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MORD ISLAMIC LIBERATION FRONT

Introduction

&, Historizal Background of the Bangsamars Problem

When the Spaniards set their footin Manilain 1572, Istam had taken
its roots In the bay area, In the southern portion of the archipelags, there
wara already three established sultanates, attesting to the existence of
advanced pofitical system the Moras had had, Itwas during the Battla of
Manila that year that the ward "More® was first usad by the Spansards,
reminded of their experence with the Moors, who fought them for
temitory and dominance in the |berian peninsula.

Mititary campaigns were launched to subjugats the Muslims in
1278, These expeaditions came in six stages starting from the Spanish
conguast of Bormeo in D578, ending in the attempts to consolidate
Hispanic hald in some parts of Mindanao to pravent the ather foreign
povers at the time (e.g. the British and the Dutch) from penetrating the
Wuslim sultansates, The Moro people fietcely resisted each of these
aggressions, Despite some minor gains towards the end of the Soanish
era, the Castellans, who gained some advaniage with tha introduction of
fasl steamboats and the weakening of the sultanates due to inlermecing
WHrS an succession, never subjugated the Moros.

But the wounds remained and even grew deepat, The Moro wars as
wiell as the cultural conditions impased on the Indio's, 0.2 the Maro-
Woro, sazuela and the like, separated the Christanized Filipinos fram the
Vuslims In the South. Stereatypes partraying the latter as "uncivilizad
and parbaric” have persisted, suggesting that the Muslims were being
treated as second-class citizens.
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Armerican colonialism of Mindanaa, Sulu and Palawan began with
the Bates Treaty that was signed on August 20, 1899, The document was
Just a tactical ploy designed by the American occupational forces to
thwart any alllance between the defenders of the young Philippine
Republic and the sultanates. Wherntha &mericans sueceadedin crushing
the revolutionary governmentin Luzon, they mountad military expeditions
to pacify and subjugate the Moro people. These took several farma,
faremast of which was the no-nonsense unleashing of full military might
capped by the opening of settlements for the Filipinos from Luzon and the
Visayas,

Through the pensionados — scions of Moro families who were sent
o institutions of higher learming in Manilaand the U, 5. — the Americans
were abla to erect some pillars of thair colonlal government. In ALpust
18916 President Woodrow Wilson signed the Jones Law (Public Act No.
240 of the Second Session of the 64th United State Congress) into law.
Inis was followed by the abolition of the Department of Mindanao and
Sulu, The administration of the Moo lands came largely under the
Bureau of Non-Christian Tribes under the Department of the |nterior.

American and Christian Filipino officials were in general agreement
an the overall policy an their integration into the mainstream of Filipine
sociely. But this policy was seriously obstructed by at least three
clreumstances: 1) Theatmosphers of mutual suspicion between American
and Filipino officials; 2 Continued Mera resistance and struggle égamst
the demination of the imperial government based in Manila: and 3) The
pricrity given to national ecanamic devalopment and secu Fity consideration
in the Bangsamoro homeland.

Throughout American ragime, the Filipine leaders (Quezon, Osmena,
Laurel, Recta, etc.) did not manitest interast of the Moros at hear, being
motivated to ensure controland demanstrate theircapacity to governmeant
and hasten the granting of (political) independence. Pockets af small
uprisings dotted and shook American presence in Mindanao. Notable
among these were: the Maranao revalt in Tugaya in 1823, the uprising
led by Datu Santiage in Parang, Cotabatoin 1923-1924: the ope by Daty
Tahil in 1927 against land taxation and cedula, among others, and the
mast notable of all. the ane lad by Hadji Karmlon of Suly in the 1950s.
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The Amearicans never graspad what the Maro proklem really was.
They saw it as underdevelopment of *Mon-Chrstian Tribes” - and the
solution was education, economic developrment and judicious application
of force whenaver the Moras resisted, Waorse, to same, the Maros ware
considerad savages neading 1o be civilized and the homeland of the
Moros as territory promising vast economic resourcestor an independant
Philippine; hence, the term "Land of Promise.” Migration was greatly
accelzrated in 1936, further boosted with the creation of such bodiss as
LASEDRECO, NARRA, and EDCOR. This stage sst the pracess of
“denaticnalization™ and “minoratization” of the Mores,

The Japaness occupation force little understood the actual situation
of the Moros, They tried to use the "Brother Asians™ apoeal but the best
thatthey could achizve was the guarded, enthusiastic shedience of soms
Moros living inoococupied towns. The majority of the Moros, however,
supported the anti-lapansse war effort, arng nol a few were pleased at
the apportunity to legitimate by shaw their martial oravery, Inomany
Instances, the Maros and the Flipines fought side by side 1o repulses the
Japanese impsnal armmy. :

Under the cormemporary period, political analysts and pundits are
want 1o point out to three underlying causes to the Moo problem:
landlessness, socio—cultural differences, and power siruggla. in the eyes
ol pragressive minds they ars four: political autonamy orsslf- datermination,
lzadership, oporession and expicitation, and mass liberation. The
underlying circumstance s that the Bangzamaors is fighting against
“forcible denationalzation,” if not actually physical extarmination.

Three evenls n the late 1960s and early 1970s precipitated
Mindanao Crisis: The Corregidor incident (Jakidah Massacre) of March
1968 the November 1271, elections, and the imposition of Martial Law
in Saptember 1972, Thea first event led to the formation of the Maro
Mational Liberation Front (MNLF). Ta that howswver, five Muzhm schalars
frem Mindanao and Suly were known o have planted the seeds of
"Hhad” onthe Bangsamora Homeland. Cneofthese scholars was Ustadz
Salamat Hashirm now the MILF'S ehairman, Tha auspicious birth of the
Mindanaao Independence Movement espoused by the Grand Qid Man of
Cotabato” Governar Datu Udtog Matalarm.
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There wasa shift of poiitical power from the traditional Muslirn ruling
class to the newly elected Christian leaders as a resuli of the November
1971 elections, Almost simultaneously, a Christian vigilante group called
the "llenggdo Land Grabbing Association” came inte being. The declaration
of Martial Law put an exclamation point to the nea-colonial attempts at
finally subjugating the Moras, It only expossd the then unified MMNLF, ard
soon it becama the rallving force of the Moros in their quest for self-
determinatian.

