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Introduction

More than 80% of the Philippine languages are considered minor.

What are the criteria to consider them as such? What is the nature of

the studies that have been done on them? Are these languages considered

at all in language planning for the nation?

These are some of the questions that this volume intends to answer,

and in so doing, focus attention on Philippine minor languages, an aspect

in Philippine linguistics which Philippine linguists have often neglected.

The articles are arranged from the general to the more specific in

scope, geographically moving from the north to the southern part of the

Philippines. Bonifacio Sibayan sets the perspective for this compilation

with a general discussion of Philippine minor languages with reference

to language planning. Each article has an original input into the field

and more specially so for Jan Tan's study of Yadasen nouns and Tsunekazu

Moriguchi's preliminary report on Karao, languages which have not been

studied before and find print for the first time in this volume.

The paper of Consuelo Paz is valuable for the exhaustive listing

and annotation of the early works on the Philippine minor languages. It

should save a researcher much effort in searching for reference materials

on these languages.

Antoon Postma, for Mindoro minor languages and Pedro Guasa for

Bukidnon, present a survey and sociolinguistic analysis related to the

use of these minor languages.



Yukihiro Yamada presents a structural analysis of Itbayat folktales,

with the text included. A stress on semantic considerations is evident

in Ernesto Cubar's study of functional shift in borrowed words from

noun to verb, and Elmer Wolfenden's study of verb aspect in Masbateno

discourse.

Evan Antworth's study of the correspondence of Proto-Austronesian

phonemes as reflected in Sambal dialects is the only diachronic study in

this volume.

Purita Quidlat uses the tagmemic model in the study on Higa-onon

phrase structure. And Ernesto Constantino discusses a controversial issue

in Philippine languages - the subject, predicate and focus, with

application to Isinay.

It is my hope that this volume would be a start to a growing

concern for Philippine minor languages.

A. del Corro




