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The prablerm with stories, even those with happy endings, s that
when you keep them going long encugh they will eventually end in death
ar some other tragedy. Inthe leng story of Mindanae, death was anly the
beginning,

Repels, Warlords and Uiama, the institute for Popular Democracy's
readar on Muslim separatism and the war in southern Mindanao edited
oy Kristina Gaerlan and Mara Stankovitch, presents seven writers taking
ar the Issues surraunding the conflict. In 12 chapter;%‘ the book weaves
togather events from the conflict is traced back the Spanish defeat of the
Sultan of Manila in 1511, and projects Into a future with new and
enterprising new players in the fisld of scuthern viclence.

Eric Gutierrez opens with a brief chionology of more recent events,
heginning with the infamous Jabidah massacre of Muslim army recruits
in March 1968 and the establishment of the Moro Mational Liberation
Framt (MMLF} three years later, and ending with the coming into being of
the Autonarmous Region for Muslim Mindanas (ARMM) and the Fall of
Camp Abubakar, The chronclogy points out the highlights of the viclent
saga which now enters a new era under the prasidency of Gloria
Macapagal-Arraya.

Two papers were ariginally written in 1981 by Pakistani scholar, Aijaz
Ahmad. In “Class and Ceolony in Mindanao” he traces the origins of the
war from the failure of Spanish efforts of colonization and the entry o
multinational capital and migrant settlers In Mindanao, The brutal
clashes of the MNLF and the Marces government are recounted in his
chapter on “The War Against the Muslims."
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Ahmad tells of a feudal Muslim Mindanao deeply fragmented despite
a religious commitmeant that thoroughly frustrated Spain's plans for
expansion. Defiance would later seal the redion’s fate as the relatively
rmore acdvanced North would 'colonize” the battle-weary South, paving the
way fora “partnership between North American carporate capital and the
nerthfilipine elite.” (p.7) Today, the multinatichals are ableto do business
in the midst of a full-scale war while thousands of Muslims have become
landless and homeless..

Accarding to Gutierrez’s chaptar “In the Battlefields of the Warlord "
and the article “Sultans of a Violent Land" by the late activist and writer,
Francisco Gonzales, there wasactually a time when the provincas of Sulu
and Lanao were not armsdealers” haven. Of course the Badjaos, Tausugs
and Maranaos clashed with neighbors before taking on the Spanish,
Amarican and government troops and the settling of differences of
apinicn with deadly weapons was a way of life. As belligerent as the
peaple ware, they followed tradition and respected a councll of elders,
There was honor and dignity in their violent ways whether in becoming
Juramentado amok) or declaring rido (fued). '

soon the majestic seats of Islamic powerin Southeast Asia detenorated
into the human wastelands of Joloand Lanao. The wislders of power wera
no onger the sultans and datus but the landowning dynasties of the
Alontos, Lucmans, Dianalans and Andiongs of Lanas del Sur and the
Loongs, Tulawies, Tans and Annis of Suly te name a faw,

"Religion and Politics in Muslim Mindanac” (Gutierrez) displays the
phenamenon af religious organizations leading their flock into and out of
the palitical wilderness. According to Gutierraz, “religious institutions can
b2 seen not only as emerging critics, but alsoas key playars in their own
right in both local and national palitics.” {p.14%) This interplay of palitics
and religion has resulted In two types of Moro leadership. The secular-
modernist MMNLF and |slamic-fundamentalist MILF, both with devout
Muslim leaders, do not always see eye to ayve,

I "Historical and Political Perspactivas for a Tri-People Approach to
the Mindanao Conflict,” Joel Racamora, |FD executive directar, assesses
the problems facing the MNLF leadership, The MNLF, he says, is the key
to the peace process in Mindanao for it had successfully embadied for
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the past 25 years the political aspirations of Muslims In Mindanao, He
explains:

“Politlzal instability has mools in a violent past aned an intractalile
soeial and economic present It & not difficull 1o sympathiee with
Mindanao Musliing, As a gmoup, they are poorer and have loss political
powear v the govermnment Than Chastians, Ther mesentment ot baing
clisariminasted agninst feed on more than four centuried of pccumulatad
slights. ™ [p. 156)

Against 400 years worth of slight, the govemment presentad the
1996 Peace Agresment. If there is to be peace and prasperity in
Mindanao, the MNLF, must lead both Muslim and Christian commun|ties,
There should also be an understanding of “how all Mindanaons feel they
have been discriminated against by the central government in Manita,"

From its humhble beginnings of four provinces, the ARMM has
become the pomplete showease of ways not to run an altonomous
government. In "ARMM After the Peace Agreement” Gutierrez and
Marites Danguilan VItug explain how this happened right under the nose
of the government. Too much money and incompetance and so very little
planning combined for an administrative nightmare to rival the warst of
Metre Mahila even without the garbage problem, Thers 15 also the
problem with the local leadership, the datustup and the patrimonial
aspect of politics.

