VERB ASPECT TN MASBATENO DISCOURSE
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1, Introductica.

When analyzing a discourse or text it 1has. proven helpﬁ;l to ldentify
the various kinds of information found in order to distinguish the significant
from the peripheral, supporting, information. Grimes (1975) stimulated by
Gleason (1968) separates the backbane of the text from everything else and
then distingnishes different kinds of nan-backbone information such as
setting, background, evaluation, collateral, and performative, That
speakers usually encode at least some of these types of information in
different grammatical constructions has already been demmnstrated in a wide
variety of languages (cf. Cleason (1968), Crimes (1978), Longacre (1968, 1977),
Jones, L. (1979), Errington (1979), Wrigglesworth (1980).

Now, Longacre (1981), following the seme line of investigation, suggests
that even the differences in verb inflections may be correlated with different
types of information in a discourse. He proposes the setting up of a
cline of verb relevance for narrative discourse.l Most relevant, and
therefore occuring highest on the cline, would be the verb forms used in
backbcrie sentences., Other verb forms occuring in the various types of non-
backbone sentences would be assigned succeedingly lower places on the cline
as less relevant. Furthermore, he postulates that different discourse
types willl have different clines of verb dvnamism, which in turm may prbvide
diagnostic clues for distinguishing discourses. This paper reports on a
study of verb usage in narrative, explanatory, and hortatory d:’;scwrse in-

vestigating the feasibility of such verb clines for Masbateno.
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1.1 Surmary of Masbateno verb aspects,

Verbs in “’Iasbateno are Inflected for aspect rather than tense. This
mans that it is the qualitv of the action which is signaled by the verb
mf'lecticn rather than its time. The system is samewhat simpler than in
English et regular verbs are inflected for two tenses and, with the
auxiliaries and modals, have a multiplicity of tense/aspect/mode/voice forms.
By cc:ntrast Masbateno verbs have an wninflected form and four aspect forms.
One of‘ the latter is a neutral, or generice, aspect verb-form while the other
three are prospective, progressive and perfective aspec‘ts. ne set of
these basic aspects is illustrated by the inflected forms of the root bakal
'buy' in the chart of Figure 1..3

Aspect : Verb F‘om
uninflected root = "~ bakal " huy?
generic maghakal - 'to buy'
prospective | - .. magsbakal 'is gomg to buy!
progressive” nagabakal 'is buylng'
perfective naghakal "bought'

Figure 1.

Tllustration of the aspect inflections of Masbateno
2 verbs. -

1.2 Verbk aspect and time of an action.
Since the verbs of Masbateno are unmarked for time, they can be used
equally well in either past, present, or fhture time discmrse In present-time

. passages, that is, In utterances oricnted towards the mcmant of the
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with the perfective, progressive and prospective aspects. Perfective aspect
can be understood as referring to past time, progmssive aspect to. present

time and prospective aspect to futum time, Generic aspect in‘this situatim
functions 1like jm;:aeratives and mfinitives. ’I‘his iﬁ the usual situation, for

exanple, ‘In quotations. Note examples (1) and (2).

(1) "Wara ka matuod makahuyot 1. ""ou truly- are not asble to hold
not you tr'ue ta-hom — on (gen-inf) to your salary from a
- Vacation” job but.count “ip. (gen-=impv)
san imo s:.zweldo san usad how much tuition you_pak (perf)

of-the your wage of- the me at the school,

na bakasyon piro kuwentsha kon
1k vaeation but count-up if

pira  an tuition na
how-much the tuition 1k

ginbayadan mo sa

pald-at by=you to-the

eskwela,"

school,

(2) "Tabangl man niyo 2, "You all help (gen-impv)
help? also by-you-pl my child lest he drown

; (pros) there."
an akon bata kay adto
the my child because there

malulumos,"
will=-drown.

