About the Authors

RUANNI TUPAS currently lectures in sociolinguistics in education at the Centre
for Applied Linguistics, Institute of Education, University College London. Prior
to his current appointment, he taught at the University of the Philippines in
Diliman, Virginia Tech in the United States, National University of Singapore
and National Institute of Education, Nanyang Technological University. He is
an Associate Editor of the International Journal of the Sociology of Language,
and on the international advisory and editorial boards of several journals,
including TESOL Quarterly and Language Teaching.

LUCRIS CARINA (Louie) AGNIR-PARAAN is Vice President for Academic
Affairs and President-elect of Northern Christian College in Laoag City, [locos
Norte, and Director for Communication Programs of the Center for Global
Best Practices in Alabang. She earned her Ph.D. in English Studies (major
in Language) at the University of the Philippines in Diliman, where her
dissertation was awarded the Gawad Antonio Mercado Abad Pinakamahusay
na Dissertasyon sa Antas Gradwado (Most Outstanding Dissertation in the
Graduate Level). Her AB and MA degrees were also earned at the University of
the Philippines. She is currently pursuing directions in research that emerged
from her dissertation data. She also conducts various training programs and
seminars in speaking and writing in Business English, as well as on cultural
sensitivity in communication for expats working in the Philippines.

FINA FELISA LAVALLE-ALCUDIA is a facultymember of the College of Education
of West Visayas State University (WVSU) in Iloilo City. She teaches courses in
English language teaching and linguistics in the undergraduate and graduate
levels and is a regional trainer for DepEDsenior high school English teachers.
She holds a BSE degree (English and Social Science) from WVSU, M.Ed. in TESL
from UP Visayas, and Ph.D. in English Studies (Language) from UP Diliman.

181



182 Unity and Diversity: Perspectives in Language Studies Research

Prof. Alcudia was awarded the WVSU’s Most Outstanding Teacher in 2017.

She is currently the Director of the University Distance Education Program.

JULIE B.JOLO is an instructor of the Department of English and Comparative
Literature at the University of the Philippines Diliman where she obtained a
bachelor’s degree under the English Studies: Language program. She has done
research in the field of critical discourse analysis with a focus on gender and
metaphor studies and has presented her work in international conferences on
women'’s studies and applied linguistics. She currently teaches undergraduate
courses on composition, research, and literature while also serving as a
freelance storyteller. Ms. Jolo recently received an Erasmus scholarship and will
pursue graduate studies in Gender and Women'’s Studies at the York University
and University of Utrecth.

IRISH JOY DEOCAMPO is a faculty member of the Department of English and
Comparative Literature. She also worked as a teacher-fellow for Teach for the
Philippines from 2015 to 2017. She has conducted several communication and
writing workshops for both teachers and government officials. She graduated
cum laude with a degree in BA English Studies major in Language from UP
Diliman.

RALPH VINCENT G. CATEDRAL graduated with a degree in English Studies:
Language (magna cum laude) from the University of the Philippines. He
also holds a Juris Doctor degree from the same university. He is currently
the Prosecution Manager of the Manila field office of International Justice
Mission, a global organization that seeks to protect the vulnerable from
violence. He represents in court survivors of human trafficking and online

sexual exploitation.

MARK ALVIN R. RECTO graduated with a degree in English Studies: Language
(magna cum laude) from the University of the Philippines. He also has a law
degree from the University of San Carlos in Cebu. He is currently working as

a Court Attorney in the Visayas Station of the Court of Appeals.



About the Authors 183

MARELLA THERESE TIONGSON is an Assistant Professor at the Department
of English and Comparative Literature, University of the Philippines Diliman,
where she handles courses in English teaching, language studies, and academic
writing. She holds a Master of Education in TESOL Leadership (with distinction)
from Massey University in New Zealand, and a Bachelor of Secondary Education
(magna cum laude)from the University of the Philippines Diliman. Her research
interests include writing in the disciplines, interdisciplinary collaboration,
and genre pedagogy.

GRACE M. SAQUETON is an Assistant Professor at the Department of English
and Comparative Literature, College of Arts and Letters, University of the
Philippines-Diliman. Her research interests include critical discourse analysis,

language and gender studies, World Englishes, Unequal Englishes, and critical

pedagogy.

MAXINE RAFAELLA C. RODRIGUEZ is an Instructor at the Department of
English and Comparative Literature at the University of the Philippines-
Diliman. She is currently pursuing a Master of Arts degree in English Language
and Linguistics (Research) at the National University of Singapore. Her research
interests include discourse analysis, historical revisionism, multimodality, and

sociolinguistics.

CHRISTIAN GO is a PhD candidate in English Language and Linguistics at the
National University of Singapore. His on-going research is on the semiotic
construction of Metro Manila Pride’s linguistic landscape. His research interests

include language and sexuality and linguistic anthropology.

VENUS PAPILOTA-DIAZ is Associate Professor and Learning Assessment Center
Director at West Visayas State University (WVSU), Iloilo City. She finished
her PhD English Studies (Language) at UP Diliman as CHED FDP Scholarship
grantee. She has published papers in Review of Women Studies and Philippine
Journal of Linguistics and a primer on addressing rape, advocating women'’s

and child’s rights. and has presented papers in conferences sponsored by IAFL,



184 Unity and Diversity: Perspectives in Language Studies Research

IGALA, and Linguistic Society of the Philippines. At the moment, Dr. Papilota-
Diaz serves as faculty researcher, English Editor, and member of Technical

Review Committee at WVSU Research and Development Center.

GLORY FE B. SALMINGO and APRIL ROSE C. VALENCIANA are Magna Cum
Laude graduates of the AB English Program at WVSU. The article is an offshoot
of their thesis which won the Best Thesis Award in 2016, under the supervision
of Dr. Venus Papilota-Diaz. Ms. Salmingo is presently pursuing her Doctor of
Medicine at WVSU, and Ms. Valenciana her Bachelor of Laws at the University
of San Agustin, Iloilo City.



