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Military tradition and establisnmant has long teen & parl of Philippine socily,
Tha scholarly works on military histore. sone mastly by forrarsoldiers and of
coit T vast sanorama of both formal and inforreal trsditiensz eoorilitany s,
Thase works are cornpreneEnsie 0 lermsol gata, rendane g ar deal histos? meant
tainztil prids and recogntion for the miltare. Only-recenty has & more critical poind
ol view surtacad, In the "other nstory' the militarg s de-glamonzed i aceounts of
atrocitissand defeats, Readers ars arovided a ilimsse of e arren (orees' sormples
cnaracterand chang rg mles particelarty inthe last thrse decacss, Mors thormih
SUICIES N2 Necessasy 1o understand why the FRilippine Armecd Forcss ivite nistary
has b both orotestar and copreszor of tho pesala,

The Fhilippine Armed Forces has been the subject of several
nistorical and analytical works, Depending on which study one reads,
nowaver, the character of the militane institution takes aon different forms.
fons were to read publications by miltary officers ar commissionad by
the armed forces, one finds a story of glony, bravery, caurage under fire;
an armed forces far the protection and defense of the peaple, of the
country. And yet when on reads other sources - the glory and the courags
is there al times, but also ather more disturbing aspects, Oppression,
killings, carruption and other issues come aut, Which then is the
Frilippine armed forces — a real defender or else a palitical ool or an
entity by itself serving other ends? Forsuch a camplicated establishment
as the Armed Forces of the Philippines, the answer cannot be a simple
one, This paper seaks 1o examine some of the nistorical works about the
Philippine armed foreas and what they present, and same commenis on
the character of the Philippine armed farces,

Milttary tradition and establishrment has long been a part of Philippine
society, War was a part of the lite of the pre-colonization Filipino, and
weapons and warfare, ‘as well as military organizations, were part of
Filiping culture throughout the archipelago. There is, haowever, not Just
one but two basic traditions in Philippine military history: informal,
pecole’s military or para-military organizations and operations, on one
hand arid, an the othear, formal standing arganizations and operalions.
The first tradition involves peaple’s military forces which are called to
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service when needed, either to prepare for offensive warfare af in arder
to defend the territory from external attack. Thess are not professional
organizations in the classical sense, but are arganized and trainsd
according to need, The aim of these organizations is for revolutionary
change; resistance against a colonial or occupying power: of prataction
of the organizing autharity, which is not necessarily a state. Into this
tradition would fall the indigenous forces raised by barangays; every man
in the barangay would be expectaed to parlicipate n its defense or its
military operations. Similarly, the anti-Spanish armed movements fall
Into this category, as do the guerilla forces which fought the Americans
and the Japanese. The Huk uprising after World War il also falls into this
categorny. The MPA and MMLF can also be fitted into this classification,

The second military tradition is formal, mvoling standing armies
following recognized lines of arganization and operated by the state,
These standing armies have professionally trained officers and men, with
provision for raising reserves when necessary. These organizations are for
the protection of the state against external and internal threats, and thus
are used to maintain the status qur.‘;l.llnt{: this classification can be found
formal armies created by the colonial powers to maintain their hold an
the country, and also the formal forces created by the Philippine
Commenwealth government and the post-World War Il Philippine Republic,
The army of the First Philippine Republic, or the government of Emilio
Aguinaldo in 1898, attempted to be a formal army seeking recognition
frem the cutsice world, but as it was not recognized, would mare properly
fit inta the first category. Today's armed forces fits into this category, as
daes the Philippine Army of the Philippine Commonwealth,

The fact that the standing formal armees organized by the state were
to protect the state and maintain the status quo means & dual function
for the armed forces. One is defense against external threats and
aggressors, this was clearly shown in the Philippine Army's campaign of
World War Il In this case, the defense of the state colncided with the
protection of people’s interests: fighting to stop the lapanese fram
invading the Philippines was a basic act, Although ather writers have
pointed out that World War || was a war between twa colonial powers for
contral over the Philippines, Fllipinos could not sit idly by as the country
was invaded and turned into a battlefield. Infact, the formal and informal
traditions merged into an anti-Japanese resistance mavemeant, with
formal resistance by the Philippine Army and infarmal resistance by the
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guerrilla resistance moverments. n the post-Warld War [l world, defense
against potential foreign aggressors remained a priarity of the Philippine
armed forees, However, due to budgetany and other limitations, this could
nat be handled by the formal Philippine armed forces alone.