Though the verb form makz;hgot 'to hold o' 1is ambiguously either generic
aspect or prospective aspect, depending on the context, in (1) it is
interpreted as generic aspect functioning as an infinitive, The form
lwentsha ‘count wp!' is generde aspect functioning as an imperative and
ginbayadan ‘'paid _a‘;‘ is perfective aspect interpreted as past time. In
(2) tabangi 'help' is generic aspect fnctioning as an imperative and malulumos
'will drown' is prospective aspect interpreted as future time. |

.
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In non-present-time discourses ascertaining the time of the verb aspect
is more problematical, In narrative discourse which reports past events , for
exanple, the progressive and prospective aspects do not correlate with
present and future time at all, So-.one question we will try to answer is
how the forms of an aspectual system correlate i-:ith the different types of
information in a discourse,

2, Distinguishing types of information in Narrative Discourse.

Narrative discourse refers to those texts-which tell stordes, either
fiction or real, report current events, pexjsonal experiences, or the like,
The backbane of a narrative diﬂ'm consists of those events which caryy
forward the action of the story. Events are reported by verbal clauses.
Some verbs, however, are considered less dynamic than others. Verbs of
motion, sensation, awareness, and psychological states or loglcal con-
sequences of preceding actions are less dynamic than others since they
either bring a pause in the action or are only cmtinuatims of earlier
actions, On the other hmd, caments. conditions; reasons, results and
amplifications are _".;:ackg*omd information,

2,1 Backbone information., For a story which occured, or was campleted,

prior to the tel];lng of the story by a narrator, the backbme sentences
typically have verbs in t‘he perfective aspect although such verbs are not
limited to backbone sentences. These verb forms are not an analytical problem
in this discourse tvpe - In the accompanying narrative text "My Persnal
Experience," the backbcne verbs are underlined.
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(3) AN AKON SADIRL NA EXPERENSYA
"™y Personal Experience!
5
1. Nadunduman ko sadto'n - 1. I remenber when I was
remembered by-me of-that still just three years old,
tulo pa  Yang ako ka tuig,
three still only I 1k year
2. gin-upcd - * ako'san . - akon 2. my father ook me with

accompanied I by-the my him to see a program near
EL SRS . ; the capitol bullding.
ama na magkita sin program
father 1k to-see of-a program

halapit sa may kapitolyo.
near tc-the there-is capitol-

3. Harayo ini sa 3. This was far from our
building, far this to-the house because at that time
we were still living there
amon balay kay . sadto didto near to the market.

our house because then there

pa kami ) nagaistar
still we (exc) were-living

sa halapit sa merkado,
at-the near to=the market, "

4, Nagpaaram ako sa  akon 4, I.informed my father
informed I to-the my that I would watch from
; near the stage.
ama. na malkita ako sa
father lk will-see I at-the

halapit san entahlado.
near by=the stage-

5. Pagkatapos . san  programma, 5. After thé program was

after-finish of-the program finished, I retumed to

where

nagbalik ako kon hain
retumed T if where

nagaingkod an akon ama pero wara my father was sitting
was-sitting the my father but not but he was not there.
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ne - silya didto. 6. Ginhunpga ko 6. I asked his can-

now he there asked by-me panions where he was
but they did not know.

an iya mga kaupod kon hain siva

the his pl comapnion if where he

pero dill ninda aram. 7. Tungod 7. Because it was

but not by~them know . - gbout - alrveady dark, I just
: went home,

kay madulom na, -nag=uli

because dark already, went home

na lang ako.

now only I
8. Primero ko pa lang idto 8. That was just my
first by-the yet only-that first time to walk home
_ alone and at night, "
na maglakat na solo kag gab-i _ so I was running and
1k to-walk 1k 'alcne and night crying because I was
na, kaya negadalagan kag nagatangis '
_already sa was-rumning and was crying
ako kay " nehadlok ako na basi afrald that T might get
I because afraid I 1k maybe lost and I was not
very sure of the way
ako mawara kag dili ko home,
I will-be-lost and not by-me
masyado kabisado an  agihan
very Sure the way
panli. 9. Nakazbot man glhapen 9. I finally reached
to-go-home : arrived also again hare again,
gko sa  balay. 10. Negparatangds 16, I cried and cried
I at-the house , ceried-and-cried again becasuve of my
~ fear and I feel asleep
lang gihapon ako tungod sa kshadlok SR wibhout eating supper.