Finding it difficult to suppress the MMNLF, which had gained an
abserver status in the Crganizatuon of Islamic Countries (0000, the
Fhilippine gavernment gave way to the signing of the Tripoll Agresment
in December L2976, Apart fram this it unilaterally established autonemous
regions in Regions X and Xl and created several offices to dramatize its
policy of measured bensvolence lowards the Moros. These offices
included the Gffices of the Regional Commissioners for Regions X and
A, Southern Philippines Development duthority (SPDA), Philippine
Amanah Bank, Philippine Pilgrimages Authority, Office of Islamic Affairs in
the Departrent of Foreign Affairs, Adency for the Development and
Welfare of Muslims in the Fhilipeines, Commissinner for (slamic Affar
fater Ministry of Muslim Affalrs. CMACS, and now Office of Muslim
Affairs), among others. This culminated by the enactment of R.A. 5734
that established the Autonomaous Regian in Muslirm Mindanao (ARMM)
in 19S50,

Mhe Tripal Agreement did not end or sclve the Bangsamoro problem
nefther did the GRP-MNLF Peace Agreement signed on September 2,
1996, While the MNLF opted o join the government and had a hand in
the running of the ARMM and the Southern Philippines Councll for Peace
and Development {SPCOP), the Bangsamoro problerm remained. The
continued exploitative and oppressive policies of the Philippines
government, punctuated by unabated militarization, open human rights
violations and myopic: Initiatives that serse mare as palliatives and
cosmetic approaches in containing, or denving the existence of the
prablerm, further strengthened the resolve of the Moros in the struggle for
zelf- determination,

The Moro |slamic Liberation Front borne by the disenchantment,
disenfranchisemeant and dejaction of the Maro masseas from tha Philippine
government's refusal to recognize the inherent right of the Bangsamor
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to regain their fresdom and reclaim their homeland that were subjected
to lawes promulgated without dus representation from and consultations
with the Maro people,

Fram luly 17, 1987, the MILF enered into a General Agreement an
the Cessation of Hostlities wilh the GRF, the latter, through its Armed
Forces cantinuedto violate the agrement and the subsequent documents
forged between the GRE and MILF Peacs Pansls 1o ensure continuously
confidence huilding and fruitful negotiations. The GRP unveiled 1ts "All-
Oul War Policy® to bring down the Moro rehels to their knees, Just like
what the Americans did 1o the Bates Treaty, the AFP ignared the joint
statements acknowledging certain MILF major and satellite camps - only
for the duration of the peace process —on the pretext that thase turned
into hases from which “terrarstic activities" of MILF were launched, They
launched offensives notwithatanding the existence of civilians and haly
structures in the communities within MILF camps.

The All-Cut War Policy badas well with real intenl of pursuing
gerocide ar ethnic cleansing. This leavas no alternative far the Maros but
parve thelr separate state. The unitary systerm with sprinkling of autonopmy
in areas dominated by Moros and tribal peoples did not sitwell with the
horo people's desirs for real freedom to contral their own religious,
political, cultural. educational, and economic affairs.

The experience of the Moros had 1ts parallel in Algeria and cther
countries. Emotionally, tha former is now where the Algerians were in
1065, Mere socio-economic development progress side-by-side with
military action by France did not suceesd in making the Algerians of the
time accepts the offer of autonomy. Their suffering galvanized their
resistance, untll as then French President Charles de Gaulle belatediy
realized, independance was the only acceptable salution to the Algerian
problem. This is the reality that the GRP must face,

As the MILF, howsver, firmly balisyes that the Bangsamaoro prablem
can be solved through peaceful means, ithas embarkad on a negotiation
to pave the way Lo a peaceful and demacratic return of the Bangsamaro
homeland tothe Bangsamoro people. This is in accordance with Quranic
provisions contained in Chapter V|, verse nos, G0-82., [Lis Tor this reason
that the organization entered inta the AGCC and subsequently submittec
a nine-paint agenda for the peace talks with the GRP, These nine talking
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points have Deen clustered into six, namely; 1) Ancestral Domain and
Agrarian Related Issues, 2) Destruction of Properties and War Victims, 3)
Human Rights Issues. 4) Secial and Cultural Discrimination, Corruption
of the Mind and Moral Fiber, 5 Feonomic Inzquities and Widespread
Fowerty, and Exploitation of Natural Besources,

While the GRP Panel preferred to delva on positive and mare forsard
loaking aspects, the MILF maintaing that the true nature, scope,
magnitude, and depth of the Bangsamoro problam must be emphasizad
far the well-being and future of the Moro peopie. No amount of
stonewalling aor window-dressing will ever justify any effort to arrive at
another set of palliatives and / or shortsighted remedias “in the name of
the peace process" but to the detriment of the downtrodden and
oppressed Bangsamoro.

The annexation of the Bangsamoro homeland through the Treaty of
Pariz of December 10, 1898 constitutes an ilegal and immoral act,
which is a violation of human rights. The position of the MILF |5 ciear,
There is no viable and fasting solution to the centufies-ald: conflict
between the Bangsamoro people and their prosecutor excent 1o give way
to the aspirations of the native inhabitants of the area — the Ba ngsamara
and the highlanders, and this is no other than the restoration of their
usurped legitimate rights to freedarm and self-determination.

B. The Bangsamoro People and their Homeland

The ancestral homeland of the Bangsamoro is not just located in
Mindanao, Sulu, Basilan, Tawl, and Palawar. Ina magp found in Lendon
Librany and Museurm, Muslim areas in the FPhilippines at the time of tha
arrival of the Spaniards in the Philippines were found throughaut the
archipelago. There were seven kingdoms and principalities, namely: a)
the Sultanate of Maguindanaa, b Sultanate of Sulu, e Muslim principality
of Palawan, d} Muslim principality of Parmay, el Muslim prinzipality of
Mindore, f) the Mustim kingdom of Manilad ifanital, and g the Muslim
principality of llocao.

Due to the partial success of the Spanish conguistadores’ altemnt
to proselytize the Indios. the Moros ware decimated in Luzon and the
Visayas. At the end of the Spanish regime, the Moros were Tound
principally In the southern portion of the archipelaga: an the island of
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Mindanao. in the Sulu archipelago, and on the island of Palawan, south
af Puerta Princesa City. The dominant islamized tribes consist of 13 major
ethna-Inguistic groups: the Maguindanaons (Cotobato and parts of
Zamboanga del Sur). Maranaw (Lanao, and parts of the Misamis and
Bukidnen and also (0 Caraga region), Tausug {Sulu), Yakan (Basilan),
lranons (norh of Maguindanao and Cotabato provinces anc south af
lLanac del Sur), Jama Mapun (Tawt-Tawi and Cagayan de Sulu), Palawan|
{Southern Palawan). Kolibugan (Zamboanga del Sur), Kalagan {Davao
areas), Samal (Sulu), Sangil (Saranggani Isiand group), Molbog (Balabac
Island Southern Palawan) and Badjao (South of Suly) — (per Yambut et,
Al 1975:16) Each of these groups occupies & maore ar [ess distinet
1erritory, though in some instance the smaller groups have their iving
spacas penetrated by famiies belonging to the larger groups.