Tre seeond task of the armed forces formally organized by the state
was for the preservation of the state from internal threats, and thus
maintaining the status quo. The Spaniards crganized the Guardia Sl for
this purpnse: the Amercans, the Philippine Constabulary, The past-war
Philippine Republic maintained the Philippine Constabulary for domestic
peace and order purposes, but the rest of the armed foroes were Lsually
invalved in the yarious ant-dissident campaigns (as Lhey are called by the
Armed Forces of the Philippines), This results in maintaining prevadling
social, political and economic conditions even Fthey are to the detriment
of various sectors of society, Inthis case, the armed forces can ba seen
asan opprassor, supporting a flawed socio-economic and political order.
hs A tool of the stale, it cannot do otheryise, unless the military
arganization turns evolutionary and breaks from the state.

Military Fistory is nol just the study of campaigns and battles. A
deeper study of the Philipping military includes an analysis of the vanaous
factars — internal and external - which affect the military as aninstitution,
Tne budget and procurement of weapans and supplies: training arcl
indactnination of officers and men; promobions and  appolntments;
rmissions and structure — all are part of the complex world of the military,
and must be studied In depth.

Existing General Histories

Daspite the fact that warfare and military tradition — be iL formal or
informal — has long been a part of Philippine life, there are few histaries
which attempt to cover the vast panarama of Philippine militany history,
or 1o exarine the characteristios of the military in Philipping histary and
sociely, Recently, a doctoral dissertation' dealing with Philippine
indigenous methods and views of war has been written, but this has not
yet been published. In the said dissertation, Noelle Rodriguez notes that
war was a part of Filiping life long before the Spaniards arrived, these were
peaple’s arrmies, called into beingwhen the need arose. There were fules
which were aither overtly followed or discreetly understood. Another
urpublished thesis attempts totrace the tradition of amphibious operations
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nothe Philippines.? Both of these works, together with William Heanry
Seall’s Barangay? areimportant in that they try to trace the indigenous
fraditions of Filipno military tradition, a tradition whizh may have
continued in the infermal military organizations and oparations through
the colanial ara and perhaps even today.,

There is the work of Col. Wdarico Baclagon - Philippine Campalgns
which wis a pianesring warkin its day, This was the first formal militany
Mislory Dy a Filiging. But it served a specific function: that of analyaing
majar miltary campaigns in the Philippmes from before the Spanish
canguest until World War 1. Having bean written in the 1950s, by a
Fhilippine Military Academy graduate and professional military officer for
military officers, ILwas more of a strategic military analysis of the vanoys
sampaigns. rielying mainlyon American and Spanish sources. Only in the
discussion of World War guerrilla operations does Baclagon go inta the
Filiping side of things, but even this |s rather impersonal, The boak
became a textbook for cadets at the Philippine Military Acadermy for many
yaarssindeed, Tor many years it was the only major militany history which
ban bean writtan, This work was eissued as Philippine Militany Histarg in
1876, with additional sections on the Huk campaign, Korea and
Vielnam, as well as a chapter on Marcos' war exploits. Sources far these
last chapters were not 1gentified. Perhaps because of the controversial
rature af Marcos' suppossd war exolaits, the work was reissuad in the
1990s but again undear the title Fhiliopine Campaligns, basically unchanged
from the 1952 woark.”