only again I because of-the fear

kag nakakaturog ako na wars magkaomn,
and able=to-sleep I 1k not to-eat

The first backbone event verb is gin-upod  "accompanied/took with'
| in sentence two; it is a perfective aspect verb., The verb nadumdumsn
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‘remenbered! of sontence one is also perfective aspect but doés not qualify
as a backbone event because 1t is a stative verb (marked by the na- prefix)
and represents a psychological state. This verb sets the stage for the

s{:ory which is to follow: The rest of the wnderlined verbs carry the back-
bone of the story and are all perfective aspect verbs. Two other perfective
aspect verbs are not underlined since they are not considered backbone events

elther., The verb ngkasbot 'axiived' in sentence 9 and nagparatangls 'eried

and cried' in sentence 10 are reporting background information because (1)
nakasbot is a stative verb which is in tight sequence to naguli in sentence 7

and is considered part of that action of returning home; and (2) nagparatengis has

back reference to another background action in 8, that of crying,

2.2 Non-backbone information.

Besides the setting information In sentence 1, there are several other
kinds of information in this text. In sentence 2 the generlc aspect verb,
magidita 'to see’' functions as an infinitive and glves a reasm for the
action of the backbae event gin-upod. So, it is background informaticn.
Sentence 3 1s another plece of setting information given as a Déscriptive
ciause. The progressive aspect verb, nagalstar 'were living', 1s the
main verb _of the embedded clause in the middle of sentence 3 and it also
reports background information as a reason for the setting given- in the
first half of this conjoined sentence. The progressive aspect verb naga-
ingkod is the main verb of a depe:hdéﬁt clause attributive to the backbme

event verb nagbalik ‘returned 'énd indicates the goal of that verb's actio.
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At - the end of sentence 6 1s a conjoined negative verbal clause with a

simple root as the main verb, The verb, aram 'know', Iis interpreted as
perfective aspect in harmony with the aspéct of the backbone event .verb

at the beginning of the sentence.6 Negated clauses give collateral information
since it is action which never actually occured, There is more nan-backbone
information in the remalnder of the story but this much will suffice to give

a sample of such infonnétim and same of the grammatical devices used to

report 1it.

2.3 A cline of verb dynamism for narrative discourse.

Having sumarized the interpretation of the verb aspects for backbone and
non-backbone information we can now proceed to construct a cline of verb
relevance for narrative discourse. The most dynamic verbs will be those
used 1in the backbone of the story. The least dynamic will be those used only
rarely and then only in hm—bacld:cne information. Based on an analysis of
I‘m:rteenl texts a cline of verb dynamism for Masbateno narrative discourse

is given in Figure 2.

. Perfective aspect verbs

Dynamic Uninflected rootsl (interpreted as perfective _asﬁeét)
Progressive aspect verbs - -
Prospective aspect verbs

. Generic aspect verb

. Nonverbal clauses
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Figure 2,
Ranldng of verbs in Masbateno narrative discourse.

- In narrative discom*se the perfective aspect verbs are the most
dynamic because they apnear regularly in the backbone sentences as well
in some setting and background infomatim. The uninflected roots are 3
step down on the cline because their grammatical status as perfectives
depends on the presence of a dominating, inflected, perfective aspect verb.
Though these wninflected verb roots occur in both backbone and non-
backbone sentences, they are much less frequent than the perfective verbs,

Progressive aspect verbs appear in the third position on the
cline because they still xepn.sent real actims involving the main participants
although the actions mark bacl{grcnmd information of reason, result, or
participate in tight sc-ript sequences giving expecteéd follow-up action
rather then new information. They often occur alsc in first level .
embedding more frequently then any of the other remaining verb forms. Note,
for example again, ‘thé verb nagaistar 'were living' in (3).3 of the |
illustrative text.

