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Introduction

Higa-onon or Iga-onon refers to the language spoken by some
3,000 Higa=onons living in sitio Kalamalamahan, Barangay Rogongon,
Tligan City. Rogongon which is sbout 35 kms. awgy from the poblacion
and accessible by logging trucks, is located close to the houndaries
of Lanac del Norte and Bukidnm.

The origin of the Higa-onon has yet to be ascertained. Based
on an interview with the informants, the term Higa-cnon comes from the
word gaun which means to rise. They claimed to have lived originally

‘along the coastlin_e of Lanao del Norte and Misamis Oriental but they .

moved 'gaun' to the upland following the route of the river banks to
avold conversion to Islam. The Higa-onons claimed that the Maranasos
are the Islamized Higa-onons,

Fleldwork on Higa-onon was conducted in Kalamalamshsan , Rogongon,
a comunity of sbout 3,000 Higa-onons, Information was obtained firom
Hlga-onon informants who are conversant in Higa-onan and in Cebuano

(the redium of commmication between info_man‘cs and the investigator).

Higa-onon Phonenes

Higa-onon has 19 segrental phonemes and one swrasegrental . phaneme

which is stress. The consonants are /p t q (glottal stop) b d g 1 m n.ng

hswy/. The vowels are low central /a/, high front /1/, mid
central /e/, and high back /u/.
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Phrase Cmstmctim

The purpose of this pa_per 1s to describe the structure of phrases in
Higa-cnon by using the tagmemic method of analysis,

A phrase 1n Higa—mm may be defined as a canstruction which typically

expourkis tagmemes an the clause level or it may also oceur on the phrase
level as an embedded phrase, By its. internal features, the phrase in Higa-
onn is a wnit of modification or cmjmc’cim whose head tagmeme is mani-
fested by a menber of one of the major word classes, Traditimally, phrases
have been assumed to be composed of imﬁe ‘than one word, In description with
‘the tagmenmic model, however, conciseness and simplicity of statemsnt {s-
gained by considering phrases to include those single wur'ds which are
expandable to include more then cne word.

1. Simple Noun Phrase (Smrh)

A simple noun phrase consists of a Nown Head pr::;-;:_t__aded by: an
optimal plural marker (pl) and followed by an optidxal possessive
tagmeme (Poss). There are two subtypes of simple noun phrases: the
Personal Noun Phrase (PNPh) and the Common Noun Phrase (CNEh).,

-1.1 Personal Noun Phrase (PNPh)

1?
Formula: PNPh = +Head ‘ + Poss
] 3 a ik
i-'. =
pn pro,y
ReAxPh

That is, a per'émal nom phrase consists of an obligatory Head slot
filled by a personal noun followed by an optional possessive tagr&ne (Poss).
The possessive tagneme may be filled by the {ku) class of possessive
perscnal pronouns, or a relator axis phrase (ReAxPh) introduced by the
relator (hi} :
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ku Possessive Perscnal Pronouns (pmj)
Singular - Plural
First ku my' ta(dual) four?
taw(iecl)
day(excl)
Second ' nu ‘your' s 'your*
Third din 'his' 'hers' - dan 'their!
v A R SR EEB T ey :
Examples:
13 Maymgyan : 3. ginay hi Lueiano 'Luciano's mother!
- : 'my father! mother of Luciano
2. gamay ku

4, qépuq hi Imshan 'Imghan's grandparents'
1.2 Common Noun Phrase (CNRR)

Formula: CNPh = #pl +Head -~ tPoss
Mga “Toen pm
AdjPh ReAxPh
PossPh
*

That 1s, a comon noun phrase cansists of an obligatory Head
slot fiiled by a commen noun preceded by an optional plural marker (pl)
and followed by an optional possessive tagmeme (Poss). The Head slot
'may be fﬁ.‘tled by an- adjective phrase or a possessor phrasé. The
possessive tagmeme may be filled by the ku class of possessive personal

pronouns or a relator axis phrase introduced by the relator gy .

