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Whai the 20th Century Hus Meant to Sovtheast Asio:
Culture os an Interpretation of Destiny

WAZIR JAHAN KARINM

Long bafore the Amerleans and Europeans shipped their vaLes and (nstilutizns
eyond their borders, Southeast Asia waz ane of the wivld's most divarss cultural
rigiens that thrved within a systern of limbed rade. The ancry of Westem sulture
ended the era of ssif-definition and aotualzatizn, Despits the neclarmation of
natonhood afer colorization, Southesst Asian coudties fermain sound to &
rmutated Western culture, The Malayslanz, Indorssans and Fligings within and
GIPCES coUntries have 'oogey' fiod aash othar, resullingin preudice, rristrust ars
fear. Alsa, the desics @ mateh the sdvancements of the United Stetes and Furaps
only propels the choe proud pecalas farther towards and swey from the confitgencs
in-shaping thiir sér desting. This corfidense was last seen during the stnagnle for
Inclepandarca, Whal begsn az 8 stonyof trivrmipl over lereisn domorstion has e ded
A% 4 cadoaturs of nationzas lmping -'.|r<']j,.3‘":l"ll.'-1, slauphterad tipere, tarmes asts and
rrEnacing fies now dependsnl on Eurcpean-Waster investment In techinalogy and
canital, Southeast Asian sulture cen only find iteelf crse again I i@ reestablishes its
unizie chargeter of ughalding auzenomy by entriisting people to spow, think arc
criticize and act upon fundamertalissies of sadistal transformanrah and developrrant.,

The First Few Decades: A Discoursa on Confidence

Southsast Asia in the 20" century is an icon of global social listory.
Tha first few decades described a polivcal cuiture of confidence In seif-
definition, Rising nationalism, popular hetoism and peasant uprisings
describad the relentless pursuit of autonemy and self-rule against
European domination. Proud populations wrestled against titanic powers
— Malaysians against the British, Indonesians against the Cutch,
Filipinos against the Spaniards, Viethamese againgl the French —
Southeast Asians acting independantly, gaining inspiration from one
anather and commenly responding to indigencus sentiments of selt-
determination, liberty and freedom. not brought about by formal lessans
an Amarican constitutional history arthe French Revolution ar the Magna
Carta but the need 1o be free from farsign political, econemic and soclal
damination,

There was a time, a very lang time when liberly and freedarm weare
institutions reserved for Europeans and Americans to sesk justice at
homes That these institutions were not practiced in their possessions in
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Asia and the Pacific was not surprising, since iL was balieved that
colonialism was mutually beneficial to the possessor and the possessed
by advancements of local cultures thraugh industry, technaology, education
and civility — the Eurcpean justification of colonialism as a release from
Lhe age of darkness and innocence. Southeast Asia as one of the world’s
most socially diverse regions had its cultures emptied out, except for vital
farm-based food production, basad on familial and communal networks
which had sustained Southeast Asian agrarian and foraging populations
tor thousands of years before. Inter-island and regional trade, however
could no longer be sustained within Asia and the South utilizing existing
inland and coastal Indian and Chinese trade routes. The Indians and the
Chinese ware Southeast Asia's dominant trading partners for thousands
of years. With colonialism, European goods entered the Southeast Asian
markets, reinforcing the region as a consumear of all those things that
allowed Southeast Asian elites to further distinguish and differentiate
their lifestyles from the peasantry. Most of this materialized in doses of
Victorian gentility — piano lessons, ballet and tap dancing for children;
ballrocm dancing and chocolate cake-icing for women; cricket, billiards
and cigars for the men, topped with membership in the Free Masons and
country clubs, For farm-based families which could not afford to do the
same but desired the same symbols of mobility and prestige, conspicuous
consumptionwas expressad inthe purchase of European godds {crockery,
silverware, il lamps, wall plates) which could be displayed at strategic
corners of the house.* Inthe early 1930 and 19405, English and Dutch
crockery were purchased by rural and urban households, followed by
flass lamps and brass beds with enamel floral engravings. Local systems
of rotating credit, called kud orkuty in Malaysia, arfsan in Indonesia and
chare in Thailand, were usually used as means of drawing credit for
axtraordinary expenses to purchase prastigious items which were beyond
the ordinary means of farm househaolds. Although colonialism created a
Eurapean feisure class, which Veblen® described as wasteful since it
exprassed self mainly in the ostentatious display of material goods,
symbalic or ritualistic emulation of social value or behavior of social
affordability trickled down to other classes, including the rural countryside
of Southeast Asia.