Prospective aspect vérbs report collateral information, that is, actions
not yet realized. They oceur at variogs levels of embedding but more
frequently at second and third levels then higher. Nete the verb makita
'will see' in (3).4. Rarely, a prospective aspect verb occurs in the
setting of a backbone event.  These verbs express proposed actions farther
away from the real events of the backbane then progressive aspect verbs
and so are ranked in fourth position,
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Generic aspect verbs are ranked fifth on the cline because, as
infinitives reporting reason, result, or amplication information, they
are well in the background, As imperatives and in negated predicates they
report collateral information several steps away from the backbone
events.,

Nonverbal clauses are Included in the ranking as representing a zero verb
occurence. On this cline for narrative discourse nonverbal clauses are
the most static and therefore least dynamic becau;se they do not express
actions at all. They describe, identify, or state the existence of
something and usually report setting, comment, and amplication information.,
Note the Descriptive clause of sentence 3 which reports setting information.

There are no other types of non-verbal clauses in the narrative text "My

Perscnal Experience,”

3. Distinguishing types of information in Expository Discourse.

Expository, or explanatory, discourse has a very different
grammatico-semantic structure than narrative discourse. In narrative
discourse thg paeticipants in the story or event are prominent and their
actions form the backbone of the discourse. These actions are expressed
in sequences of verbal clauses marked for perfective aspect in Masbateno.
In expository or explanatory discourse it is not the participants in a plot
but the explanation of a subject matter which is prominent,

In a narrative discourse the events of the story are linked together
chronologically even though events can be presented out of sequence.

In explanatory discourse the subject matter is presented through a series of
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points which develop the explanention or argument loglcally rather than

by a sequence of time-based actios., Finally, a salient feature of most
narrative discourses is the climax or peak of the story which is preceded by
a buiid—up of benéim or excitement. Expository discourse characteristic-
ally lacks that build up of tension leading tc a peak 6f exéitement. It is
instead a rather lewvel presentation of facts. These may be interspersed
with 1llustrations which add some color or excitement but they are always

peripheral to the maln purpose of the discourse.

3.1. Backbone information in expositbry discourse.

The h_:acldaone of an expcsitory discourse 1s carried by clauses which
describe, I..emlain_, or identiiy in present time. There is relatively little
fluctuation to past and future time, In Masbateno this distinction is |
marked by regular use of nonvarbal clauses or progressive aspeet verbs in
backbone sentences. Ixerpla (5} 45 o excorpt from an expository text

end 1llustretes the roricdny oF backhone 1HifoPmetion in sueh texts, -

(4) 1. Kada 'summer nagatukdo : 1. Each sumer I =m
each summer am-tesching teaching First Aid to
: et - the students who are
ako sin 'First Aid' sa mga vacationing here in
I a  first aid to-the pl Masbate. :

eskwela nga nagabarakasyon didi
student 1k are-wacationing here

sa Masbate. 2. Sekop ini san 2, This is a part of
in-the Masbate part this of-the my work in the Red

Cross.
akon trabsho sa Red Cross. -
my werk in-the Fed Cross
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3. Parte san  trabaho san Red
part of-the wérk of-the Red

Cross an magpaaram kag magtukdo
Cross the to-inform and to-teach

sa mga tawo na magin andam pirmi

to pl person 1k become ready always

sa anumen na aksidente o emergency

in whatever 1k accident or emergency

na pwede mengyari sa inda.i. Dili
1k can to-happen to them not

ta masabi kon san-o
we=inc can-say if when

mangyayari o kon kanay
is-to-happen-pros or if to-whom

mangyayari an c=ksidente,
is=to-happen-pros the accident
kay 2 sa wruadlaw ta ~ na

because In dally our-ine 1k

pagpangabunay Giil payod malwasan
livelihood - not really can-avoid

an mga remalaso na dili man
the pl misfortune 1k not also

Lmtaz:li ginatuyo. 3. Amo Ini
really is-purposing it-is this

an rason ko nano kay an Red
the reason if wvhy the Red

vross nagatalinguha gayod sa
Cross is=striving really in=the

pagtukdo sin kaaraman sa
teacning of=the knowledge in=the

"First Ald", kay agod an.
First Aid because so=that the

tawo dill natataranta kag
person not are-panicing and

3. Part of the work of
the Red Cross is to
inform and teach people
who will always be
ready for whatever
accident or emergency
might happen to them.