Thenthere are highlandersor lumads, the tribai ethnic groups hke the
T'durays (Mrarays), Manobos, B'laans, Bagobos, Subanons, T'bolls,
Bukidnons, and other indigenous cultural communities, who opted not
ta embrace 1slam, but form part of the Bapgsamoro natian, They have
thie same aspiration as the Muslims to reclaim theirancestral domaln and
be free from oppression.

Notwithstanding the unifying bond of islam and custom and traditions
{in the case of the highlander or lumads), the Moras differ in cartain
respects: 1) subsistence patterns, 2) historical development and in the
Intensity of their contracts with the rest of the archipelago and the world
beyond, and 3} In the details of their social organization, degrea of their
Islamic acculturation, and n their dress, custom, aris and many other
aspects of culture.

These accidental differences, including patterns of psychosocial
behavyiar, were exploited by the Marcos regime to divide the Maros in its
altempt to weaken the then unified MNLF, What it could nat win Inwar,
it somewhat accomplished, albeit wath little success in polites of
compromises, concessions, and deception. This strategy also somewhat
warked In magnifying the misperception that the Moros by themselves
could hot govern, rendering the varicus mechanisms deyvisad by the GRP
(especially the SPDA, the Bogus Autonomous Reglons under PD 1618,
and the ARMM) as "meant to fail.”
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The Bangsamaoro homeland consists of the pieturesque, crab-like
island of Mindanaa, The minnows are the islands of the Sulu archipelago
ior BaBulTaw, Morcland is said to be a territony of 36,540 square miles,
By way of comparison, it is larger in territory than either Fortugal o
Austria, And the Bangsamoro Population outnumbers that of Albania,
Costa Rica, and even the cil-rich desert country of Libya,

Interms of the bistory of the Bangsamoro, three regions have laomead
maore impartant than others have the Sulu archipelago, the Lake Lanac
region, and the Pulang (Rivery Valley, that is Cotabato Empire of old,

Sulu s the gatewsy that connects 10 Borneo and Malay Peninsula,
which explains the very close bes between the people of these areas., In
1894, seaing the tremendous potentials of reviving the thriving trade and
commerce that made the reglon prosperous some 500 years ago, former
Frasident Fidel ¥. Ramos, under his much-maligned F'I1i|i|:npir1é 2000
vision, orchestrated the establishment of the BIMP-EAGA (Brunei-
Mataysian-Philippines East ASEAN Growth Aread, The rapcd gains of said
multilateral borderless econamic arrangament were vaparized when the
curraney crisis struck mid-1997, Bul then he Bangsamaro people
remained in abject socio—economic condition, despile the promised
bananza especially after the signing of the peace nactl in Septembar 2,
1596,

Lawe Lanao, all of is 125 sguare-mile size, supolies the electnc
power geherated through hydro plant to a largsr portion of the |sland of
Mindanac, Paradoxically, a big part of the provinee of Lanao del Sur,
whers it s locatad 5 not yet enerdized. The mare prosperous Lanaa del
Marte, now dominated by Christians, with some big (ndustries located
therain. especially in lligan City, s the one enjoying the benefits of cheap
electricity, togather with those in Marthern Mindanao, Caraga Region and
the Zamboanga peninsula, all populated maostly by Christians,

The Rio Grande de Mindanao (Spanish name for Pulangu which also
means "river”) s like Mount Fujl to the Japanese or the Nile River to the
Egyptians. Itis not Jusl a channe! far transponration/mavigation, source of
Irfigation, trace and commercial route, and agro-industnal key production
area. More than other, itis a symbol, a source of prde amongst the
Maguindanaons and the other Maoros in 1the area, The Marcos regimea
came up with the Cotabato-Agusan River Basin Developmeant Project
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[CARBDP) aimed at transforming the valley info 8 modem complex of
agriculiural production, marketing, and corporate growth, The Marcos
era ended without seeing the fruits of such a grandiose scheme,

Three dispensations in succession concocted dsset or a pachkage of
programs to gain attempt at developing the vallay, including the 200,000
hectare-plus Liguasan (Ligawasan) Marsh. There is the Maridagao
Malitubog Imgation Development Praject. a mult-billion peso projact,
and the aborted Liquasan Marsh Development Project, whosea Teasibility
study was spearheaded by the Mational Economioc and Development
Authorty at a cost of PG million but was flatly rejected by the native
inhakbitants of the Marsh area. The World Bank is set to hankrall a bigger
project to encompeass MalhMar, Liguasan, and the Pulangi. Yet, the
Bangsamoro natives have not participated in the drawing of the pians,
never been consdlted or even are going to be dispiaced onoe these
projects are in place.

Definition of Terms

For the purpose of discussion and evaluation of the contents of this
position paper, the following terms are defined:

1. Ancestral domain —— refers to all areas and territery histarically
belonging to the Bangsamaro, distinet and dehnite, comprising the
foliowing: lands, water, air space, and natural resources therein.

2. Aggression — a deliberate, unprovaked act by one country or
group on ancther; refers 1o the persisting pacification campaign and
military operations-and adventurism directed against the Bangsamaors
people to suporess their legiimate cause and grievances,

2. Assimilation — also refers to acculturation, which means the
adoption of new traits or patterns disruptive or destructive of The comman
culture and heritage of indigenous people of natives of the land eading
to minoritization of systematic cultural discrganization of a peaple nation.
In sociology, it also refers to racal desegfegation with dercgatory
connctatons,

4. Bangsamaoro homeland — areas and places compnsing the
ancestral domain of the Bangsamora paople located in the island of
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Mindanaa, the Suluarchipeiaga, and other island immediatel Y surounding
Mindanao, including the bodies of water, marshes, Mangroves, mountains,
and the earth beneath and the air space ahove ther,

5. Bangsamoro people — native inhabitants composed of |sla mired
ethnic groups, highlanders, fumads, and other non-Muslims with
Bangsamoro ancestry and the those who have beear born, raised and
educated in the Bangsamaro homeland, signifying and declaring legally
their being Bangsamor members.