Earlier | had argued® that participants in & class system work in two
opposingdirections — 1o reduce saciceconomic differences by ermulating
patterns of consumption of other classes and o increass socio-2conomic
differences by behaving like another, class within one's own, When this
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occurs systematically rather than randomly across hauseholds of similar
socioeconomic status, it guestions consplcuous consumption theary in
woclassical econemies which assumes that the psychalogical motives
of consumers are everywhere similar and predictable and that they act
45 independeant units in their endeavor to compete. Moreaver, it greatly
misrepresents the psychological matives of peaple to level out social
differences and the needs of the poorer classes 10 emulate middle and
Upper classes to deny their awn poverty,

southeast Asian nation-states were bomn through a social history of
active dialogue with Europe and the West but ong which was mors
actively expressed through Eurcpean-Wastern systems of social
stratification. This entails maintaining a class of food producers and
Encourading their dependency on'the purchasing power of popuiations
of urban centers; maintaining a class of obedient, law paying civil
servants and professionals, whichwill continue o express theirdepandence
an the produce of lacal farmers while simultanecusly indulging in eredit
o enjoy the finer features of the lifestyles of the upper classes: and
finally, maintaining a class of ruling elites and entrepransurs, identified
closely with the colonial legacy of capital, land ownership and material
cansumption,

The birth of Southeast Asian nation states did not presmpt an earlier
social history of globalization but reinforced it mare powerfully with the
consistency of dependency on European-Western investmentin technology
and capital. Even as local elites gradually took over most enterprises
founded by Eurcpean capitalists, the pattern of develaprmeant of national
ecanamias remained the same. This is characterized by the maintenance
of low wages in plantations and industries, poor emphasis on social
sacurnty benefits and welfare for estate and industrial workers, preference
af employment for those trained in Europe or the US, preferably with skills
In communication i English, good prospects and mobility for those
familiar and comfortable with the lifestyles of the modern European or
American. This was nat anly a praduct of history — maintaining a systam
which has been proven to work well based on the explicit understanding
of dependency; that farm-based households were dependent an
middlemen and entreprenaurs to buy their produce and that industrial
and plantation waorkers were dependent on factary and plantation owners
1o provide them with decent wages. The system was also radically
maintained by the kinds of partnership which local elites secured with



i WATIR JAHAN KARIM

parent or allied companies overseas — access fo credit, application of
technology, professional and organizational efficiency, Wertheim, writing
on Southeast Asia's colonial history® (1993} provides some reasons for
the defective growth of a cwil society in Southeast Aslan nation states —
sconamic emancipation trailing behind the social and political; unbalanced
development between rural regions and urban centers; half-hearted land
reform programs and landlordism: rural to urban migration chaking the
capacity of cities to provide sustainable infrastructure and growth;
carruption and nepotism of local governments and alleglance to athnio
sentiments rather than nationalism. He argues®

o s unthinkabie that in these countries, whare an indiganous
tradition of prvate ownarship s ol but absent, and in the largaly
monopolitis amna of the world sconomy,. aconamic developmeant
nould b achieved undsr a systam inwhich prvate enterpisewould hold
pricde of place. The govemments have each to develop a buresucratia
structume and a dynamic spint capable of fulfiling the Immensa task of
getting modem development undear way in an econarmy kapt backwar
and one sided through the colonial penod...”

Slgnificantly, in Singapore, Malaysia, Thalland, Indonesia and the
Fhilippines, raditional pattems of successiul, sustaining entrepreneurship
is based In Nanyang Chinese or Indian businesses, either operating
through family-based institutions aor in partnerships with indigenous
emterprises. This, directly or indirectly where the Chinese and Indians
remain a visible minonty, has created strong sethnic tensions expressed
malnly Inclass-income, expenditure pattems, work culture-and lifestyla.
The next section of the paper addresses some jssues of ethnicity in
Southeast Asia and discusses the "classing’ of Southeast Asian nations
through uneven development and large-scale population movements
derass the region and Asia.

The “Classing’ of Southeast Asia through Cultural Stereotypes

Cver the last few decades, the growth of Southeast Aslan economias
has led 1o radical changes in Images of national culture, depanding on
the ability of @ nation 1o provide employment to nelghboring papulations
and to resolve what Angall has described as "an oversupply of humarity "
Despite the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), large-scale
population meovements within Southeast Asia and economlc
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compelitivenass have sharpened peoples’ self-perceptions about culiural
differences within and across national boundaries. The reality |5 that
sacin-cultural and ethnic diversities will cantinue to be important self-
identifying strategies in a region where significant economic and palitical
transformation seems to suggest trends toward cultural immersion and
integration.

