imply, ‘even assuming he was c.alpabl_e and wﬂiing to carry -

them out, ' In this sense, a‘.. great nurhbéf o-f' the préser.xltly

known Tas. vocabulary would have to be dismissed as loan

words .:E:.'om the B'lif 'th:_'oug_h Dafal, _g; pheno’ménon compa.ré'ble

in dimension to ‘the inciianizé.tio;i of Indonesia or, why not, to
the Americanization of the Phil.ip;pin.és. (with Dafal playing the
role at once of the 'Soldier,- the banker, "'1I:he busiﬁessﬁxaﬁ, the
missionary and the Peace Cofps Volunteer). This should ‘be

emphasized in the face of the fact that, Up to the time of Tas,”
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“contact with PANAMIN and ‘perhaps. even now; Dafal did not

seem to know much of the Tas. language since, according to .
Se-cretary' Elizalde ‘and Dr, leox, no .on-e could be found, 'either
T'boli, .Ubo'or  B'lit, who could understand -(it) to obtain
detailed .information" excégt Igna ‘who said at the outset that - -
Mless ‘than half" of what the Tas. said was intelligible (Llamzon:
1; Fox: 7). He must have taught the ‘Tas., by sign language,
the - Tas, learning thereby more _pro,ficie.'ritly Dafal's B'lit than
he their Tas,! i |

. To close this fo?tnote, a few etymological points may
be added to. the ones already made a‘bove. When Fernandez ™
and Lynch state that the Tas, "take their name fr_or-n_the
foreéted peak' in which the western slope of ti}rue valley termip_a_._fgs,
about 300-350 feet above. the floor of the main cave" (: 6),
are they transmitting ‘original information from th.,é Tas, or
‘are they interpreting an etymology we propo;ea long before
it was known that the Tas. lived -iﬁ caves (Sa.l_aza,r 1971: 34-35)?
In the £9_rmer_ case, the derivation.of Tasaday from -"ta/sa{, aday' .
or, by métath.esis.. "ta/sa/daya' (i. e. '.‘pcleople of ‘the upstream,.
from :the direction toward the mountain'') is confirmed, ‘- In

the latter case, the source of the information should have. been
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cited in good faith. 'In this regard, the etymology of Tasa’fang-

may be related to that of Tasaday, in the same manner the

two groups seem to be related in marriage. Tasafang can be:

analyzed into ”ta../sa/fangi‘ g‘cmr "ta/safang', meaning ''people of
or from fang' or 'safang people!’. Less likely, t:he latter
e'tymdlogy would have to connect a Tas, terﬁ# "safang" either ..
'with Bis. "sja_'g_ang " or ''salapatig' ''spear :hét is thrown or &a-
harpoon'. (Wolff: "85‘.4,. 875) or ikl Tag. "saping" reéi'.'tint
from wood fﬁrazilwood); brazilwood tree which gives off a
red dye', with cog’nates. in Kap,; Ibg., IIk., Ivt.- and Png.
(P;nganiban: 885.-886).--' In the-formef'etymdlogy, "fang" must
be related to Tag, Eamgaﬁg, Bik.-' Bis, pangpang “'rive r bank',
Ik, Eang-gang'i”fui‘row“ and Seb. Sam-Leyt. p.a'nggang' hrocks
Cliff' (- 764; Wolff: 732). All reflect Pr-o'to-Austroﬁe'siap'
*pangpan ''to separate; ‘part, -divide" (aus"-'eiﬂéﬁdér Stehen),
the Ngadju-Dajak having pampang "peak','l Ispike;- antler point"
and the Hov&_ famp ana' 'abyss, gulf, pit; chasm, -gap;""rift"
'(Démpwolff-1937'.&"-‘-'114).- These "r'ne;hi'rxgs do not seem to
cohfraditt i:he féct'thé‘t'_Tasafaﬁg'is remembefed "indistinctly” -