5, Cormuption — making corrupt, perverts, and decayved the state
of being including practices, social arder, and culturai identity; also
referring o acts of dishonesty, bribery and falsification,

7. Discrimination— making distinction with the intention or purpose
of unfavorable treatment or showing favaritism.

8. Exploitation — act of unjustly deriving profits or materal gains
from the waork or resources possessed by an individual ar grolp.

9. Human Rights — a term or a pregram enunciated in Helsinki,
which embodies the “right to be free from government violations of the
Integrity of a person or people. .. right to the fulfillment of such vital necds
asfood, sheller, health care, and aducation...right to enjoyand determine
civil and palitical rights and libertiss, "

10, Mardinalization — 2 procass of causing paople to live on the
rarging of society by displacement or exclusion fram participation in any
Eroups, saciely ar political efforts.

11. Oppression — collective act of treating with unjust harshness,
espacially by ruling over tyrannically,

12. Persecution — collective effort of inflicting suftering for religious
or political reasans.

13, self-Determination — the right of a people to decide s own form
of government ar political status.
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14. Subjugaton — state of being conquered or held in subjection,
of which the Bangsamare peopla, are not,

15. War — armed conflict between nations, tribas, arother groups,
ar an instance of this; concerted and constant effarts 1o put down,
decimate or exterminate; or a state of hostility,

Il. Objectives{Purposes

The genzral alyective of this work is to solve the Bangsamoro
problem.

There is & need to findg and reach a just, lasting and comprehensive
solution 1o the Bangsamoro problerm,

This probler invalves a wide variety of social, cultural, econcmic and
political issues and concerns that include, but not limited to the following:
ancestral domain, displaced and landless Bangsamoro, destruction of
priopeties and war victims, human rights issues, social and cultural
discrimination, corrugtion of the mind and maoral fiber, economic inequitiss
and widespread poverty, explotation of natural resources, and agrarian
relatedd issues,

The specific objectives of this work are:

L. To find the truth about the lustarical roots of the Bangsamoro
struggle;

2. To find a peaceful, comprehensive and permanent political
solution to the Bangsamaro problem:

3. To establish a system of life and governance suitanle and
acceptable to the Bangsamoro neople.

IV. Issues and Concerns

l. Ancestral Domuain and Reloted Issvos
The MILF maintains that the issus on ancestral domain involves ab
Intrusicn into the domaln (by vested interest, settlers, and multinationals),
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) declaration of ancestral domain as pubiic and disposable lands, and
ol wanton destruction and irreverence towards ancestral demain.

Throughout contermparary history, the Bangsamoro were subjected
te varous forms of oppression, subjugation, and genaozidal campaigns.
The situstion of the Bangsamoro peonle became worst when colapiss
and settlements projects in Mindanao and Sulu were established to
decongest Luzon and Visayas, It was also a palliative to appease former
Huk members. The systematic deprivation of the Bangsamoro people of
their ancestral domain s ancharad in the Regalian Dactring, which has
been enshrined in the Philippine Constitution of 1535, 1973 and 1987
with It the state declares itsell the sole owner of what is zalled state
domain and reserves the nght to classify it for purposes of proper
disposition to ns citizens, To this effect, the Philippine gavernment
enacted sanes of laws, detriment to the occupancy, use and rights of the
Bangsamoro people of their homeland.

Cn Navember &, 1902, the Philippine Commission passed Land
Registration Act No. 498 which reguires the registration of lands
ococupied by private persons or corporations, and the application for
registration of title, says Sec. 21, it shall be in writing, signed and sworn
to by the applicant. This provision of law is tatally discriminatory, First, the
registration was not anly totally alien 1o the Moro communities: most of
them would have bsen unable to comply, literate that they were.
Second, It failed o take cognizance that the Maguindanao and Sulu
Sultanates were Independant Muslim State, possession had been, and
was a complete and absclute fitle to thair land inaceordance with Islamic
Lawy,

To ensure unchallenged exarcise of the state authority to dispase of
state domain or public lands, the Philippine Commission enacaed Act No,
718 entitled “An Act making void land grants from Mero Sultans or Datus
of from Chiefs of Non-Chnstian Tribes when made without govemimental
authority or consent, Section 82 of Public Land Act No. 926 which was
amended by Act No. 2874 by the Senate and House of Representativas
on Novermber 29, 1918 in accordance with the Jones Law and finally
Incorparated in Commonwealth Act 141 unoer Section 24, enacted and
approved on Novemnber 7, 1936, continues to carry the almost exact
wordings of said law, reiterating further the legitimasy of the transfer of
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sovereign authority from Spain to the United States, and the illegality of
the Moros claim,

On Jetober 7, 1803, the Philippine Commission passed Public Land
Act Moo 826 which allowed individuals to acquire Homestead not
exceading 18 hectares each corpotation 1,204 hectares each of
unocoupied, Unreserved, unappropriated agrcultural public lands as
stated by Section 1. Mothing was said about the unigue custom of the
Maoro comrnunities,

Fublic Land Act No, 925, amended through Act No. 2874 by the
Senate and House of Representatives on Movernbsr 29, 1519 in
accordance with lones law, provided that 16 hectares allowed sarier to
mdividuals was increased to 24, but the Non-Christian, including the
Maros, was allowed an area which shall excesd ten (L0 hectares with
avery striingent conditions, that is, it shall be an essential condition that
theapplicant apply for permit tocultivate the land and if the apalicant has
not begun to cultivate and improve the Jand sixmdnths framand after the
date on which the permit was granted, the permit shall ipso facto be
cancellad and landg.

Commarwealth Act No. 141 amended on MNovember 7, 1935,
withdrew the privilege earlier granted to the settlers of owning mare than
one homestead at 24 hectares each and reverted to ong not exceeding
16 hectares. But the non-Christians including the Moros) who wera
earlier allowed a maximum of ten (10} hectares were now permitted only
faur {43 hectares,

Far the administration of agricultural colonies, Commonwealth Act
Mo, 141 created the National Land Settlemeant Ad ministration. This took
charge of the settlement projects in Koronadal, Cotabato, and in Malig,
Isabel, With the subsequent reorganization of the government in 1950,
the office was merged with the Rice and Corn Production. Administration,
forming a new identity known as the Land Settlemant and Development
Corporation (LASEDECO). Later, Republc Act, No. 1160 abolished
LASEDEDRD and created the Mational Resettlement and Rehabilitation
Administration {NARRA). With effarts of the NAHRA it had resettled
20,500 at the cost of P44.5 million in 1963, The dovernment also
created the Economic Development Carparation (ERCOR), which issued
haomestead lands to, alleged former Huks,
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The defunct Commission on National Integration (CNI), creats
dnder A 1888, as amended by R, A 3852 on May 4, 1964 did rot
siceeed In its objectives, but merely perpetuated and made more stark
the discriminatory oppressicn and misleading thrust of the Philippine
government by implemeanting more settlerment projects, allowing maore
concesson 1o the political elite,

an March 11, 1974, former Presigent Ferdinand E. Marcos issusad
FO Mo, 410 “Declanng Ancestral Lands Dooupied and Cultivated by
Mational Cultural Communities as Alienable ane Cisposable, and for
other Purposes.” This edict had a ten-year period of effectively but it
lapsed withaut getting implemented. |t was overtaken by events, ane of,
whichwere the shaky bureaucratic realignments and recrganizations that
plagued the dictatornal ragine.