AFilipino woman living in Kuala Lumpur and now married to a Muslim
narrated:

Before | marted a Muslim, the Mushm was g bogey man, Asa child, |
wilild be frightened into doing something under the threat of a terifying
wuslirwho would come and decapitate me or cary me away ina sach,
O pourse | never saw this Muslim bogey man. Mow 'm married 1o oa
Muslirm and every fime |y to explain 1o my THends hera that they have
been subject to a lot of Christian prejudices, they say, "You can now
afford to say that Thina, you marrad onel’ They are womed about the
granting of autonomy to Mushm provipces in Mindanso because hey
say the Muslims bring nothing but trouble; but | think with Mur Mistian
how at peace with the central government, & lot of good Lhings will
happan there. |will put onmy litbe veil to do business there. Asa Filiping
Muslim with a Catholic background, | eouldnt do bettes! ™7

Although such stereotypes make Muslims minoritias the bogey in a
Christian-dominated region, socio-cultural and class differences surface
as sharply as when Muslims constitute the dominant group of migrant
workers ina predominantly Muslim countny.® In thiscontext, commonalities
of religion do not bind and bond as usually expected. Malaysia in
particular receives the largest numbers of predominantly Muslim
Indonesian and Bangladesh waorkers in Southeast Asia which in 1295
constituted 55.5% and 35.8% of registered foreign workers in the
country. Filipings placed third constituting 5.6% of registered fareign
warkers.® Stereotypes and prejudices against them run high, surfacing
aecasionally in communal fighting in the streets and factory sites.

Prejudices of Malaysians towards Indonesian migrant workers ane
not clearly formed in the context of socio-cultural situations as with
Bangladeshis. Although commuonalities of lingua franca and culture may
exist between Malay Malaysians and Sumateran or Javanese migrants,
prejudices are still powerfully locked in nationalistic’ sentiments of
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differences rathet than similarity. A Malay Malaysian deals with a Malay
lavanese, Bugis or Madurese Indonesian asan 'Indonesian,” in contrast,
a Chinese Malaysian breeds more familiarity than an Indonesian does,
However, class becomes a contributory factor in the emergence of
prejudice since the aggressive inflow of landless ar destitute [ndon esians,
Bangladeshis, Pakistanis and mainland Chinese in search of a new lease
on life in Malaysia and entering illegally are associated with the
insurmountable socral ills plaguing the nation. Pimping, prostitution,
llegal marriages and child abandonment continue to be on the rise
amongdifferent Indonesian ethinic communitieswhile raps and molestation
have been associated with Bangladeshis in estates and remate rural
areas, Professional and middle-class Malaysians blame these problems
an the over-liberalized economic policy adopted by Malaysia to maintain
aconomic growth rates of 8-9% per annum. Many had o larfy
expressed the fear that this growth rate would not only lead to an
overheated economy but will also introduce social prablems which may
be difficult to check as ‘lllegals' pour in fram the poorer regions of
Southeast and South Asia, While pampening to the demands of cheap
labor from the business community to cater to the massive rise in
manufacturing and construetion, the rights of lacal workers have not
been protected. During recent periods of retrenchment, Malaysian
worlers have been sometimes dismissed since they earn relatively highear
salanes. Itis alsa argued that local and foreign emplovers are hounded
by contracts to retain foreign workers, but Malaysian workers are not. The
resentment and prejudice against migrant warkers has spread to the
Working classes since they are in immediate competition for jobs, Class
hecomes a contributury factor but not a fundamental Ingredient in the
construction of the bogey man,

A Bogey Man Psychology of Mistrust and Fear

The bogey man has a distinet psychological profile that is not shared
by a normal legal migrant sesking jobs or business opportunities in
anather country, The bogey is usually gendered and refers to a male
rather than female. The bogey woman complax may surface under
special circumstances, as a social irntant rather than an evil. The bogey
fman comes alone without wite and family. An anomalous male without
4 stable social identity, he can only attemipt to restabilize himseelf by
feeding onthe stability of others. And inthe case of the Southeast or West
Astan male rigrant, causing major disruptions in the lives of women and
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children of the residing community. He is also physically and ideciogically
dangercus because he does netl move around in stable social units
identified with the residing community — family or kinshig units,
siblingships, friendships, eiderships or neighborhcod networks, He is
often spotted alene or in large socially and culturally homogenous bands,
without social variance of age, status or gender. This becomes hoth
physically and ideclogically dangerous because it takes on the physical
attributes of a mob or gang, a kind of pre-industrial Mad Max character,
without high powered motorbikes or lethal weapons. The ultimate threat
I= when they manage to win the attention af local wormen, befriend or
marry them. This becomes the most hated form of social intrusion, maral
depravity and decadence, What is construed asz a physical intrusion
maves Into the social and cultural and the ultimate consequence is a
threat an morality and national integrity.

significantly. the local woman who participates in this misadventure
is blarmeless and becomes the victim of the bogey man's desire and lust,
Although there is no concrete study to compare the stability of such
unions ar marrages with those contracted by locals, all these unions are
categorically described as unstable or dangerous since the male is a
foreignet and seeks the union for the economic advantage of staying on
n the country, rather than love or commitment to local women. He (s
prane to breaching social norms since he knows of none, abandoning his
wife and children since he has another one where he came from, and
being indifferent to civility since he is uncivil. The exploitation of cheap
migrant labor by local employers, fliaunting of secuUrity rules at factories
and construction sites, and late ar non-payment of wagdes are not
popularly discussed as much as how miserable life has become sifce
these new migrants came into the country,