4, We camnot say when
or to whom an accident
will happen.

because we really cannct
avoid unfortunate in-
cidents in our dally
work which are really
wmnintentioal,

5. This is the reason
why the Red Cross is
really striving in
teaching the

knowledge of First Ald,
so that people are not
panicing or belng cone
fused when accldents
have happened.




77

nagririsang kon nasbot s
being-confused if has-arrived the

€
mga remalaso, 6. An "First Aid" 6, First Ald is the
pl unfortunate the First Aid simpie immediate res-

: s vz culng and helping acci-
am  an  simple na pag-agap kag dent victims or the
it-is the simple 1k rescuing and sick who are not need-

, ing medicine until the
pagbulig sg mge naaksidente o doctor arrives or the
helping of-the pl victims or patient can be taken

to the doctor.,

megkakasakit sin biglash na dili
made-sick of-a sudden 1k nct

nanginginshanglan sin mga medisina
needing of-a pl medicine

hasta nga mag-sbot o madara
umntil 1k to-arrive or to-be-carried

sa doktor an pasyente.

' to-the doctor the patient

Sentence 3 is an Eoquational clause giving backbone information by stating
what part of the work of the Red Cross is. ‘Sentence 6 is another Equational
clause giving backbone information by giving the definition of fimst aid,

These are the anly two backbome sentences in this excerpt.

3.2, Non-backbene ﬁnfomati&; in Expository discourse.

Nen-backbone information in expository discourse is of the same sort as
for narrative discourse but its specific content is different and its surface
structure is also different. Sentence 1 of excerpt (4) is setting inform-
atlon, It is a progressive aspect werbal clause in which the narrator sets
the stage for the explanantion of first aid.

Sentence 2 1s an equational clause glving background information as -

anplication of the [Irst statemeni. Sentence U is a negated stative verb
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clause reporting custmafw action as collateral information. Sentence 5
is an equational clause giﬁg background: iriformation which ‘specifies
another reason ﬁ.hy the Red Cross teaches first ald. We may note in
passing how the staterents are linked logically as peoints in the on-going
explanation rather than being linked chronologically, '

3.3. A cline of verb dynamism for expository discourse.
In comparison with the cline of verb ranking for narrative discourse we
note. that the cline set wp for expository discourse is roughly the reverse

of tflﬁ former, See Figure 3.

Nonverbal clauses
Dominant &

mgessive aspect verbs

. Frospective aspect verbs

. Generic aspect verbs

\ Perittivesaspect-verbs

Ieast i -
Dorr:lnant_ ’ Uninflected roots

Figure 3.
Verb ranking for subject-matter oriented explanatory discourse. -

Nonverbal clauses are the predominant clauses of this expository
discourse, They carry most of the backbone information as well as much
non-backbone information, The non-verbal clauses which are significant.
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in Masbateno expository Lzris e ;:-Quatimal, descriptive, and existential.'

Progressive aspect verbal clauses rank below the non-verbal clauses.
Progressive varbs carry setiing, and various background information. In
expositéry discourses o s{;bje_ct matter progressive verbs occur only
‘rarely In '.backbone ¢lz=uson, ‘Prospective aspect verbs carry collateral
mf'omat.ion. They also cccur in explanatory statements as part of back-
gromd infermation, usually in dependent clauses. Prospective asspect
verbs are vaned below monveshal and progressive aspect verbal clauvses since
“hev.are glso less frequent. :