Baciagon's work presents a military operational look at the Philippine
armed forces, However, he does not hink the different periods {anti-
Spanish revolis; Fil-Amsrican War, WY into.a whols, and examinss the
campalgng as separate campaigns with lessons 1o learn from gach. The
vigw of the miitary establishment is detached, with hardly any personality.
1 g a work for military officers and students of military @ctics and
strategy, mthar than a work to examine Philippine military tradition and
Institutions.

Succeading waorks dealt — or attempted to deal - with the whaole of
Philipging military history. Amang these was Carlos Quirino’s Filipinos at
Wart which strove 10 show the tradition of courage of Filipinos from Lapu
Lapu through Wearld War |7 3 later edition added Flipinog participation in
the Haorean War. Thers was also Yap-Diangco’s pionesring The Filiging
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Guerrila Tradition ® Quirino, a nistorian who was a reserve officer who
had served in Bataan, tried to docurment and build up pride in the
Flliping's courage and gallantry i war. Yap-Diangoo, also a resene
officer, sought to establish a continuity in Philipmne rilitary mstory of
uneonventional warfare against invaders and enemias. Both served as
planeeting warks in their own field, althougn they suffersd from various
weaknesses. Naither, however, saw the Philippine armed forces as being
aopressive and toals of the state; instead both tried to link the format
armed forces tradition 10 the peaple’s own.

The baok Philippine Military Policy and Strategy, by Cols, Primitivo
Milan and Primitve Catalan published in 16727 attemptail 1o analyze the
strategic palicies of the Philippine armed forces. This was an ambiticus
work, and tried to tie up the pre-Spamish traditons through to armeds
forces during Marcos’ first term. ts treatment of the subject was uneven,
haweyer, and although it used official sources not accessible 1o civilian
historians, it barely sketched the major military policies of the differant
gresidents, with much attention given to Marcos. Although a potentally
mportant book, its unevenand sketo hytreétment ware senous handicaps;
talso failed to fully acknowiedgs which policies were successful and why
_itwas more of an expository account, There was no mention of fallures

ar excesses of the military. And it was of even mare limited Lse because

t was giver a security classification of Restricled, which meant that |l
could not circulate outside of oficial armed forces ciicles.

4s the centennial of Philippine independence came, various other
genetal works were commissioned ard punlished, Each service came out
with its owr glossy, coffee-table book, which served more as a pubilic
slations stint than anything., The Army history attempled to be more
nistorical, while the Navy, Air Foree and Mannes focused less on the past
than on the present. A volume dealing with all the services, Fawal,
Filiping, tried to show Filipinos in the armead forees as being represenlative
_and defenders — of the Filipino people. Al of these works attempt 10
poriray the senices as organizations In the senvice and far the defense
of the country. Thay were meant 1o instill pride and recognitan for the
armed farces and the separate senvices; indeed, one woltld think that the
armed forces were ideal organizations with the officers and men
exemplary Filipinos.*
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Almost half a century afler Baclagon's Philippine Campaigns came
a relatively more balanced, scholarly attempt to cover Phillppine military
history, This was Colanel Cesar P, Pobra's The Armed Forces of the
Filipino. People.® This work sought a broadsr and more documented
presentation of the history of the Philippine armed forees, from traditional
times through martial law and after. Written by a Philippine Military
Academy graduate, the thick opus covers much ground, taking a critical
stand against the Americans after the war and trying to pinpoint
weaknesses and failures, as well as successes, in the campaigns and
development of the Philipping military establishment. 1t is ironic that it
teok so rany years before this first thorough history of the Philippine
military came out. Other countries with strong military traditions such as
Japan, the U.5., Gerrany, France and England have, for years, had
various studies on their own military historles and had developed
generaticns of military historians,

Even though this is the mast complete military histary to data, iany
aspects of tha Philippine military have not been covered. Because of the
armed forces complex character and its vared roles, it would be
Impossible to put everything in a one-volume histary. Pobre again tries
W link the armed forces to the people, although he skips human rights
ahuses during the martial law years and in the anti-Huk campaign after
World War (1.