Fart of the problem of migrant labor in Southeast Asia is that there
exists an uneven distribution of cutmigration of different categories of
workers creating different responses and reactions to their presence in
a different country, In the case of the Philippines, professionals migrate
o the United States, Australia and Europe, while unskilled and semi-
skilled workers flaod Singapore and Malaysia. Hence outmigration to the
West and Southeast Asla indicates differences of qualitative and
Quantitative patterns of migration, thus reinforcing class prejudices.
Within Malaysia, the presence of Filipino women appears to outweigh
thase of men although maore men enter Malaysia illegally than womean,
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whao came in mostly as maids and ars manitared strictly by emplayment
agancies in the Philippines. In a country where 58% of women In the
countny are rdral and poor, the contnbutions of Filipino women to the
international labor market have been significant. Many have gone to
Singapore and Malaysia where higher cash earnings can be obtained
while others have gone to Japan and Taman to enhjoy even higher
earmings. Untortunately the export of fermale labor has not successfully
elevated the social status of Filigine women cutside the Philippines,

Although cheapmigrant labor has benefited the business community
tremendously by enabling them to conduct profitable businesses at
cheaper costs, people in Malaysia and Singapore regularly complain of
‘migrant worker fatigue.' Significantly the influx of South=ast and West
Asian taurists does not seem 1o cause a similar problem to Malayslans
and Singaporeans. Malaysian hospitality directed towards tourists has
mevar flagsed amidst these rising prejudices against migrant workers.
Tourists leave the cauntry, workers stay on; tourists (nteract with
Malaysians in & controlled environment (hotels, banks, recre'atiinnal
centers), workers spill over inla the streets and cities at random leisure;
tounsts indulge in commercial public transactions, workers in private
social settings.

The problem is also engendered with prejudices directed lowards
men. Although migrantfemale waorkers are also on tha rise, they pose [ess
social threats to cufture. Malaysian men do prostitute them and some
even marry them but the situation s discussad in simple ' class-classroom
theory," of the preliferation of Malayslan middle class society with ex-
prostitutes and maids. The class factor surfaces more strongly in saxual
sterealyping of encounters between Malaysian men and foreign women,
The foreign woman is the fly which spreads disease; the tarantula which
cansuimeas local men; the wasp which poisons a good marriage. In this
context, Filipino women appear to dominate the Southeast Azian migrant
listing of sexual proliferation. The unpredictable backiash of prejudices
against migranis in Malaysia, in particularthose from Indonesia, Philipgines
and increasingly Bangladesh and Pakistan, s also interesting whan it
involves intersexual behavior, Papular stersotypes show the Malaysian
male o succumb under the experignce of the senile insect which
releases its sting anly after the male dematerializes under their care. Un
the other hand, a somewhat deliberate policy to encourage the inflow of
Mushm migrant workers has backfired for £ has brought out the raw
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essence of socwo-biological (gender), socio-cultural and class prejudices,
recansolidating a pan-ethnic Malaysian ethnogenesis of being socially
and economically supenor to others In Southeast Asia. Religions continue
to ke an insignificant factor and has not remaved or diminished socio-
gultural and class differences among Muslim Malaysians.

What i& happening in Malaysia and Singapore |5 also ocourring
alsawhere, [ more advanced East Asian nations although few social
scientists have looked more closely at the bogey syndrome creaping In
sharply with the phenomenal economic growth rates in East and
Seutheast Asia in the 19605, The high economic growth rates in the
leaping tiger economies of Southeast Asia befare the crash in July 1987,
appears to have benefited the business community rather than the
middle or working classeswho are increasingly burdened by inflation and
deternorating lving conditions brought about by rampant developrnent,
ineluding envirenmental degradation, declining public health in towns
and cities, overcrowded roads, traffic jams and other sooial woas relating
to family stability and secunity. Increasingly Malaysia and more advanced
Southeast Asian governmants are altempting to develop a greatear sanse
of participaticn in consumerism, weifanam and environmental res pansibility
amongihe business community but the contributions of local and fareign
business in creating some form of callective respansibility and commitment
to the development of civil society seems to be minimal, in contrast to
the efforts of public authorities and non-government organizations
Warking with less resources and capital. Hence the resantment of loeal
papulations for migrant communities may in reality be misdirected, since
itis ultimately the business community, employers and public authorities
who are responsible for the conduct and safety of migrants and citizens,
raspantively. It is more sffective howsver 1o discredit the production
warker rather than the entrepreneur for reasons Known to the social
scientist writingon post- industrial societies. Trends towards incarporating
migrant labor In the global market in Southeast Asia may exparience g
backlash with the increasing concerm and compstition to develop logal
and foreign Indigenous intellectual capital and property. Many vears after
profiteering on cheap Southeast and South Asian labor, Malaysia's
prophet of visions, Noordin Sophie' said that these warkers wera of the
Wrong type. What is needed are investments in 'knowledge warkers,' not
‘production workers.'! He said that Malaysians should not worry about
5,000 skilled workers for these people are very educated, cultured,
confident and they are not going to bring In disease or steal,*