Subsequent laws passed by resurrected Congress did not alleviate
the suffering and dislocation of the Moro people. Bursaucratic red tape
and unconscicnasls praclice of certain irevarant parties takmg:acrvantage
of the Comprehensive Agranan Reform Program (CARP), as axtended,
and ather programs like the |ntegrated Social Forestry and the issuance,
and ather certificates of Ancestral Domain claim {CADC) made matters
worse. Even wildlife sanatuaries and national parks, like Liguazan Marsh
and Lake Lanao, were surreptitiously titled and mortgage with the Land
Bank of the Fhilipgines.

2. Destruction of Properties and War Victims: Displaced and Landless
Muslims

The destruction of properties, loss of hundred ot thausands on
Innocent lives, physical and psychological injuries to those who surived
the bloody wars fram the eatly 1970°s to the present. and displacemeant
and ar dispasition of lot mare came as result of ganocidal.

Asaninstrument ta fulfill the grand design of the Marcos government,
then President Ferdinand E. Marcos declared Martial Law on Septamber
<41, 1872 to support the ILAGA movement backed by the Philippine
Constabllary (PG and Philippine Armny (PAY, see the baak of B, Muslim,
Until the middle part of 1971, ILAGA oparations were concentrated in
vanous Muslim villages in the Municipalities of the then two Catabata
Frovinces (Morth and South) with mixed populations, but largely in
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municipalities where the Mushims were in the minedty. Inthe second half
of the 1971, they reached the provinee of Lanao del Sur, particularly the
Munizipality of Waao, which was among the centers of the Christian
Filipino migration, Then, they spread to several Muslim towns of Lanao
el Norte and in Bukidnon, In 1972, ILAGA operated in Zamboanga del
Sur, For the period of twio years, practically all Musim areas in Mindanao
were under siege by the ILAGA backed by the Philippine Armies and
Philipaine Sonstabutary.

June 18, 1871 is a very memorable moment for the peopls of
Carmen, particularly in Manila with 70 Muslims wers massacred By the
agents of the Marcos regime, From January to June 1971, & total of 358
Muslims were recorded Killed by the ILAGA backad by the PCand PAL N
Alameda alone, about 92 house were recordad burmed. In the pearby
Municipalities, 55 Muslim housesin Carmen; 18 in Fikit: 25 in Kidapawan
and 22 in Buldon were all burned in the ILAGA in just five days in August
1971, Atotal of 411 Muslim houses were burned in the municipalities
Wao, Lanao del Sur and Bulden in Maguindanao respectively,

dther Municipalities with netable Kiling and bumning of several
hundraeds or even theusands of Muslim houses, mosques, and lslamic
schools were Magsaysay in Lanac del Norte, Kisulon in Bukidnon, and
Siay and gl in Zamboanga del Sur, A notable ILAGA Commandesr
Tocthplek reinforced by & PC Captain Manue! Tionco made Upl in
Cotabato as his Kingdom, Az pointed out by a Muslim leader, Senator
tamintal Tamano when interdewing the Muslim evacuees of barro
“ulongkulong, PFalembang, Cotabata, after the rnore than seven hundred
Muslim (men and women, young and old} massacred in their bario on
January 2, 1972, | could not shake thair belief that some of the ILAGA
were soldiers of the Marcos regime. The incident was papularly known as
Hulanghulong Massacre, Jubair {1959) In his teak, confirmed the
findings of Dr. Muslim in his dissertation,

Appearing simultansouslhy with the raported [LAGA atrocities, until
the middie part of 1972 wera sanes of massacres of Muslims reportadly
by the units of the Philippine Canstabulary and the Philippine Army. 1Twas
nated that there were 72 Muslims massacred by the PC in Alamada,
Cotabato in January 18, 1971; 37 (40 by Jubair) Muslims were
massacred by the Philippine Army in Tacub, Kaudsuagan, Lanao del Narte
on November 22, 1571 In the same Incidenk, some 152 were reportad
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missing alfegedly salvagad by the PA soldiers. Ina neEnhorning municipality
of Magsaysay, Lanao del Norte scores of Muslim civilians were on their
way far voting and were gunned down by the Army soldiers,

These atrocities against the Muslims by the |LAGA and the military
machinery of the government had converted several Muslim areas as
Killing fields," where the rest as evacuation centers, Maturally. the
Muslims inthess areas and those of the neighboring municipalities were
forced to leave behind their farms and homes, many of which were
subsequently looted and occupied by the Christians even up o the
present. Worst, those land occupied by the Christians were titled
forcefully with rmanipulations and cennivance with the cart Lpt government
officials of the DENR, DAR and the Register of Deeds,

Records or documents submitted to the Egyptian-Libyan team that
visited the Philippines in 1972 could give us a senze of the extent of
displacement suffered by the Maoros.

The fallowing are some of the vacated Mushim areas:.,pl'n:-:sen*dy
ozcupied by the Christian settlers frorm the niorth.

1. BAGUMBAYAN — Muslim in this town were totally displaced by
the Christian. This Muslim evacuated to Maganoy and Datu Piang
Municipalities. Their houses and mosques were burned and effects
lnoted,

2. AMEPATUAN ANDISLLAM — Muslity i these Municipalities have
been driven either to Buluan, Maganoy and Datu Fiang; their houses and
mosgues were burmed and effects looted.

3. ALAMADA Muslirm were driven the neighboring towns of
Buldon, Sultan Kudarat and some went to Lanao del Sur: their houses
and mosgues burned and effects lnoted,

4 COLOMBND Muslim were: driven to Alep (Datuy Faglas) and
Buluan; their houses and mosgues were burned; their effects laotad,

2. WP —Muslim were driven to the poblacion, to Cotabato City and
Dinaig; their houses and mosgues were burned; their effects looted.