Most of these works have their purpose as works that try to build wp
canfidence in the &rmed Forees of the Philippines, and are usually written
by military officers. They show the AFP as a patriotic institution for nation
building, an armed forces of the people. They try to develop a line of
military tradition which is rooted in indigenous tradition runningfrom Lapu
Lapu through the anti-Spanish revolts through the Katipunan and
achieving organized status during the period of President Aguinaldo.
While the Philippine Constabulary was in existence and part of the AFP,
It prided Nself in keeping order and arresting criminal elements during the
Armerican perod. The histaries then focus on the heroism and courage
of the military forces in Bataan/Corregidor and the guerrilla war against
lapan. After the war, there are more sources of glory in'the anti-Huk
campaign and the Kamilon uprising; both were campaigns which saved
the young republic. Other points of heroism which served the Philippines
well were the participation of Philippine armed forces n international
aperations such as in the Karean and Vietnam Wars, and UN operations
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in Conga. Then there wasthe period of Martial Law, where the benevalent
soldiers kept order, saved the republic and kept the NPA and MNLF from
gither tearing the nation apart or taking over. After Martial Law, the
histories focus on the rale of the AFP in the February 1986 Revolution;
and the New AFP in civic action programs and how the Lambat Bitag
strategy worked wonders to win the people back to the gavermnment. The
coup attempts are discussed, but considered more as aberrations rathear
than partof historical continuity. Also stressed were other nen-traditional
milizary roles which the AFP took such as protecting the environment, as
well as the attempts at seif-reliance and modernization.

The Qther Side of the Picture

some of the histories present a kind of weal history and sere as
public relations material for the AFP. But the other side of the Phillppine
military s hardly presented: that thers were Filipinos who served in [Fye
Spanish armed forces which suppressed the revolts and fought the
revalutionaries, some of whose descendants served in the Philippine
Constabulary orthe army. Up to now, there has been virtually no in-depth
study on these Filipinos, save for short journal articles or papers.” Some
military histories point to these Filipinos as exceptions and ane wiorh Tries
te explain that the Macabebes, whao fought anthe side of the Spamards
and the Americans, actually came from Mexico — Yagui indians — and
hence were not really native Filipinos. ™ The attempt to build a strong
national identity also has glamornized the Philippine Army during the
Revalution and the Fil-American war, highlighting Amencan atrocities but
minimizing the fact that these were carried cut by both sides. Disciphnary
problems, looting and failure to obey orders are hardly menticned,
althaugh they did occur. The Philippine army was tap heawywith genarals,
officers and men were short on training, and loyalties were sometimes
to officers or regions rather than to the institution. Landowners enterng
the army with their peasants were appointed officers depending on the
numbet of men they brought with them, Aside from being short of arms
and ammunition, the army was also short of trained non-commissioned
officers and men, thus the falure of discipline in certain cases. Mast
histories of the revolution and the Fil-American War fail to discuss these
lssles in analyzing why the war turned the way it did. Cases of heraism
and victories in the battefield must be written about 1o build national
character, but the defeats and their causes also have to be examined in
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detall. Relations with the civil population, as well as relations of the
different regional groups, and leadership also have to be examined. 12

In the Fil-American War, the U.S. Army created a Flliping ausxiliary
army, tha Philippine Scouts (PS). This fought against the Philippine Army
of Liberation (as it was then called). As the war died down, the U.S.
military government was replaced by a cvil governmant, and the Scauts
were jealously shislded from civil control by the U.%, Army. The civil
government established jts own paramilitary force, the Philippine
Constabulary (PC). The PC was used to maintain intemal security and
supprass the continuing anti-American resistance, while the U.S. Army
and the Scouts stayed back to protect the Philippines from external
threats. Inthis sense, the military tradition becames amhbiguous, and the
standard military and service histories either focus on the glory of tha
campalgns or how the PCmaintained government presence and services
In the boondocks.'®