It WAZIR JAHAN KARIM

A Southeast Asiun Nation us a Bogey

The guestion is, if the Muslim in Cathalic Filipino rural societly |5 the
bogey man of the East, associated with the same set of prablems
attributed to Muslim and non-Muslim migrant workers in Malaysia, by this
rnode of religious differentiation outside Malaysia, would the category
Mushim” inelude Muslim Malaysians among them? The complexities of
these prejudices appear to be elucidated when religious and socio-
cultural prejudices are transformed to the arena of intemational pofitics
and national character. In September 1998, the Prime Minister of
Singapors, Dr, Goh Chok Tong made a statement that Singaporeans
should be farewarned. If they ceased to be productive and lase their
compettive edde in Asia, they may be forced to rejoin Malaysia, Against
a background where the dominant pepulation in Singapore is Chinese
and the dominant population in Malaysia is Malay, such a statement is
Entamount to & criticism on national integrity and character,

The Malaysian Prime Minister, Dr. Mahathir Mohamed said in
retaliation that UMNG (the Malay Branch of the Malaysian Gnuémment
party, the National Front or Barisan MNasional) was disappointed that
Singapore was using Malaysia as a bogey to threaten Singaporeans that
they would be punished with a merger with Malaysia |f the republic loses
its economic competitiveness, He added that Singapore was notin a
pasition to claim that it practiced meritocracy because Malays in the
island republic have been discriminated against for far too long.*® In
retaliation, Singapore Malays, representad by official government bodies
like the Mendaki Foundation claimed that Singapors Malays were doing
well i Singapore and did not nesd Malaysian Malays to champion
them.* A Parliamentarian for Kg. Ukl in Singapare, Mohd. Maidin Packer
Mohd. said that 93% of Singapore Malays owned their own houses,
mainly three bedroom apartments.™ He added that although Singapore
Malays did not receive special privileges, everything was being done to
help them. Yet, educationally and professionally, the Malays lag behind
the Chinese in Singapore and very few hold top positions in the civil
service, armed forces or the corporate sector, Major social problems in
Singapore, like drug addiction are overreprasented hy Matays. Fifty one
percent of drug addicts in Singapore are Malays who constitute only
14.2% of the population. This according to political leaders is causad Ly
poverty, family problems and stress, yet political leaders claim that the
Malays are daing wall,
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Matay Malaysians In private social circles state that Malay
Singaporeans are not doing well at all compared to Malaysian Chinese
whao continue to dominate the Malaysian ECONOMY 1N many sactors of
private enterprise. These statements articulated inter-communal cethniz,
religious and class tensions and express the internationalization of
‘bogeyism’ in Southeast Asia. The so-called commonalities of religion
wanscending socio-cultural and ethnic differences as for example,
betwaen Malay Malaysians and Singapore Malays or Muslim and
Malaysian Indonesians have been demystified. Across Southeast Asia,
the fundamentals of culture and lifestyles remain strong indicators of
social variance while gender rernains a significant variable in heightening
prejudice and discrimination. Internationally, howsaver, a nation rriay
metapharically assume the characteristics of a bogey if it is lypecast as
practicing public policies that ideologically discriminate against its own
citizens by ethnicity. Yet, Internationahism may be undermined by
natianalism even when ethnicity and religion are significantly linked to
class In national statistics. Hence bogeyism and pan-ethpic nationalism
are interdependent correlates that réflect on the vaolatile charactar of
inter-ethnic and international relations’in Southeast Asia.

Knowledge Production and the Corporatization of Culture

The Southeast Asian economic miracle of the 1890s which recently
terminated its victorious histery of sweeping Into the new rmillanium with
the same gusto of confidence of freedom from European dominance,
generated new ideologies of knowledge in academic and popular society,
This new knowledge of proactive competitiveness in a borderiess wirld
was In reality more Western than Southeast Aslan. That this new found
freedarm was illuscry and relational did not really bother Southeast Asian
governments thatwere anxousto be the first experts to impart ideslo gical
Innovation in a world of technological efficiency. From the Total Qisality
Management concept to IS0 9000 standards, from Covey’s Seven Habits
of Highly Effective Peopla (19503, to the corporatization of lslam and
Canfucius, Malaysia spearheaded this Renaissance in thinking which in
broader terms was developed into the idea of the Asian Renaissance,®
Under this new economic scenaria, the academician, educatar, politician
and entrepreneur was to transform into intellectual capital — & producer
of Ideas which may be manufactured, packaged and sold for profit. In
Malaysia, there is now Vision 2020 (Wawasan 2020) and a new Civil
Soclety (Masyarakat Madani}. |n Indonesia, there is the New Order
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Government, emearging from the Pancasia. The language of discourse of
the Social Sciences was alse corparatism by think tanks, sponsored by
national politicians whe had the luxury to indulge in positivist visions and
prophecies an the success of populations and nations. From 'pedagogy”
to ‘androgegy” to "synergogy,” from the lecture halls of yesleryears tothe
super multimedia corridars and highways of the Infarmation Age, the
glabtal buzeword was think and dao ke the others or die in the alleys of
darkness and obsoletion. Everywhera the message was society and
culture have to be corporatized to meet the challenges of global
competitiveness, This global vision of a stronger and more relevant
culture for Southeast Asia and the ASEAN may be summarnzed in three
optimistic ideas 17