1_ EXEOIDET s '
1. bugtag  'earth! 4, lapis din 'her peneil'
2 ngabétaq 'children' 5. mga qwﬁgmday 'our animals!
pl child pl animal our -

3 qaséwa hi Berto 'Berto's wife

6. mga malambuq ha bataq  'fat children’
pl fat lg child
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2. Adjective Phrase (AdjPh)

Formula: AGjPh = #Mod ,- +1g ~ *Head
' PPh ] ha CNPH
CNPh SerPh
NuPh
AdjPh {

That 1s, an adjective phrase has an obligatory modifying tagmme
followed by a ligature plus a descriptive Head. Mod and Head may
permute but not when Mod is expounded by a NuPh.

Examples: . :
1. malambug ha bahi 'fat woman'

fat 1lg woman

2. madikel ha mga bébw daw mga budfmg 'many plgs and cats'
many 1g pl pig and pl cat

|
3., ningka buuk ha tagbis 'one bird!
- .One. _plece:lg blrd

3. Possessor Phrase (Poss_h)

Formula: Possh = +Mod } +1g +Head
pro, ha CNPh
ReAxPhl SerPh

That is, a possessor phrase consists of an cbligatory modifying
slot plus an obligatory Head preceded by a ligature. The expounding
relator of the relator axis phrase 1s ki, I

Examples: | ' :
1. kanak ha kalasan 'my forest!

2, Kk q;:lmay ha kal_ébaw 'father's carabao’

3. kamf:y ha qz'imay daw qj'.nay 'our parents’'
ey :

4, ki Pedro ha gikam 'Pedro's mat’
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4. Locative Phrase (LocPh)
. Formula: : LocPh =  +part loc

+gen loe

-. = R . <Samp&W} F‘[',(J.pt, J

{balay) thouse!
ReAxPh
NSPh

+ :
That is, a locative phrase (LocPh) has an obligatory tagmeme of

2 particular location filled by a class of particular location of the

sampaw class plus an cbligatory tagmeme of general location of the

' -
balay class, or the ReAxPh2 or a NSPh,
Examples: | -
1, sampaw hu trak 'top of the truck’
too the truck

2. daddlem ta séeg 'under the floor!
under the floor

| ¥
3. layun ta dalan 'across the road’

, qllbay ta b;.lay 'near the house!
5. Demonstrative Phrase (DmPh)
Formila: DuPh = #fod I +ig { +Head
dm prn ha CNPh
LocPh

That is, a demonstrative phrase (DmPh) consists of an obligatory

modifier tagmeme filled by a demonstrative pronoun followed by an

cbligatory Head tagmeme filled by either a cammon noun phrase or

a locative phrase introduced by the ligature (ha> e

Demonstrative Particles:
T 1
ha=i "this' . hayan
7 ]
ha=ini Tthis here!? ha—en
]

hayaq _ 'that far away'

'that neéar you'

'tha;t there!
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‘r&m T e particles are preceded by the relators sa and
foy e B or the Phrer ayilabie of the Gumrebrative is traed, aid tie
relator assimilates the remaining syllable of the demonstrative particle.

sa.+ha—_;. P sa-i ta * hayz'iq,../ tayéq

RS RS S E& 4 hacen A o

ta + h&-:'L ~ ta-j'. _ |

When the particles are preceded by words enciing In consanants, the .
consanant h of the demanstrative is dropped and the consonent ending of the
precéding word is .ré.ci@licated, There is morphophonemic change occuring
across word boundaries. Thus,

km;k ha—iNkan;k ka—:fL | 'this is mine’

Kendin hay;qnfkandin na;}éq 'that 1s his'

_qeta:iw hayénﬂqeta'm wayén 'that person'
-Ebcénples: |

1

X hay;aq ha mga batag 'those children'
that 1g pl child ¥
L ;

2. ha-1 ha sigupan ku 'this cigarette of mine'
this lg cigarette my

- f 1 : :
2 haye'iqhasanpawmkayu 'that cne on top of the tree':
that 1g top the tree

6. Numeral Phrases (NuPh) _ __
Numeral phrases are classified into: NuPhl and I\IuPhQ.
6.1 NuPhy

Formula: MJP!'LL =

4/-(+16) | +nead

daw ‘'and! num
NuPh
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That is, a numeral phrase consists of an obligatory Head filled
by a numeral followed by an opticnal linker @aw} 'and' plus a
second Head tagmeme filled by a nmeral: or a Numeral phrase. The
numreral expounding Head, are: th~ mumefals 1-9.