Because the Philippme military has two traditions, writing about the
evolution of the Philippine armed forces can be difficult because by
celsbrating plenes and victoties of the organized anmed forces, the
irregular or informal nationalistic forces sometimes (or often?) hecoms
the enemies, and the people are caught in the crossfire. This is
particulardy true of listones of the PC, as they did much fighting for the
Arnericans and also committad atrocities, |n addition to atrocities against
mer, wamen and chidren, there were several cases of lack of discipline,
mutinies and even crimes of the peace which constables committed,
Cnly in later works 1s the discomfort of writing about an armed force which
suppressed nationalistic and legitimate sooial movemeants was felt,®

Curing the American colonial period, the PS and the PC remained
fivals, one |ealously guarded by the LS. Army, the other carsfully
nurtured by the civil administration. One remained basically a military
arganizalion, while the other bacame jdentified with local politics and
maintained the status guo I national and local society. When anti-
governmaent movemants proved too massive for the PC to handle, the
Seouts were called in to gassist, butthis resulted in problems of who wouid
have authority — serious probilems which plague the refationships of any
separate bul averlapping military arganizations. None of the PC histories
discusses this problem.
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Therewers athar military arganizations which were formed during the
frencan regirne, namely the Philippine Mational Guard and privately-
oiganized groupslike the Philippine National Volunteers. They were short-
ved, howevier, and did not have lasting influence. But they did show the
desire of sorme Filipinos to arganize their own farces with or without U5,
support. Tne Philippine Natonal Voluntears, formed in the early 19305,
was actually composed mainly of landowners and membears of the elite,
who served as ofticers: they could call their peasants or servants 1o serve
as soldiers if necessary.™

To prepare for independence, the Philippine Commoaonwealth
government in 1935 passed the National Defense Act and created the
Frilippire Army, which is the direct precursar of today's Armed Forees.
Cnly recently have the palitics and dynamics, aswell as the controversies
afthisarmy been published. Adeep examination ofthe pre-war Fhilipgine
Ammy reveals problems which are still current: politics in establishing
miltary camps, in allocating funds, awarding contracts for eguipment
purchases, in promotions and appointments; ambitions, patronage,
favoritism and rivalries within the serdce; larger. international 1ssues in
the acouisition of arms and ammunition, hidden Interests and so on,
These were not discussed in previous military histories, which merely
focused on campaigns and battles. Y

In order to provide & base on which to build the anmy, the PO was
ahsorbed whale inte the newly-created army. This had adverse
cansequences, as the PO was a para-military force which was supposed
to enforce law and arder. The army was meant to senve as protection from
fareign aggressior. At fts bith, the army then was faced with dual
[uretions — preparing to defend the country against external threals,
while securing domestic peace and order. The PC had alsc gotfen
invalver In local pelitics, since it could be called into action by provincial
governors; in this sense the PC was like a large private army, which could
be used hy the elite and landownars. The army inherited this as well as
several evils which had grown within the PC: Evils such as exclusivity — the
“fayo-tayn" syndrome; and patronage and personal connactions to gain
gremotion and prized assignments. These threatened the new armmy,
which was suppased to ideally start on a clean slate.

The army, In fact, faced its first combat actions fighting Muslims in
Mindanao and facing peasants in Central Luzon. In maintaining peace
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and arder, the army became a tool to maintain the sacial system, and
becarme a symbol of hatred for oppressed peasants and Muslims, |1 order
to remave the evilsof the PC, and help the army focus an its main mission
of praviding defenss againstexternal threats, the PC was separated from
the army in 1938, Up to the outhreak of war, the PC was invalved In
quelling peasant unrest, using farce at times, The peasants and libarals
saw the PC as far from glorious, but simply tools for the landowners, 1