Visionary ideafism — the emergence of an environmentally friendly
world, borderless and paperess, and possibly also nation-fess, which has
suceessfully absorbed multi-cultural and ethnic diversities, where
entreprensurs empowsr workers in the lower echelons to mova to higher
pursuits of productivity and excellence - the happy assimilation of Coca-
Cola and Nabisco with the drums of Asia beating to the toned rivthms
af Asian city traffic and the virtual encounters of Asian entreprenaurs with
one another an the multimedia super highways of decision-making.

Asiatic cultural distinctiveness — the unigue blend of patriarchy with
family stability and spiritualism firing the imagination of citizens to
internalize national visions of change and development amidst young
democracies or authoritarian regimes to put aside individualism and
materialism for the comman good of all. The nation state molding itself
after a world class corporation and symbalically adopting the family Into
its: model of growth and transformation as politicians preach on the
commen good and the common will. The association of palitical opposition
and social movernents with civic discbedience and Westernization as
concernad with manipulating the Asian minor is constantly expressed,
Yet the macto corporate culture within which Asian distinctiveness is
expressed remains Western to the extrems, exprassing some of the
internal contradictions of mind and behavior of Asian elites,

Economic essentialism — makes a parody of Marxian analysis of social
alignation fram the forces of production, and instead optimizes so-called
syniergistic structures of relations between workers and producers, whio
together bring forth such high levels of productivity that the nation s
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totally transformed by phenomenal economic growth rates which are
ueed as indicators of human and social development,

Faltering Dragons and Slaughtered Tigers in the
Last Years of the Century

Although idealistic visions were adopted by other Southeast Asian
countries to a greater or lesser degree they also became a tragedy of
errorswhen an July 2, 1997 Thalland was forced to devalue the baht. An
Immediate panic and loss of confidence in Thalland's neighbors
Immediately followed. The tgers were slaughtered and the dragons
faltered in confusion. Even the purnng cat in the Philippines lost all but
ohe of [ts nine lives. Massive infrastructural expansion, non-praductive
eonstruction in real estate based on demand speculation, depeanderncy
on forelgn loans with government secured guarantees, privileged
manipulation of stocks in public-listed companies, monopalistic controls
of enterprises by key entrepreneurs supported by national governments
led 10 massive capital flights out of Southeast and East Aslan markets,
affecting even the Dow Jones Index which plummeted by 247 points an
August 15, 1997. In the weeks that followed, trading was roller coaster
in Wall Street, Frankfurt, Paris, Hong Kong and Tokyo, reflecting vanaus
'speculative instruments” in the equity and foreign exchange markets
"with a view to manipulate price movements". 1% Asiawasto receive its first
bitter taste of global capitalism and the destructive impact of manetary
Imperialism on national wealth and integrity. It scon became apparent
that the real tigers were the giobal investmant corparations, insurance
‘companies and the merchant banks while the dragons that asked far
sacnfices In the form of downsizing, retrenchment and incrzasing
taxation were the Imernational Monetary Fund and the World Bank.
Southeast Asia emerged as sitting ducks with birds of the same feather.
Proactive ideas were now counterproductive, and nation-states, statusless
and stateless, bowing 1o the dictates of global corporations which had
more combined reserves than some Southeast Asian nation-states put
together, For agraran populations of Southeast Asia that had been
encouraged 1o leave food protuction to become waged praduction and
construction warkers, the effects have been traumatic. Since the IMF bail
outin Indonesia, 2.4 million Indonesians have been dismissed from jotis
that were mostly from the property, construction and real estate seators.
With the closure of 11 of 16 banks on November 11, 1997, 8,860
employvees were dismissed,
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Factories in the footwear, garment and electronic sectors laid off
ahout 16,861 workers and are processing the dismissal of another
4,538 workers from 83 companigs. In the meantime, the indonesian
grvernment has called upon the military to assist them in thelr hour of
nead when local uprisings may worsen under these circumstances.
Fecent dismissals of thousands of textiles and footwear woarkers in
Bangkak have again affected poor migrants fram the North, Malaysia
which has so far refused to accept an IMF ball-out has resorted to other
strategies like salary cuts, freeze on increments and getting citizens 1o
growy their own vegetables. Generally the mood of pessimism, gloom and
doom has prevailed marked by a decline of confidence in the nation-state
and the ability of governments to cope with the culture of global
capitalism or what has been referred to by Drucker®™ as post-capitalism
and the increasing powerlessness of citizens of small nations in the
Information Age.