Examples:

1 7
1. sabuwa 'one! 3. mga tatelu 'three!
v 1 pl three
2. samulu daw ssbuwva 'twelve! '
ten and one 4, mga kaluwa-an daw haenum 'twenty six’
pl twenty and six

6.2 NuPh
2 -
Formula: NuPh2 = ' +num +whole
NuPh : pm

2
<alan> 1311t '

That is, a NuPh2 consists of an obligatory numeral plus an

cbligatory tagmeme denoting 'whole'., The numeral slot day be filled
by a numeral phrase or by @m} 'all', The following slot is filled
by the (kmdc) class of personal pronouns (pmg). The prn,, expound-
ing whole is always plural.
Examples:

i % q;.-Llan kand_’:.n 'all of them'

¥ ]
2. madakel kanay 'many of us'

1 1 T
3. kaluwa-an daw sabuwa kandan "twenty-one of them’
§ 7
4, atiyusy kanay 'a few of us'
| 1 It
5. daduwa kandan 'two of them’

Ts Nmspeciﬁcaﬁion Phrase (NSPh)

-—-Fopmula: - NSPh = - +gen term- +Head

(b;san 'even' '<sin—1'1)'who‘
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That is, aﬁ-nchspecification phrase (NSPh) consists of an
* obligatory general term fag;neme filled by .bism or isan 'evéﬁ.' plus
an cbligatory Head slot filled by a class of question words sin-u 'who!.
Exanples: _
A bisan -Sin-ltl 'anyone! 5 b:;.san I-can-lfl 'anytime'

1 ’ even when
2. @isan ginu 'anything!' ' 1
even what : 4. qgisan hindu 'anywhere'
j even where '

8, Relator Axis Phrase (ReAxPh)

A relator axis phrase (ReAxPh) consists of a relator expounded
by various relators and an axis expounded by different types of phrases.
The relator axis phrase are classified into ReAxPhl and Re.ﬂxxPl'x2

81HeAxPhl

Formula: ReAxPhl = +re +Axis
si |
hi PNPh
ki =

That is, this type consists of m cbligatory relator of the
éi} class followed by an obligatory axis filled by a personal noun

phrase,
Examples:
1
1, si Plansa Ypiansa® 4, say Piansa 'Piansa and them’
7 ; H : :
2+ hi batag ku ‘'your child’ 5. hay ginay ku 'my mother and thew’
1
3. ki Berto 'Berto! 6., kay Berto "Berto and them'
8.2 ReAxPh,_ “
- Formiilas HexPh i, = - +re {1  +Ads
2a(su) : dm
ta pm
hu CNPE
1 DmPh
; LocPh
NuPh
L 4
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That is, ReAxth consists of an obligatory relator of tm.(.sa>
class plus an obligatory Axis filled by a demmstrative particle or any
of the phrases indicated in the formula '

Examples:

e g
1. su tangila din. 'his ears'
the ear his 7

2., sa taliludan nu ' your back!
the back your

T 1
3. sa=1 ha qetaw 'this man'
- sa ha-1 1g man

t i 1 1t . z

4, Tu atiyuay ha bahi  'the small woman'

the small 1f woman

T 1 i L

5. ta=i ha mga dumag ku - '"Thege campanions of mine’

ta ha-1 1g pl companion my

f §
6. sa haenum ha budung day 'our six ¢ats'
the six 1g cat our

kanak Personal Pronoumns (pm2)

Singluar Plural
First - keandk  'me' | kanf'Lt(dual) is'
kmfly (incl) .
kanay (excl)
Second qi‘mu/qzrtkaw "you' qinyu " 'you!t
Third lcanﬁz'n "him!' Kendan  ‘them'

. As ccmpared to pm_[ s pm2 indicates a more specific type -of
. possession and is commonly used as referent, direct or indirect.