dnginal plans for the arrmy were to create a small regular arrey with
a large reserve force. Training for reserves was nationwide and large-
seale; itwas emphasized that this would be a way of spreading edusation
and democracy, since Filipinos nch and poor were supposed to train
lagaether, as one; those who were Unable 1o go to school were to be givan,
basic education in the army. 1t did not work that way. The well-to-do were
able to gain exermptions from training: and the time spent educating
trameas in basic sanitation and literacy took time away from actual
military training and thus resulted in half-baked soldiers who could stand
atatlention and salute smartly but whao could nat fire a gun, Protectionism .
was prevalent in the officers’ corps: even enlistad men wha had causad
trouble were protected once they got inside military camps. Thers were
reports of carruption, scandals, rivalry batween regular and reserve, PO
and army officers, Reserve Officers Training Caorps and Philippine AilTtzy
Academy graduates. Cn the other hand, not everyone who was called to
train reported; and some of those who reported weant AWOL, not awars
of army regulations,

World War (| brought with it tales of glory and valor, despite faulty
equipment, lack of training and the failure of the US to provide promised
relnforcements. Bataan Day has become a national haliday, nat so much
for the defeat suffered on that day in 1942, hut far the coUragEs and
unrelentng sacrifice to defend the country from invaders, Ma Ny works
have been written about the Bataan campalign, but few have attempted
ta explain the neglect, the cowardice, the incompetence of some officers
and men — both Filiping and Amarican —which contributad to that defeat:
A number of officers were relisved forincompetence, and courts martial
for not following orders were actually carmed out in Bataan during the
slege. Faced with a seemingly overwhelming foe, some units Just fell
back, without arder, and men threw away their uniforms and donned
civilian clothes, merging Into the civilian population. To their credit,
though, the men who did get 1o Bataan did not desert.
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The guerrillas also provide a proud chapter in Philippine history, withy
men, women and children joining in the war against the Japanese. Less
glorious are the rivalries between guerrilla organizations wihich led 1o g2un
battias between Filipinos. Other guerrilla organizations served as cover 1o
loot and rape. Tales of Japanese atrocities and torture are well known,
bt less known are the atrocities conducted by guerrillas against Filipinos,
and the inlumanity some Filipino guerrillas treated Japanese. In some
piaces, guertillas were more feared than the Japanese; there were some
towns which actually looked forward to the raturm of Japanese to restare
pider. Some guarrilla groups were really bandits, disguising thermselyes
as guemillas, Few works mention the guerrilla atrocities and summary
eaurts of justice; one book that did (and which also challenged harcos'
war record) was actually seized and most copies destroyed. '

Even more unknown are the military organizations established by the
lapanese, Some were regional groups based on pre-war anti-American
geasant groups such as the Sakdals (these became the Makapili}. But
the japanese did arganize a formal semi-military force which they called
the Bureau of Constabulary, or the BC. Most of the officers and men
game from the pre-war PC, Majority were forced o jorn" having been
captured in Bataan or other fronts. They were releaserd from prison camp
on condition that they join the BC. They undervent training under
Japanese officers, and were used by the lapanese to fight aganst the
guerrillas, Most did not fight well, not desiring to serve as tools for the
Japanese: hut a few did, and gained the enmity of the people. Becausze
of the sharme sarvice with the orgamization brought, many of the pre-war
professional officers removed any mention of service with the BT fram
their biodata.®”

To further stain the recard of legitimate guermiias were the so-called
Escolta guerrillas who spent the war discussing politics and conducting
business in the satety of Manila. Only when the U.S, forces begun their
retumn did they become guerrillas, and even so of dubious guality. They
filed for recognition and many were actually compensated for fictitials
deads.