Generie sspect verbs are ranked next on the cline functioning as -
Infinitives vhic s:e cé:pi.em;'?"s giving collateral information, They also
are the sutomatic wverd form Mllarine v .:ra, 'not’ in past time, and following

time perticles. Theyr occesilarally occur s customary action verb as either
;0llateral or beackgroud “nformaticn. Perfective aspect verbs are most
gommenly found i ebedded clsnses as md:r.i‘:!_ers giving background _nf'orfr'.atlm
bub they are raye 1 crcurece, Lhinﬂected roots do not occur often

in expository discourse except as part of dialogues used to illustrate
explanatory points, so Uher e in the 133t position on the cline as the

least pro '“'“*lﬂh’f' foim of

S SRS S

-

3.4. Variaticns of the r1tn= £~ expository Alscourse.

There are scme variaticns in the cline of relevance for expositorv
discourse which are cdrrelamd with dlfferences in the theme of the
discourses. Flgure 4 gives a cline o relevance for per-sm-or'imte.d

expository discourse.
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Progressive aspect verbs

Perfective aspect verbs

Prospective aspect verbs
b Generic aspect verbs

Uninflected root verbs

Figure 4,
Verb ranking in a person-oriented expository discourse.

One of the texts used for this study is an explanation of a person's

: 7
situation. It is told as a third-person criented expository discourse.
An excerpt of that text is given in (5).

(5) 1. Aga na Jay na 1 thile still early in
moming yét is-ar%g now the moming, the mother
: and son were already
naman an meg-iloy kay again, because
in-tum the mother-son because the mother was sen%g
her son to a
atrabsho san iloy so that he would have
is-senm?gé'ﬁo—work by-the mother - money to buy pants with,
an iya anak agod igwa '
the her child sc-that there-is
man  lang iksbakal sin pan-
glso only to-buy-with of-a
talon., 2. wﬂa%g% sen 2, The mother is_feeling
pants s-being-felt by-the their poverty because
never before have they
iloy an inda kawarad-on kay lacked like their

mother the their hardship because present distress.
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tunatuna wara pa sinda matikapo
from-begiming not yet they lack/short-

na pareho san 1inda pagtios
of 1k like of=the thelr suffering

L]

niyan. 3, Maskli ngani ibarakal 3. Even though she 1s
now even indeed to-buy-with near to giving birth,
, she has not yét been
sin  lampin wara pa siya makatima able to prepare funds
of-a digper not yet she can-prepare with which to buy
) diapers.

na halapit na siya mag-snal.
1k near 1k she to-gdive-birth

4, ti niya y gamit ] 4, T™e former clothes

e B2 1P B she ysed at child birth
- she has given away to

sa pag-anak naipanghatag - - others.,

in-the giving-birth was-glven-away

na niya sa iba. 5. Kag 5.-And previously she
already by-her to-the other and had really prepared

: her baby's layette well
datidati haravo pa an iya . In advance of the birth,

usually far still the her

anakan preparado na gavod
birth-date prepared now really

slya san 1ya mga "baby's layette'.
she of-the her pl haby's layette

6. Niyan kay mawalo na an iva 6. Now, because she

now because eight now the her has eight children at

: home and two others

anak kag igwa - pa sin = studying in college
child and there-is yet of-the : it was rare that she

- had sufficient funds,
nagaadal sa kolehivo na
is-studying in-the college 1k

duha, medyo iwat siya sin
two somewhat scarce she of-the

pagpaigoigo san  kuwarta,
sufficient of-the money

7. Usad pa siya san mga na- 7. She is also one of
one yet she of-the pl those suspended from
work because cf her
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suspindi sa trabaho being charged in a case.
suspended from-the work

dshilan san pagkasangkot niya
because of-the being-charged her

sa  usad na kaso, 8. Ginaporbshan 8. She is really being
in-a cne 1k case 1s-being-tried tested by the Lord as

- to where is her faith
gayod siya san Ginoo kon hasta in Him.

really she by-the Lord if wntil

diin an iya pagtuod ga - Iya,
where the her believing in-the Him

In this text the progressive aspect verbs occur in most of the
backbone sentences and are thus considered to have greater daminance’
than the nonverbal clauses. Nonverbal clauses do occur in a few backbone
sentences, but are used more commonly to describe the situations as they
are explained. The perfective aspect verbs,x which rank next to the
bottom in the subject-matter discourses, rank third in this text. Their
higher renking is based on two factors: they occur as the verb of same in=-
dependent clauses even though they are carrying background information
(usually as verbs of motion, awareness, sensation, psychological states,

ete,) and they are more frequent then the lower ranked verb forms.