If this is the trend of the Tuture, Asia especially South East Asia will
atways be a step behind the West and will be defensive of its own
inventivenaess, The Asfan Renaissance mightactually be the Renaissance
of-post-industial socleties located In the intellectual property rights of
the advanced West and East Asia. With its continued dependence on
rmanufacturing products based on the intellectual capital of advanced
nations, including those from Japan and Taiwan, a major part of Asia,
including South East Asia will materalize as prodection work sites of
advanced economies of the post-industrial age. With research and
development centers in these corporations deriving and expanding their
level of technical efficiency on the profits gained from these Asian
production waork sites, East Asia in particular, Japan and China will
achizve glabal competitiveness and move into the post-industrial phase
as fast as the West. East Asia may break the monopoly of Eura-American
technological efficiency and experience a boom in innavation as the new
owners of intellectual capital. But East Asia is only a part of Asja. There
is still Southeast Asia W be reckoned with.

In 1994, Krugman, Professor of Economics at Stanford University,
demystified 'Asia’s Miracie® that had been linked to limited individual
liberties in the interest of the common good and sacrifice of short-term
cansumer interests for the sake of long-term growth. He argued that it
is technalogical innovation in advanced countries in the West which has
led to a continual increase of factor productivity' — a continual rise in
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national income for each unit of input, Advanced nations have been able
to achieve sustained growth in per capita income aver the fast 150 vears
and today the latest advancements in information tech nology in the post-
ndustrial age continues to come from the West, in particular the US. In
an age where technological brilliance and entrepreneurial innovation
averrides the usefulness of mechanical production, all those who are
unable to live up to this kind of global competitivenass will be put into
financial ruins. Forexample, in 1996, Seagale’s bid to praduce the thin-
film magneto resistive heads {Wafer-Fab) for disk-drivers had made ather
manufacturers lose their global competitiveness resulting in massive
downsizing and retrenchment.

In contrast, Asian economies are driven by labor and capital rather
than tachnical efficisncy. Singapofe became the economic miracle of
Asia because its productive labor force increased from 27% to B1%
between 1866 and 1990. Backed by huran resource davelopment and
large-scale physical capital investment, the country has become one of
the most prosperous sconomies In the world, Hrugman, however,
contrasts the new tiger economies of Singapore; Thailand and Malaysia
with Japan that has maintained a high level of technological innovation
and efficiency over the last few decades and With a per capita income
which will outstrip the US in 2002. Furthermaore, unlike the Hrowing
econamies of Southeast Asia, Japan's technological efficiency is backed
by a highly literate, well-paid fabor force which may be “working class"
{production warkers) but is able to maintain standards of living not very
different fram the professional and business community.

The conventional wisdom thatan Asian-centered world Econony will
materialize in the 21 century was made an assumiptions of increasing
ownership of capital and higher living standards based on services and
fesources associated with education, health, housing and sacurnty, [ this
was 1o materialize, the military and political dominance of advanced
Western nations may be countered by & prevailing Asian econamic
daminance regionally and globally, Although the myth of the Asian
Renaissance and its association with comman Asian values of economic
growth may be disproved through evidence of diverse cultural and

olitical Institutions in Asia, rising sacial inequities, transmigration and
papulation movements in search of wealth and security, the articulation
ofthe Asian dream is compeallingto Asian entreprenaurs and the business
eommunity globally. The liberation of the economies has sllowed fowe Ul
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carporations 1o penetrate the elusive hostile borders of Myanmar,
Vietnam, Lacs and China, and whether Asian or European, the first phase
of growth in the inital burst of investment is always labor and capital
intensive driven by the exploitation of cheap labor and natural resources,
This injects mare incomea that is scon followed by a new consumer culture
among production warkers for impoerted goods. Local populations begin
to consume as much as they earn but expenditure s driven by the desire
to achieve status through participation in materal culture. This creates
the phenomenon of conspicuous consumption that drives up impaorts of
non-productive goods from Ecrope and the West,

