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LP may be well-planned, well-financed, and pursued with vigor. LP may

be engaged in by govermment through its legislature, its executive

branch, and supported by the judiciary. IP may also be under the aus-

pices of a private organization, a group, or hy individuals.

We may look at Philippine minor languages in a negative way: any

Philippine language that is not Cebuano, Tagalog, Ilocano, Hiligaynan,

Waray, Kapampangan, Bikol, or Pangasinan is a minor language. You will

please note at once that all major Philippine languages are spoken by

Christlan Filipinos. These constitute approximately 85 to 90% of the

total Philippine population (1975 census). One of the main character

istics of a minor Philippine language is that it is spoken by less than

700,000 people (1975 figures). Another characteristic is that it does

not have an extensive written literature.

Aside from the foregoing characteristics, what is the most important

difference between a major Philippine language and a minor one? In my

opinion, the most inportant difference is in how the govermment and other

people treat the speakers of the minor language: the speakers of major

languages have many advantages. For example, when the govermment trans-

lates important official documents into the Philippine languages other

than Pilipino, the major languages get top priority. The Surian ng Wikang

Pambansa translates many documents and papers for dissemination into the

more important Philippine languages; never in very minor Philippine
languages.

In the lanuage of the common people and in Pilipino: "kawawa naman






