14.‘ Types of information in a Hartatcry discourse.
l,1, The purpose of hortatory discourse is the giving of advice. In this
type of text Imperative verbal clauses usually carry the backbane ‘mformation,
but if the narrator senses that the blint commands of imperative verbs
would be too harsh he may use other verb foms to mitigate the commands.
The cline of verb relevance shown in Figure 5 for hortatory cﬁscourse

reflects the verb usage in the accorpanying hortatory text of (6) whose themc
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i

consists of personal advice on a medical problem,

« Generic as imperative

Equationai c-laﬁse 0t
_Gen‘er'ic' as infinitive
Progressive

: , Prospective
Figure 5.

A eline of verb relevance for hortatory discourse.

(6) AN MGA PAAGT NA MAHALI AN PONGGOD

"The Ways to Remove Pimples'

1. Kadaruan sa gingpongged : 1. Most of those who
most of-the having-pimple - are afflicted with
43 pinples are between
‘idto'n mga dose pablente - anyos the ages of 12 to 20
that-1k pl twelve to-twenty years years old, but this
: ' confiltion will event-
an edad, piro mawawara ually disappear.

the age but can-be—eliminated

man lang ini. 2. An kinahangalan
also only this the needed

na himuen sa igwa seni amo 2. The necessarvy thing

1k to-do when there~is of-this it-is to do when this con-
ditio exists is:
an:
tie -
3. Maglabar san bayhon sa 3. Wash the face mom-
wash of-the face in-the : ing and evening on ar-
: riving hame from school
aga kag sa gab~1 or work.

morming end in-the evening

pag-abot hali sa eskwelahan
arriving from the school
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o sa trabaho.
or the work

4, Mainit-init na tubig an gami-
lukewarm 1z water the to-

ton kag magsabon sin sabm na
use and soap the soap 1k

ginagamit paglaba o sabon
being-used laundering or soap

na wara'n pahumot,
1k not-of-the perfume

5. Pagkatapos nusnusan sf.n twa],va
afterwards Tub-with the towel

hasta na magmara, kag
until 1k to-dry and

6. pidliton para magluwas an

squeeze so-thsat go-out the

mga puti kag iton na naka-
pl vhite and black lk is-

hara sa mga pino na
blocking at~the pl tiny 1k

buho san  panit.
hole of-the skin

7. Mag-ehersisyo sa luwas
exercise at-the utside

agod mainitan san
so-that will-be-heated by-the

- adlaw para maghakbak an sa
sun so-that to-peel the. m—the

lwwas na panit, piro dili _mag-
outside 1k skin ‘but not to-

pabalhas sin sobra.
sweat Iin-the excess

li, Use warm water and
SO with a soap
used %or landry or
cne that has no per-
fure ..

5. Afterwards, rub with
towel intil dry, and

6. pinch the pimple so
that the white and -
black stuff which blocks
the tiny pores (holes)
of the skin will cane
out.

7. Exercise cutside to

get a little sunburm
so that the outer skin
will peel off but do
not sweat too much,
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8. Magkaon sin damo na prutas kag 8. Eat lots of fruit
eat of-a many 1k fruit and and avoid sweets like
. chocolate and the like,
malikay sa  mga matam-is pareho Likewise, avoid iodized
avold cef=the pl sweet Iike .salt.