The second phass based on technical efficiency distinguishes
corparations onthe basis of inputs of intellectual capital and entrepreneurial
ingenuity and this is as likely 1o be Aslan as It is to be European or
American. AnAsian corporation may buy up a Eurcpean corporation with
advanced Intellectual resources but these resources may not be Asian in
origin. Southeast Asians in particular are dependent on the technical
efficiency of others outside and as a culture of dependence prevails,
affordability may become a crucial issue In global competitiveness., The
third phase is the recapitulation of technological efficiency and
entreprenaurial mastery in the realization of the importance of inputs of
human and social development which may become mare selective and
proactive as the objectives of human and social developmeant become
linked to profit, as for exampls, in the association of private education
with economic profit and the marketing of advanced Western education
as good for Asians in the upgrading of technical and professional
proficlency, Even in the comtext of human resoudrce, training and
education, global compatitiveness implies barrowing and buying intellectual
resources and capital from the advanced West,

An "Oversupply of Humanity" and the Increasing Concern for
Intellectual Capital in Post-industrial Seciefy

In this Information Age, or the First Post-Industrial Revolution, the
real genarators of wealth will be the first class of "knowled ge workers"*,
of those with the means to buy and produce the latest technological
innovations and who will determine the fate of millions of "production
wiorkers' In terms of employment, retrenchment, downsizing, rightsizing
and numerous other strategies which attempt to conserve capital
resources at the expense of the welfare and security of workers. The
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income of these owners of intellectual and financial capital will increase
substantiafly, at the sarme time whan 95% of the warld's population
Increases indeveloping countries, and mass migration and downsizing or
rightsizing results. Countries that have traditionally attracted the ownars
of intellectual capital like the US will continue to attract therm.  Alréacy
B0 milliohaires immigrated to the US in 1993 and this will continue to
grow as more Asian millionaires are created. Currently, 0% ofthe world's
private banking is held in trustin offshore unsupervised tax havens as the
disposable income of production and senice workers get more thoroughly
exarmined, checked and taxed, Angell™ predicts a hacklash in massive
civil unrest and disorder.

The Astan dream, unlike the American, is still in a stage of infancy.
As scigntific and technological expertise is expanded, it draws 1o a closa
mass production or what Angal®* rafers toas "an oversupply of humanity.'
The ration-state will best serve the interests of the poor and infarnous
since the latter are part of the Machine-Age and need the protection of
labar faws and social advocacy ta surve. “The Marxan myth™ that labar
generates wealth will be buried as global entrepreneurs, both Asian and
Euro-American, oulgrow machines and consolidale wealth generated
from intellzctual capital. As the state attem pts to protact the interasts of
dependent senvice workers, iImmaohile professicnals and mokbile immigrant
workers, those with Intellectual capital will determine trends of mutation
af national cultures and identity.

Conclusion

Limping dragons, slaughtered tigers, tamed cats and menacing fliss.
It seems that a discussion of Southeast Asian culture in the 20% century
Is & raguiern of g century's struggle against domination by big powsrs and
players unconcerned with its original quest for autonomy and eqguality.
Even in the last decade of the Z0" century, Southeast Asia remans ilk-
defined, lacking new leads on how it can regain its confidence In shaping
its own histary, Loss af faith in governments and the Asian culture that
discipling, hard work and enterprise are the cornerstones of success,
seem ta have surfaced mare sharply, The rapid advancement afthe Narth
through glabal capitalismand monetary impenalism reveals the unfortifieed
weakness of newly industrialized Southeast Asian societies against
American and European post-industrial strategies of reasserting cantrols
aver the region.® The continued trard in Southeast Asia in the technical,
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aperational and managerial emulation of standards, fatings, operations
and procedures from the US and Eurape, describes how Southeast Asia
mutates a culture derived from the West, making itas vulnerable a region
as Latin America in movements to design its own destiny. The burst of
salf-confidence in the early decades of struggle against calonialism led
10 3 surge of competitiveness to be as indomitable and powerful as those
nations which had belted them down. But nets have been cast over
Southeast Asia, choking its own self-definition and actualization of
culture. The consumer instinct, fed by an insatiable appetite to Eain
recognition from the more advantaged, lecally and globally; the sacrifice
of the food bowls of the region to assist multi-nationals and plantations
that profit from cheap and subservient labor; the disregard for models of
indigenization in formal organizations, education and economic and
social development has allowed it to be taxonomized thrcugh animal
characteristics of behavior and performance or alternatively, electronic
discourses of investment ratings, swinging fram 'positive’ 1o ‘junk’
depending on the mood of global capital for the day. These labels and
ratings shape Its immediate and long-term destiny. Southeast Asian
cuiture can only find itself once again if it reestablishes its LArsgUs
character of upholding autonomy by entrusting people o ey, think,
chiticize and act upon fundamental issues of societal transformation and
development. If the global culture of the new millenium will convert
Southeast Asia into a play station of the latest adventure on profiteering
by Invading galloping tribes of the new age in which God |s moneEy and
sovereignty, a poor excuse for citizenship, then itis left to the Southeast
Asian people themselves to develop their own intligenous strategies of
survival which may inspire more seif-confidence than what modem
democracies may have to offer to Southeast Asia’s future. s
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