Up 1o now, there is no official or formal histary fram the Filipino side
ot the operatiens of Filipino military units i World War {5
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All the previous acts can be excused because the Philippines was not
vel independent, and that the formal military forces were not entiraly
under Filipina contral. After 1946, although independent, the Philippine
armed forces were strongly linked with the U.S, military. Structure,
training, equipment, commands, dactrine were all based on the .S,
system. There was hardlyany real alternative at that time, considering the
damage to the Philippines, the skimpy national budget and ezpecially the
advent of the Cold War. The Armed Forces of the Philippines — the
Fhilippine Army, Nawy, Canstabulary and Ar Force — were almost clones
of the U.5. armed farces, Only in the 1950s were steps taken to changs
the Image slightly: insigria of rank were changed to reflect insignia which
had been used during the Fil-Amercan War. In the 1960s, further
changes would be taken, including the adoption of Tagalog commands
and maore distinct dress uniforms. Hewsver, until today, the American
influence is obvious.

Because the Philippine budget could not support a large armed force,
it was scaled down for Philippine needs, according to policies detarmined .
by General Headquarters and the loint 1.5, Wilitary Advisory Group.
These policies basically placed the responsibility of intermal peace and
nrderonthe AFP, while defense against external threats could lie with the
L5 strategic forces which wera in the U.5. bases. There was no clear
clause, however, which assured the Philippines that the U.S. would
automatically actin the Philippines' defense in case of war, The AFF, from
1946 Upto the present day, became a domestic armed farce 1o maintain
peace and order.

In the years just after World War I, the AFF was tested by several
uprisings, most prominent being the Huk uprising of the late 1540s.
Government policies changed from mailed fist to policy of attraction to
vehiet glove: the AFP conducted operations but was unabile to crush the
Huk rebellion. Cases of incompetence in the field, weak leadership and
lack of initiative were reported; camps were not on alert and at ane lime,
Huks were able to attack a military hospital and &ill patients, doctors and
hurses. Some units of the AFP - particularly the quickly-inductad Military
Folice Command (MPC) — conducted serious atrocities against Huk
suspacts — rather than taking thern alive, summary executions were
carned out. Villages were burned, looting was conducted, These atrocities
are not reported in most military histones, Instead of winning over the
population to the side of the governiment, the excesses of the MPC —and
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the way the officers tolerated such excesses — turned at least one PMA
graduate away fram the armed forces. This would not be the lasttime that
professianally trained men gquestionsd the operations of the armed
fC-I'CES.‘:?

The organized military establishment supported the status guo by
preserving the government and guelling disturbances of the prevailing
peace. But even if the government and the sociv-economic conditions
were flawed, the AFF would support it. Ostansibly, the PMA and the
military ware to meld peapia from the different regions of the Philippines
into one: new graduates were assigned to the field where they could
oheerve actual conditions, The field exposure alse showed the young
officers the realities of oppression — but had to follow orders. Officers wera
this leri to support & corrupt government, rule by landlords and the few
in political power, and quelling legitimate protests. Hence, the AFF could
be seen as a big private army for the few in power, With officers joining
the system and protecting each other (the "tayo-tayo” system would
santinuaE, the actual role of the AFP inthe Philippines became ambiguous,
Some presidents would use parts of the military for constructive roles,
suchas throu g,F'. civie action: Magsaysay and Marcos saw thevalue of this
in building confidence i the military and in the government.

Howevar, aside from baing, ina sense, a huge private army, the AFP
also had its own dynamics. ldeally it had counterailing institutions 1o
check on its own men. There were the Inspector General and the Judge
tdvocate General, who were to ensure and maintain efficiency and
cmvide for a system of justice for officers and men who broke the law.
Recause of the “tayo- tayo” system, padrino relations, classmalte links
and favortism, some of these countenvailing institutionsfailed, Fromolbons,
assignments {local and fareign) could still be influenced by proper
eonnections. Graft and corruption, particularly in logistics, could be rife.

Foliticization began to seep in, too, Thare was an attempted coup in
the 1050s against President Garcia, but the PMA graduates and other
professionals refused to join; the plan fizzled out. But the idea of the
military getting into politics and influencing policy came in. Thera was
politics in promotions; and justlike before World War I, the PC had its links
with local politics.