"The Unfinished Jihad' (Gutierrsz) stays unfisnished as the MILF
continues 1o pursue its solution to the Bangsamoro problem, even asthe
AFP stands ready to thwart this with a creative military solution, "Peace
and Development: The MNLF and SPCPD Experience” by Eliseo F.
Mercada Ir., a Catholic priest who has done extensive studies on Mushims
Inthe Philippines, arguesthat the best possible scenano 12 a reconstituted
Autonomous Region in Southem Philippines [ARSP) which wauld includs
the 14 provinces and 10 cities of the SZOPAD instead of the present four
ineluded in the ARMM.

In "New Faces of Violence in Muslim Mimdanaa” (Gutierrez), thers jg
the Abu Sayyal which may very well be the worst mutation in the 30 year
history of the modern Moro struggle. The group allegedly respansible for



e MOISES 5. GARCIA, IR

the destruction of Ipil, a town in Zamboanga del Sur, remains a reliable
source of real and iImagined civilian terror and government embarrassment,

Rebels, Warlords and Ulama forms the opinion that the complexity
of the issues disallows a simple solution, After three decades, the
secessionist movement is still mired In debate and in-fighting over the
Moro concept. Secession s out of the guestion during negdotiations and
a difficult course of action for the secessionist,

‘And even for the Moro rebels who wish Lo separate from the
Philippines, 1s not an easy option to push either, They will first have to
unite their constituency and lzadership, defend their case and provide
for the mess that & break up will create " (p.341)

The Philippine governmeant and its agents, too, are still searching far
a decisive military victary or even a turning point, In 'The Reimagination
af the Bangsamar: 30 Years Henoe', Gutierrez states that there certain
realities both parties must grapple with but that ultimately a negotiated
secession may be the last test for the emergence of the Moro nation.

He reminds us that Philippine independence was won through a
negoliated process that took almost half a century to complete.
LONcessions were won piece by plece until a Commonwealth governmer
was eslablished in 1935, Absolute independence came 11 years
later.Given the opportunity 1o bring their argumeants to the ahle, the
Moras should let their differences ruin their case for independence.

The book provides a substantial background to the first-time reader,
while the s2fious researcher is directed to a list of more in-depth studies
an Mindanao found after the final chapter. It enlightens as much as |t
disheartens. Most of the articles, written a good two 1o three years before
loday's events, offered a pessimistic view for the future of the region,
particularly the ARMM, and were correct in their negativity especially
when one read's today's papers. The matter of a new president will not
stop hullets until Malacafang steps into the picture with an idea better
than soldiers, rebels and civilians dying on a daily basis.

When he was still the president Estrada clearly did not fancy the role
of arbiter and instead guaranteed a perpetual state of war when he re-
stated hisadministration’s policy on the continuing demand for secessian.
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“Mat an ineh {of termtoryd will be ceded,” he said, and he might have also
hesn serously referdng to his personal properties.

Gutierrer and YVitug, in “ARMM After the Peace Agreement”, leave a
note of optimism, that with exernplary local leadership inyoung politicians
namely Abdullan Dimaparo, Lanao del Morte governor, and Nabil Tan,
ARMM vice governor, perhaps all is not lost in Muslim Mindanao or at
lzast in the ARMBL,

The question is, however, if there is in Malacanang a leadership that
inspires,

& good ending is hard to find. The Mindanao story so far reads like
George A, Romero’s 1968 zombie classic, “Night of the Living Dead”
where the one character who does not get eaten by self-centeredness
and flesh-hungry ghouls, is shot dead by trigger-happy members of the
civilian population wha have come to the rescua,

For now Rebels, Warlords and UIam'a. serves asa dim prologue 1o the
stary rather than an hopeful epilogue. It tells of a sad truth about the war
In Mindanao: that thare is no present or future, only the past happening
over and over again.e