~as far away, 'high up in a cave where nearby ‘the water boils'"
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(E‘e;}lgp&ez and Lynch: 18_)_ or thqt its people met with the
Tas, "at a stream where they fished together" (: 10), the
streams and their b‘anks_..ﬁalaing. .the focal point of economic and
" other.activities (: 34, _passimi).
,_ Alr;eady linked with Tag, katalonan "priestess" @i. e. ,I :
ka{tal.on/an___...';_;hat which or.he who is connected with the talon)"

and Mal, metathesized hutan '"forest'" from *tahun which. may

have conflicted with a ‘homonym meaning "year" (Salazar 1971: .37),

Tas, ''katalunan'' or 'talonan' 'forest'" has other cognates in

Iik, talon 'field, farm!' and Ibg. (sa) talon ''fields", (sa)

aroyu t_-'aégn_-‘-'fogq;g{;'_‘. If the correlation talon — *tahun is
cq::_rect, then Dempwolf_{'s ,'I‘.eCF’HStruﬁti_??}--Qf Proto—Ausfs_r_onesian
*hut]an "wood, forest'' may have to be recas-t, since it is
‘reflected in P_r_c_it;_g-;_—l?lgiyngs__ian only by To, "_1_.1__1_:2'! and Fu, Sm,
uta’ ;'__':(_:[fgg_r__gs_ted) ‘i__J_:t_tqrior;' -..(193‘7: 66). In this sense *qu(tT)an
would . have to be I_‘t:lg_i:gl}d;awn_frqm: I_)'.yen's examples_ (: 32) of
PMP Initial q, the Van der. Tuuk-ish Tag.--_-Ma,}.__. correspondence -
Fl-/*-ﬁ—cqns‘;‘:itu_ti:;g_ pqrhg._p:s___.é. clue' to. Dempwolff's: erstarrten. ;
Inﬁx___}ag_i}ggst,iﬁ the instance of Tag. kalabaw, Jav. kebaw and
Tob, horbo '"water buffalo" (1934: 59, 73). As for matak,

-

its sense among the Tas. and elsewhere (supra) should make
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it a reflex of Proto-Austronesian *fia[tjJuh ''name of.a tree',

as reconstructed by Dempwolff from- Tag. nato 'T_Sterculiaciag .
(i. g, family comprising the cacao and kola nut trees)", ‘Mal,
plants (i, e., like the __Conifera:e)“ (1937: 108), all hé.ving_-a_ %
:?'s'farcl;y-"' or sub-staﬁtial_hafufe. - -Ta_s._ "ma/bula'’ or "white"
(Fernandez and' Lynch: 11) corresponds to. WB. Manobo 'LM'i"/
or Y“whitish; of ‘s diseased é)'ze or of: water.,'.tolfibecdf;le' cloudy
T in color" :'_(Elkiﬂ”s”-'i"éész 69, 352)y &-cofnnte of Tag.
laboq "'turbidity (of'liquids); obscurity of -meaning_; dlmness |
(of ‘light); developing blindness' (Panganiban: 579), “'All |
reflect Dempwolff's reconstruction ’i‘{labué- "to be :dirty" (193?: 106).
. Together with Tag. Bik, IIk. Png. tipon; ''gathering-together,
collecting, accumulating'' _(;Panganibﬁﬁ:_ 981), Tas, tifun !''local:
grouﬂp‘;-‘-band';.-(Fé'rnand'e'z and. Lyrich: 13) ais’o reflects Proto-.. .
Austronesian *lt]i!mlpun'_.”t_o gather, collect, accumulate". . -
(Dempwaif-_l_Q__B_‘?: -13_9)';‘-“"1‘&5.' foso "flower'" (Fernandez and .