B, PALEMBANG Muslim were driven to Lebak, Cotabato City,
Sultan Kudarat and Parang; their houses and mosques were burned:
their effects looted.
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7. LAMAG DEL BUR — Mushms in Wao Munictpaiity were driven Lo
tha interiors of Lanao dal Sur their houses and mosgues were burned,
their effects looted.,

8. LANAD CEL NORTE — All Mushms living along the National
Hignway fram ane sao 1o the othar, & distance of cver 100 Kilameters
wire driven 1o the interior of Lanao det Norte ane Lanao dal Sur; thelr
hous=s and masques wara burned: thair effects looled,

S ZAMBOANGA DEL SUR - Al Muslims livikig I the several small
villages along the seacoast of the peninsula was driven to Basilan and
Suly lsland: ther houses and mosgues were burned; their effects lacled,

100 BUKIDNGE — All Musims lving in several towns it Bukidnon were
refonated to Lanao dal Sur; thair houses and masgueas were burned; their
effects looted.

To summarize the extent and effect of the first two years of ILAGA and
government military atrosities, we could conclude That the Muslims in the
rural areas were badly devastated which under intemational laws needs
condemiation and indemnification, Bundreds of thousands of houses,
madaris {lslamic schools) and mosques were burned and tens of
thousands of iInnocent Bangsamorn were massacred and more than ona
rnillicr of rural Bangsamarns residents were displaced, About five hundred
thousand are still ving in the sland state of Sabah and more than seven
aundred thausand in ather urban centers in Mindanaos, Visayas andg
Luzon, There is alsa the permanent damage to properties and Hves of the
Muslims living along the seacoasts of Zamboanga paninsula, Basilan,
Sulu and Tawi-Taw whoss number reachad to about one million.

The sinister design of the Manila central governmant did notend after
wwo vears of the atrocities by the ILAGA and the GRP military armed farces
against the Bangsamoro. It exists even up to the present. What happened
betwesn the 1972 to the present i a series of cooling and warming of
atrocities. Evidence 10 this, forthe past mora than three years, from 1997
to the present, the MILF and the GRP has signed more than 30
documents related 1o cease-fire agreements and ar maintenznes of
peace and order and almast all of thess sgreements were violated by the
GRE armed farces which shows the insincerity of the govemment, They
always claimed that the MILF viclated the agreement, which is contrary
to whal really happened,
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Meny nad thought thal the days of living dangerausly, the pericd of
open plunder and persecution of the Sangsamors pacle endead with the
auster af the conjugal dictatorship after a bloodiess coup in Fabruary
188G, The moral ascendancy of the Aguino regime paved the way to
reace negoliations with the MNLF, while the MILF chiose the wail-and-
sesstance. The ARMM was creatad by virtue of B.A, 8734 but it did bring
&t the projected socio-economic development in the region. Victims of
the pacification campaigns dunng the Marcos regime weare never haard.

Again, whils the Ramos.administration continusd the past national
eadership’s reconciliation and unification efforts. the dispossessed.
displaced, and oppressed Bangsamaors people failed to have the
gavarnment’s ear, It just opted to appease and deal with ons Broup that
leg to the signing of the GRP-MNLF peace adreament on September 2,
1996, Several delegations paid calls on the new Regiohal Governar but
the plight of hundreds of thousands of those who were Wi owed,
arphaned, displaces and dispossessed did not ‘veedpy the regional
Bovernment’s top pricrity. The usual reform to deaf enng -:I[‘fl,:[‘cﬂq WaS
budgetary consiraints, As has besn dong, small livelihcod, projects,
grants, a few scholarship grants, support 10 cooperatives. and minar
packages of beneficiaries, many of wha never lost their heioved during
the war in the 2970's nor lost a limb and some properties.

The probiem of refugees has remalned unsolved up to this day.
Displacad Mote people couid nol return o their places of angin,
aspecially in Cotabato, Sultan Kudarat, Lanao delNarte, and Zamboanga
de! Sur Lecause either their lands have been stolen and titled by ather
Rparties or they fear continued persecution. Some HOG,000 Maro
refligees are stil lingefing in Sabah and could net return due to lack of
apportunitiss and funds, Compounding is what is termed now as
“slatisticat gencoide” whereby the Bangsamoro people are subjected to
minaritization in the national statistical records, At present even the
National Statistical Office could nat provide an accurate figure regarding
the nearest estimate of the Bangsamara population. For several years
now, the MNSO's census repors have shown a skw growth of the
Bangsamaoro papulation, which ara quite improbable campalgns ana
military aperations undertaksn in the Bangsamaro homaland.

Marcos was responsible for the “Jabidgah Massacre” in the Isfand of
Cortegidor on March 17, 1968. Sixty-four Muslim recruits of the
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Fhilippine Army who were undergoing clandestine training in preparation
of invasion of Sabah were brutally killed when they sensed something
fishy about their mission. The insident, spurred by then Senator Benigno
5. Aquino, Jri's expose, led 1o the birth of the Moro Natienal Liberation
Fronmt led by Nurallaji B Misuan, a political science professor at the
University of the Philippines, Inguick suceession, the MIM and the Ansar-
2l |stam, a natianal Muslim religious brotharhoad led by former Senator
Ahmad Domocao Alanta of Lanao del Sur,

distas the llaga materialized, the "Blackshirts” in Cotabate and the
“Barracudas” of Lanao came into being. The Christian armed band aided
by the military and some police operatives swooped down on Muslim
villages, Saon it engaged in senes of gun battles with “Blackshins™ and
Barracudas™ was sending thousand upen theusand to flee from their
hiomes, Those who stayed were mutilated by the ILAGA, Reporis of
cannibalism were aven recounted by some withesses who refused to
come out in the open. The most famous of the ILAGA leaders wers
Commander Toothpick, the Mansrg brothers led by Commander Bucay
ireal name Maorberto Manaro, Jr.). and Commandar Inday, There was, of
course, the “Magnificent Seven™. Christian leaders who formed the
“cantral committes” of the laga with "Commander 27, suspected to he
a top-ranking military offical that me and who later turned politician, as
chairman.

Thase are the mast infamaous massacres that took place before and
during the martial law perind.