4 RICARDO T, JOSE

The AFP had foreign deployments in Korea, In Congo and in Vietnarn,
amidst a larger political context, Records now indicate that the U.S. did
not really call for direct Filipine involwement in Korea, and apparantiy
Quirino offered the Philippine Expeditionary Force to Korea (PEFTCOK) for
security and other guarantees. The case of Vietnam was differant, where
Fresident Johnson of the US wanted Filipine mvalvement, Marcas sent
the Philippine Civie Action Group to Vietnam (PHILCAGY) but also sought
engineering equipment which he could use to build up the image of the
AFP N civie action projects,®

By the late 1860s, elements of the AFP began receiving bad press.
As dermonstrations against the government increased in intensity, so did
the viclenca which marked the dispersal of such rallies. Palice forces
could not cope, and the PC was called in. Numerous blosdy dispersals
resulted. Corruption, favoritism and other llls within the military organization
led to exposes and led some officers to consider defections. Col
Ambrosic P, Pana, a decorated war veteran and military historian,
revealed how carelass planning and carruption were wasting money and
resulting in an inefficient AFP.#

.

Then came the declaration of Martial Law in 1972, The rilitary was
given great responsibility in running varous offices and economis
enterprises, while maintaining order and fighting a full fledged war
against the Mew People's Army and the Maro National Liberation Fromt.
The military campaigns could not be handled by the AFP alone, which
decided W ciedle military auxlianes, This resulted n summary killings,
burning ofvillages, warrantless arrests, torture in detention and numerous
disappearances. The threat of militarization was raised {one that had
been first raised in the 1930s, when the Philippine Army was first
established). Vendettas, atrocities and crimes against innocent people
Including women and children were camed out by the para-military
forces. NGOs and human rights groups documented the case of
thausands of victims of the violence which arose under martial law, but
few, if any, military histories mention them. A baok which is destined to
be classicis Al MoCoy's Closer than Brothers, part afwhich deals with the
activities of PMA Class 1971 during Martial Law., Numerous other
publications document the atrocities but as of yetthere is no book length
study on the AFF during martial law.?®
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The AFP tried to change its image after the February 1926 Revelution,
and tried to show itself as a renewed armed force with loyalty to the
people and notto adictatar; it called itselfthe New AFP (NAFP) fora whila,
But because of the nature of the transfer of power in 1986, the military
establishment was basically unchangad except with the removal of the
top officers who were loyal to Marces. This failure to change elemeants of
the AFP - including its politicization - led to the series of coups during the
Aquine administration, leading the people notonly 1o doubt the loyaity of
slements ofthe AFP, but to the dangers of the ambitions of some officers.
hearesultof the coups, changes were implemented, such as lerminating
the PCand creating instead the National Police as a separate entity from
the AFF.

From Aguing's lme anward, the AFP has tried 1o improve (s imags:!
slean uniforms, new slogans and a more active public relations staff. The
ol ills &re still there — favoritism, rvalry, politics, tayo-tayo and soan. The
current handling of the campaigns against the Abu Sayyaff. operations
against the NPA and MILF bnng back ciaims of militarization, civilian
pasualties and disappearances, and incompetence. The AFP 1s still
heavily dependent arfthe US, and its organization and weaponry indicate
this: however, some exernal changes are adopted — such as Chinese
marching technigueas — which, howsver, may nat be suited for Philippine
conditions, With constant superficial changes, traditions are last; infact,
there has been little awareness or appraciation of Philippine military
history and tradition, and the lessons the AFF was supposed o e
fearmed, &

The AFP is a political forge, and cannat be simply returned to
marracks. But it must be better understood, 85 an insttution, and as parl
af the military tradition of the Philippines. There s a lot of colar and paomp
f parades, but does the symbolism really reflect the tradition of a Filipine
ammed foree? In determining the tradition of the Filipino armed farces,
ane must first examine the character of the AFP. There is much thal is
a0t yet studied, as this paper has shown. Fuller and more thorough
nistorical studies are nesded to fiesh aut why the military developed the
differant images it has, and to find steps an hew to resole these
conflicting images,
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