- Lynch: 20) :Joins Bik! Bis. Tag. puso, Ibg, futu, Mar, Png - &

E_osc; ""heart; Center, ‘middle" as reflexes of P-A "put “uh "heart;
heart leaf!, constructed from Tg: puso’ TB. pusu’ "heart! and

NgD. puso® ""bud" among others (Dempwolff 1937: iZé)-. R
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-Fiﬁally, some 'local" etymologies may. ‘be of ‘some "
interest. " ‘'The controversial ‘'nafnaf'' or 'bamboo internodes"

is found among’ the Manbobo in Southwéstern Cotabato as mnafnaf.

""'a kind 6f small bamboo' probably related to Schizostachyum "

"lumampao’ {Blanco) Merr, ‘otherwise known a$ napnap in:Ilok,
“(Lopez:-'Zl'- n, 5). T,as.:'ig_ljgg “fri:it“ (Fernandez and Lynch: :20),
' as digt?inguis.he&- from: bunga "fruit" in the Llamzon List (:2),
.appe"arsi to be connected with Bis. '*giki'kﬁ;om such and’such

a. place or -:#:ime; originate from'" which ,for'm.s kagikan ''ancestral
- origin" and ginikanan "parents; origin, primary source"

(Wolff: 264), all’ of which forms aﬁd meanings -are also -fo;mda .
in Bik. A word can thus always crop up in any given‘language.
and;, having done so, find cognates elsewhere -in sister Ian'gué;gé's;
In this .Ser_ls_e'-', piudence becomes another name  for. intellectua:i-'
honesty, - Consequenfl'y, it ‘might not be too-judicious ‘to state
that. such ‘and ‘such.a word, like for instance':the Tas. one for
"boat", is not knowﬁ»(Fernaridéz“ahd Lynch: 20, passim)-or:
that, 'to one's knowledge, it is known only in a' certain linguistic |
subgroup, -;”m inistaace of the latter is Elkins® listingiof éleven'-l-‘
lexical iitems as -specif_icé.‘l_ly_l,-.Ma.rio‘bo‘ (1971: 32), when a Little™ =

research reveals ‘at léast six of them with. probable cognates
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in major Phil, languages. Theée are: Man, getek "b«ally"2 -
Bik. _tu__la'.k "'stomach", Bis, gutuk ":Ellled to. the p01nt that it

is tight, Gutuk na a,ng akung tivan, My stomach is fﬂled to

Ibur_isti.ng-'_' (Wol_ff:-,.ZSO); Man, langesa '"blood" I- Bik, Bis, langs-a
"having'ia.. :E1shy sﬂ;e'll .6.1-_£-he tasi.;eh of blood" .(:-'.5‘7-‘7-\)-, T;t'g-. _}_g_égg_'
"odor or taste of fish or of shed blood", Ilk, lang-es "odor of
fish (and blood)” (Panganlban 606, 610 sub "langis'"); Man,
qumaw ''call" - Bik, gumaw "praise'; Man. seladeng 'deer' -
Mal, seladang "wﬂd deer" (cf. supra); Man. Ih_e_l—ai "hand" -
Tag, Bik. Bis, palad "palm of hand", and Man, _l_af_s__a_.z_ﬂ "penis'"
-Bis, ldsu "pems (coarse)“ or lasu ”masturbate” (Wolff: 650,
588) Bik, iﬂ "exposed head of pems” Ior 1o s';og. Ypenis'.
Restraint would seem to be, in the hght “of what has

been Id1scusse§d st111 qu:.te a commendable virtue -- even with

regard to the now rejuvenated (hopefully) Tas. o e AR

Diliman,  September-12, 1972
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FOOTNOTES

1" MacLeish (: 219, 226, 230, passim) also mentions -
this new title of Elizalde as well as the Tas mesianic
expectation -in relation to him :(cf_ .infra). :

2, . The term may even be a Proto-Austronésian reflex,
since it has probable cognates in Polynes;an Fiji, Tongan,
Urean kete' 'belly' and Rotuman éfe "belly" (Grace:58-59).
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