9, Time Phrase (TiFh)
Formula: TiPh = +gen, time { +part time
i {q“mm) 'present ' Qunes) 'monday’

gka... s 'ae...'
@af;dm ¥
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That is, a TiPh consists of a general time tagmeme filled by a

class of general time words (’qimm) 'present' plus an cbligatory

‘particular time words like @unes) "monday?

md@emgka...- 'one...!

or an Ad,an The relators of the <lur1e$ class expounding particular
! ]
time are <lﬂ.l) and <su> when', NuPhl is the expanent of the Mod

of AdjPh expounding Axis, When Gzangka...
particular time, it may permute with @iman.}
Examples: e

1.

2.

3.

i |
glmen ku lunes  'this monday!'
present when monday

T 1
giman ku daleman 'tondight!'
present when n:lga,ht

1
qasem ku maénglaw "tomorrow'
future when day

' ‘
nangkatuig giman 'a year from now!
one year future

] ¥ 1
tatelu ha makapitu qgiman "three weeks

three 1lg week present

T | |
quman sase lum 'every morning’
every morning

10. Beneficiary Phrase (BenFh)

Formula: BenPh = +re(ben)

or an AdjPh expounds

from now!

+Axis(bell)

(pam) ! Por?

b

pm 2

ReAxPh
Serfh

That 1s, a BenPh consists of an obligatory benefactive relator

(para) 'for' plus a benefactive Axis filled by pm, or a ReAxPh or a
SerPh, The relator of ReAxPh which expounds Axis are (id.) and fmu} .

-
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Exanples:
t ¥

1, para kanak 'for me!

¥
P ] :
2. para ki Onotan 'for Onotan'
34 i S f & i :
3. para hu atiyuay ha laga 'for the small maiden’
for the small Ig malden ' 2
¥

1 i . 3 \
4, para hu mga batag daw mga la-asen 'for the children and the old’
for the pl child and pl old i

1 L e P %3 ¥
5. para hu ginay ku daw hu qapuq ku ha bahi
for the mbther my and the granparent the female

'for my mother and my grandmother'
11. Serial Phrase (SerPh)

n
Formula: SerPh =  +Head (1k - +Head)
; ’ L § 1
pmS _ daw'®and pmu
CNPh ReAxPh
ReAxPh ] NSPh

That is, a SerPh consists of two or more phfase types joined by
,@aw} 'and' or by juxtaposition.
Exanples:

1. ka daw siak 'you and myself!
you and myself

2.- 81 Maymayan daw siak 'Maymayan and myself'

7
3. sa qétaw daw sa mga batag "the person and the children?
the-man-and' the pl child
t > i oy i

4, hi gamay daw hi qinay 'father and mother!
re father and re mother
? ! ' 1
5. hu mga bakbak daw hu qasu daw bisan qinu
the pl frog and the dog and even what

"the frogs and the dog and whatever'
1 1T 3
6. tukab wulang suluq ‘eyelid face fingernail’
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Subject/’l‘oﬁic pronouns (me)

Singular Plural
F.‘]I‘St E a(d) tT 'H‘E" r ld.(d)(dual) et 7
: _ - Kdw (inel)
{ F kay (excl)
Second ka(d) ‘'you' kaw 'you'
Third 7 ‘he' 'she'! sidan . 'they' 'them'
Reflexive pronouns (pmu)
T i 5
First . siak 'T myself' =  sikjt (dual) - 'we ourselves'
: el sikwy (incl)
sikay(excl)
e sikay 'you yourself! sinyn -  'you%yourselves!

Third ¢ 'he himself! sidan they themselves’
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