3. Human Right Issves and Concerns

The Bangsamars Peaple are the native inhabitants of Mindanao,
Sulu, Tawl-Tawl, Palawan and Basilan, who are not Spanish subjects on
April 11, 1839 and then resdad in said Islands, who have neither been
naturalized under either of Act No. 2027 and Commonwealth ot MNo.
473, nor have ever been elected to public office prior to the adaption of
the 1935 Constitution,

The Bangsamoro Feople have fought against Spaniard, American,
lapanese, then Filipine aggressions of thelr ancestral domain, now
Imvake the human right protection and guaraniees accorded them by
international conventions and customary laws.
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The sulbyection of peoples 1o alien subjugation, domination and
explaitation canstitutes a denial of fundamental human rnights, cantrary
te the Charer of the United Mations. The mrocess of liberation is
irresistible and irreversible and that, in order to avaid crises, an end must
be put to colonialism,.

The recogmition of the inherent dignity and of the equal and
Inafienasle nghts of the Bangsamors People is the foundation of liberty,
Justice and peace in Mindanao and its (slands. It is essential, if the
Bangsamoro Mation and Pecple are not to be compelled 1o pursue
rebellion against tyranny and oppression, that their human rights be
protected by the rule of law. The ideal of free human beings enjoying
freedom from fear and want can only be achieved if conditions are
created whereby evenyone in Mindanaeo and its Islands may enjoy his
her economic, social and cultural rights, as well as his civil and _cc:ulltlcal
rights.

The right to development is an inalienable human right bj virtue of
which every human person and all peoples are entitlied to partmlpate in,
contribute to and enjoy esconomic, social, cultural and palitical
development, in which all human rights and fundameantal freedoms can
be fully realized. The human right to development also implies the full
realization of the right of peoples to self-determunation, including their
inalienable nght to full sovereignty over all of their natural wealth and
resources,

The Government of the Republie of the Philippines has urderaken
to ensure the egual nght of men and wamen to the enjoyment of all civil
and political rights setforth in the intemational covenants, The Governmeant
of the Sepublic of the Philippines s has also undertaken to take the
Mecessary steps, inaccordance with its canstitutional pracesses and with
the provisions of tha international covenant, to adopt such laws or othar
measures as may be necessary o give effect to the nghts recognized by
intermational law and conventions. The Governmeant of the Republic of the
Philippines s under obligation undet the Charter of the United Nations 1o
promote universal respect for, and chservance of, human rights and
freadoms,

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights is the common standard
of achievement r a peoples and all nations, with the Government of the
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Repubilic of the Philippines, keeping such Declaration constantly in mind,
striving byteaching and educatian to promote respect for these rights and
fraedoms and by progressive measures, national and intermational, to
secure their universal and effective recognition and observance, both
armong its peopies and among the peaples of Mindanao and its lslands.

In the light of the international, multilateral obligations of the
Republic of the Philipaines, the More Islamic Liberation Front places on
the table the following Human Rights izsues and concerns:

- The subjection of the Bangsamoro Peape o alien subjugation,
dormmation and exploitation eonstituting a deanial of fundamental hurmean
rights, contrary to the Charter of the Linited Matiors,

- The duty af the Government of the Repubic of the Philippines to
respect and ensure to the Bangsamors Peanls, and the individuals within
thelatter's territory and subject to ks (unsdiction the rights and freedoms
set farth i the United Mations Declaraton of Human Rights and those
recognized shall remain with aut ary distinction made on the basis of the
current palitical, junsdictional or imernational status of the Bangsamaro
People and Mation,

- The popular will of the Bangzamoro People as the solebasis of the
authority of government aver them,

- Promotion the realization of the Right of the Bangsamoro Peopla to
seif-determination and respect of that right, in conformity with the
provisions of the Charter of the United MNations,

- Thefaithful and strict obaservance of the Government ofthe Hepublic
of the Philippines of the provisions of the Charter of the United Mations,
trie Universal Declargtion of Human Rights, e Declaration on e
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, the
Irternational covenants on cwil, political, econarmic, social and cuitural
rights, and similar instruments upon which the Government of the
Republic aof the Fhillppinas s & party.

- Theinherant right of the Bangsamom Paople to self-detarmination,
b virtue of that right they freely determine their political status and frealy
pursue their econormic, social and cultural development.

- Theinalizsnable right of the Bangsamorn Peogle to freely determing
thelr political status.

- The natural right of the Bangsamars Peaple to freely pursue ther
economic. social and cultural development.
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- The inviolable right of the Bangsamoro People to freely dispase of
thelr natiral wealth and resources without prejudice to any obligations
ansing out of imernational sconamic co-operation based upon the
principle of mutual benefit, and international law. In no case may the
Bangsamoro Nation be deprived of its own means of subsistence.

= The human nght to development alsa implying the full realization
of the nght of peoples 1o setf-determination, including their inallenable
HEght to full soveraignty over all of their natural wealth and resources,

- The imperative that the nght of the Bangsamoro People to
permanant soverelgnty over therr natural wealth and resources must be
exercised In the interest of their national develapment and of the wal|-
being of their people,

- The state responsibility of the Government of the Republic of the
Fhilippines in ensuring that any person whose rights or freedoms as
recognized under international conventions and customary laws are
violated shall have an effective remedy, notwithstanding that the
violation has been committed by persons acting In an official capacity.

- The guarantee against torture or to cruel, inhuman or degradmg
treatiment or punishment.

- The guarantes against arbitrary or unlawful interference with his
privacy, family, home or carrespondence, nor to unlawful attacks on his
honor and reputation.

4. Socio-Cultural Discrimination, Corruption of the Mind and Moral Fiber
A. General Features:

a. The difference in the philosophy of life resulted In the difference
of identities of the Bangsamoro from the Filipinas, as foliows:

a. Inteliectual Identity d. Social ldentity
'b.-Spiritudl Identity &, Cultural Identity
¢. Material |dentity f. Maoral Identity

b. The difference in the conceptions, orientations and deeds af the
Bangsamoro from the Filipinos in the allowing social sthos:

a. Lifestyle ' d. Educational System

b. Family relationship/system &, Judicial System and,
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&. Economic System f. Political System

¢, The ditference in the cultural beliefs, customs and traditions of the
Bangsamara from the Fllipines,

d. The difference in the level of morality between the Bangsamoro
and Filipinos

a. Relationship of sexes

b Relationship to Matenaisfenvironment

c. Boclal Gatherngs

d. Recreations, antertainment, enjoyment and amusement,
&, Work ethics

B. Specific Features:

1. The Philippine Government impositon of a philasophy of life
irrelevant, not suitable neither acceptable nor totally opposed 1o the
Bangzamora pecple in the Moroland. -

2. The non-recaghition or the exclusion of the Bangsamaro naturef
identities In the Philippine Government activities projects and prog[ams.