Sa tsokolate kag iba pa. Amo
the chocolate and other yet it-is

man an asin na 'iodized!',.
also the salt 1k iddized

9. D11 magbutang sin mga pampatahom 9. Do not put makeup
not put-on of-a pl make-up on the face or use
powder elther becasue
sa bayhon o polbo kay . this can damage it.
-on~the face or powder beceuss ; '
makasira ini,
can-damage this
10, Dili ~inam o maglshid sin A0s To not take or
not d%ﬁ or wipe-mn of-a apply medicines that
_ contain sulfa or
mga bulong na may asupre kag renicilin,
pl medicine 1k there-is sylfa and
penicilin,
penicilin :
11. Maghunga anay sa doktor 11, Ask your family
ot ask first to-the doctor doctor first before
seeing a specialist
san pamilya bag-o magpakita for thils skin infec=
of-the family before +to-show ' tion,

Sa especlalista na dekior sa
to-a specialist 1k doctor of=the

saldt san panit,
sick of-the skin

The cline of Figure 5 reflects the gramnatical prominence of verb
usage in the hortatory text glven in example (6). In this text, the
generlc aspect verbs which function as the predieate head word in the back=-

bone clauses are interpreted as imperatives:as seems appropriate in the
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context. Thus, the generic-as-imperative verbs daninate thettekt:and are

assigned the highest position cn the cline.

The equational clauses are ranked second on this cline because they are ~:e 7.i.7-

the next prominent form of independent clause. They carry setting information. -

Tn the next position are the generic aspect verbs vhich occur as infinitives.
These carry background information of reason and amp H¥fiéatian,

Lé.st in .the cline are the progressive and prospective aspect verbs, in
that order. The progressive verbs occur in nominal phrases as headwerds::
or modifiers of headwords and so are far removed from the backbane information.
The prospective aspect verb glves a comment on the getting situation of
sentences 1. This coment is collateral information.

Since the text 1s very sﬁort, there are no examples of some of the verb

forms, so they are not ranked on the cline.
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2QOTNOTES

i3 : :
By ‘'cline' Léngacre refers to a raniding of the verbs' inflectional

forms according t¢ shelr importance to a text.

2
Masbateno is spoken in the island province of Masbate in central

Philippines. There are approximately 600,000 people in the province and
about two~-thirds speak Masbateno as their mother tongue; the rest are
bilingual in it, but speaking one of the surrounding major languages ss
their mother tongues.

Data for this study were gathered in Masbate between 1973 and 1979 by
the author wnder the auspicés of the Summer Institute of Linguistics, This
project was completed at a workshop in the Philippines directed by Robert E.
Longacre cénsultant for the Summer Institute of .Iingulstics. I am appreciative
of the stimulation from his seminars and the helpful comments he made on

earlier drafts of this paper.

2
There arc three alternate sets of aspect forms in Masbateno. The

choic;e of set is determined by the verb focus. The set given in Figure 1
is the active verb focus set. The passive set is @ (zero), @ (zero),
gina- and gin-. The stati-ve set has ma-for gensric and prospective aspects
end ne~ for progressive and perfective although -scme speakers add a
reduplicéted syllable for prospective and progressive aspects.

]
Abbreviations used in the exanples are:

Ik - linker na/nga connects head words with modifiers;

ka 1s sometimes used in place of na/nga to
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camect. counf words (e.g, isad 'me!, dma
"two, ete.) as modifiers to head words.

pl - plural

gen ~ generic.

impv - imperative

inf - infinitive

perf = pei'fective

orog - prbg;r'essiw I

pros - pm-spective

B
he text is from Miriam V, Barlet of Masbate, Masbate.

6 : : :
Wayne Dye (vla Longacre, 1972) reports a somewhat similar situation

for the Bahinemo language of Papua New Guinea. There the time of action is -
set by a dependent verb in the opening sentence of a paragraph which is
the cmjy verb in the paragraph which marks real time in relation to the
reél world sitﬁatim. ‘The rest of the verbs in a Bzhinemo paﬁagmph are |
independent but neutral in time, Their tense inflection 1s interpreted in
Te Tk st hat hrarint Wi, | 5

7 i 4 gl
In an article on the discourse structures of Border Cuna of Panama
Keith Forster classifies this type of discourse as Beha.viofal, raﬁher than
Expository, because it'has a prominent third person agent,: That groups it
‘together with such other discogrée types as ﬁ'cmjnating speechés and -
employee reference reports. Miether that is true for Masbateno discourse must

awalt further analysis.
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