3 The F‘hllli:lplne Govemment lmmﬁmnn of social and cultural
activities, projects and programs irrelevant and incansistent to the
Bargsamora lifestyle. family, economic, educahpnal ;umcratand mhtlcal
systems. :

4. The continuous acculturation programs of the Fhlllppme
Gaovernment for the Bangsamoro assimiation and integration In the
designed culture for the Filipinos as manfesied in the educational
prugrams -

5. The PHilippne Government continuous imposition of programs In
the econamic. educational, judicial and political Syslem derived from the
western secular and liberal onientations 1o the Morcland. :

&, The promation and even institutionalization of a copied 'weEtern
secular and liberal lifestyle in the Bangsamoro homelapd, for instance:
tha open mixture of men and women in love affairs, in workplaces, In
recreations, entertainment, enjoyment and amusement, and the unlawful
mrjuality of sexes. '

7. Legalization and Instituticnalization af the following:

I. Gambling

il Prastitution
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il Produstion and selling of aleohalic beverages and other farms of
intorcants,

&, The unregulated media programs of either print, broadeast and
telecast madia, especially the latter like Television and Movies,

4. Tolerance of the Philippine Government on the proliferation of the
fallowing:

i. Beductve dressing/attire

Il. Drinking of alcoholic beverages {liquer and wines) and other forms
of Intoxicants,

. Pushing and using illegal drugs.

Iv. Clubs, centers, theaters and other forms of gathering places
inclusive of malicious, seductive and immoral acts.

1%, The Philippine Government wolerance of the unethical practice of
profession in either private or public organizations, e.g., bribery in the
office, nepotism, graft and corruption In govermment officer, ete.

5. Economic Inequalities and Widespread Poverty

Fram the view point af an ordinany Maores, the aspect of ecpnomm
Inequity and widespread poverty in their homeland are brought about by
the following factors:

L. ILAGA, AFF, and para-military drove Moras out of the chaices part
of Mindanao as a result of the aggressive wars launched against them,

2. Moras are lack of the means for economic participation such as
land.

3. Moros are excluded In the exploitanon of the omer natural
tesources of Mindanao.

4, Impositicn of monatary interest to bank borreers,

5. Collateral reguirernent for loans, which prevent the great majority
of the Moros who do not own properties fram availing of credits fram
private and public banks,

5. Moro communities were neglected in the allocation of government
senices,

7. Discrimination In the recruitment activities of business firms and
government corporation operating in Mindanao.

8. Graft and corruption practices of some paliticians and gavernment
officials,
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&. Exploitation of Natural Resources

The native inhahitantothenyise known as the Bangsamoro people to
lhe Bangsamoro lands consisted of tribes scattered throughout its
lstangs, These Tribes were generally free and were each governed by a
system of laws, Consisted with the Idea of preserving the Bangsamaro
lard, the natural resources are charactarized towards conservation of the
Eangsamoro lands and other natural rasaurces,

He imporlance of natural resources to the Bangsamors can not over
explained. To the Bangsamoro people, they ook upon on the natural
resoutces as their only legacy and exclusive haritage and all the
Bangsamaorg people are call upen to preserve them for themssives and
thair nostarnty.

As embodied inthe international Covenant far the respect for human
Hghts. especlally of the indigenous peeple and minarities. The Bangsamato
pecple, who foralmost five e2nturles have been subjected to persecutions,
oppressions, and threats of annihilation as a MNation is asserling thetr
rights to determine their natural resources,

The Moro lslamis Libaration Frent (MILFY, which the sole representative
of the Bargsamora people's aspifation to regain there illegally and
immarally usurped palitizal, sconomiz, cvil and cultural rights and thei
homeland which has been farcibly annaxed withaut and against their
consent, The ultimate goal is to attend ther rights to determine their
matural resources, with well-arganized political system stable econarmy,
strong cultural and educatonal institutions, and a distinet religion betore
the arrival of colonial power. This is the collective aspiration of the Maros.

Iy the contestof the peace process, the MILF has submittzd the ning
Lalking paints in orderto salve Bangsamoro problem in a peaceiul manner
given in sincerity and goodwill from both sides, If there are those who
desired peace more, it is the Bangsamoro people wha, as Salah Jubair
aptly putit.”a Nation Under Endless Tyranny” and had suffered for so long
Just because of conflicts not of own making, for another perspective in
lstam, the foundation of faith — ideology. literally mean "FEALE" not the
silence of gun, that the ong dwells In heart and in mind of every human
being, who believers in divine revelation,
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Ihe Bangsamaors pecpla shall allowed to determined the Exploiation T
Cevelopment, Bisposition, or Utilization any of the Natural rescurces of
the Bangsamars land.

That genuine peace may not be attend unless the Government
departs from 15 attitude of indifferent and intolerance toward the
egitimale cause and inviciable right of the Bangsamoro peaple, By just
adopting and implemanting piece meal ang stop-gap approaches,
Intertwined with militanstic stance, The Bangsamara problem will persiar
for anather century and beyond its Asan neighbors denying and
smasecreening these matter nearly divert as from tha real agends of the
Peace Talks, Peace, thorough a just, Meaningful, Acceptabie, and lasting
solutons to the Bangsamorn people problem.

Thewanton explotation and utllization of the nat el tesources of the
Bangsamora land constitute of the violations of the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights in which the Government of the Fepublic of the
Fhilippines is a State party. i

7. Recommendation/Selution

I wiew of the foregoing, it is imperative and incumbent Upan the
Government af Republic of the Philippines to adopt an offizial stand.
reflective of the system of life and governance, suitable and acceptahle
to the Bangsamaora peopla, Such solution shall include the following,

1. Recognition of the Bangsamar as a distinet peEople and ration,

£. Restitution of the ancastral domain to the Bangsamors [pecples,

3. Reparation for damages caused by injuries to life, libarty and
[Aroperty,

4. The Bangsamoro people shall have the exclusive control avar their
naticnal governance, security and national resources,

5, ldentification, Investigation and prosecution aof persans for the
eommission of war cnmes and massive violaliens of human rights against
the Bangsamorn people befors an international tibunal far war crimes.,

8. Pronouncement of a public apolagy by the Govemrment of
Fepublic of the Philippines to the Bangsamors people forthe crimes and
harm caused by their subjugation, oppression, and exploitation. e



