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he new world order

or new international
order has been a most
debated topic of late. This
is especially true after the
«I]ulfl crisis. George Bush
mentioned the term a
number of times. Indeed,
it has raised important
questions, Whatisthe new
worldorder? What would
it be like? Would it be a
better order for all the
nations or would it be an
order in which a few
major nations led by one
superpower reign su-
preme for their own ben-
efit? How would the
smaller nations enjoy the
benefit of such an order?
These questions have to
he addressed by the vari-
ous parties concerned.
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But the one sure thing ‘s that the new waorld order will be the major
theme of discussion for schalars of and practitioners in the international
arena. It will set the framewaork for policies and activities among those
leaders at the negotiating table. It will become an issue which will capture
the energy of those whao are involved in international relations.

The new world order can be looked at from different perspectives. It
could be viewed from its natural developmental Elarocess as a realist would
usually view the situation. It could be argued from the philosophical
stanidpoint asan idealist would usually like to see the situation analyzed. But
the most rewarding approach is to view it from the backdrop of reality, then
proceed ta chart its desirable trajectory based upon ideal and philosophical
principles. This is the approach of this short-essay.

Major Trends in International Politics

Ohservers of international politics and demestic development of the
countrigs of Asia cannot fail to notice that there are at present two distinctive
trends. Thefirstis political liberalization. Demands for a more open political
systemn have taken place here and there. It is in essence a demand for

emocracy. The second trend js economic development. Invariably, most
countries are engaged in the attempt to transfarm their economy into a
modern industrialized one. The talk of gaining a newly industrialized
country (NICJ status is commonly echoed in seminars, in the media, and in
government policy statements. The focus is on economic development with
a projective growth rate. :

The two trends above are not confined to the “free” countries of Asia
and elsewhere but even the big giants of the socialist states are no exceptions,
The “Four Modemizations’” and the* Open Door" policy in China, glasnost
and perestroika in the Soviet Union, the combination of planning and a
commaodity economy or the market mechanism advocated in Hanoi testify
to the seripusness of the trend. The unification of the two Germanies, the
swift political change in Eastern Europe, the demand for democracy in
Bur;r;a which is under a military dictatorship, etc., are also signs of such a
Tren,

The five derivatives of these two:trends are: the decreasing role of
ideology, the changing relationship between the powerful and the medium-
sized states, the internationalization of the economy, the increasing role of
science and techrology, and the development of trade blocs. A brigf
discussion of the five derivatives is in order:

The role of ideology is now on the decrease. Indeed, political ideology has
been de-emphasized to such an extent that very few political statements have
been issued alﬂn%{ the fixed pattern of argument based upon ideological doctrine
as it was once the case. Most naticeable is Chipa, The once strong Maoist
ideclogical fervar of class struggle is now replaced by a more pragmatic, issue- -
oriented framework of analysis, The focus Is, as one may be tempted to argue,
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how the cat catches mice, regardless of the mice's colar, white or black.

Strong ideological differences prevailing during the Cold War period
are waning, The more prevalent atmosphere is 't be friend to all, malicious
to none, and co-exist with all nations regardless of differences in political
systems or ideologies.” This has significant implications because it means
that real politics based on a practical diplomacy characterized by low cost,
low risk considerations has become the choice of the powers. Direct
confrontation of a “brink of war” type of situation is now a remote
possibility, Irag’s invasion of Kuwait is an example par excellence. There
was more or less a consensus on the policy mw.v.fa'rrft the issue amang the
POwWErS,

The second derivative is the development of mare equal relationship
among nations. This is a result of the change in the power configuration
starting from the shift from a bipolar ta-a multipelar international political
arena, to the waning of the political and economic power of the US and the
soviel Union and the rise of medium-power nations, For example, the LS -
Thailand relation has shifted from a patron-client relationship into one of
more equality, Thailand's vote in the UN Security Council condemning the
LS in the latter's bombing of Libya is a testimony to this. But this new
situation also means that conflicts between the powers and the medium-
5i|zed countries which are becoming more economically powerful may take
FIaCe.

Thethird derivative isthe internationalization of the economy. Inmany
countries which are undergoing a process of industrialization, there is the
tendency to hook upits pr:}gucli an with theworld market. Gone arethe days
of aumrﬁy. A nation can only lead its economy to ruins if it chooses to
become a hermit kingdom such as the case of Burma. On the capital
formation side, one sees the globalization of capital. Many high-tech
products are joint ventures of two or three nations. Multinational Corpora-
tions have inciedsed i number.

Capital will gowhere it begets profit, nationalistic sentiments riotwith-
standing, The common: language of optimization of profit Kas become a
warld business language. Thus, one sees investment made by China insuch
country as Thailand in construction, hatel, and other industries and seevices,
On the ather hand, investors fram the capitalist countries throng the sacialist
states where profit is expected to be high, The internationalization of
production, capital formation, and trade which cuts across ideclogical lines
i5.avery clear phenomenon. International palitics is marked more clearly by
trade competition rather than power politics or ideological canfrontation as
it was once hefore.

The fourth derivative which is closely related to the pracess of
industrial development is the role of science and technology, There is an
increasing awareness afthe role of science and technolo 1y in J.e production

rocess and high yuality production, Science and technology policy has
BEEF‘I viewed as part of national development. Material, glectronic, com-
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puter science, bio-tech, and genetic engineering are given due attention as
an integral part of industrialization and agricultural production. Most
importantly, communication and transportation are now taken as a sine qua
non of the modern society especially where high-tech is the order of the day.
Facsimile has rendered telegram outdated. Cellular telephone where one
can call anywhere across the ocean is a common phenomenaon.

Indeed, it is said that the 21st century will be the age of information.
Information technology will be highli hleJas the most significant develop-
ment of the coming age. Any nation which controls information will cantrol
economic and political power. As technological know-how'is an important
piece of information, the issue of intellectual property rights (IPRs) which is
closely tied in with economic development has thus Eemme a thorny issue
between the US and other countries. The US offense in this context can be
viewed as an economic onslaught on those countries which have become a
challenge to the US in economic and trade matters in the same way that
human rights issues raised by the US can be viewed asa frantal attack against
those socialist countries whose violation of human rights have become their
political weakness, Be thatas it may, the role of science and technology and
the IPR issue will continue to capture the scene for some time,

The development of trade blocs is another sub-trend which merits
serigus altention, The 1992 movement in which Western. Europe will
become a single market will mark a significant component in international
relation, Similar movements are taking place among the US, Canada, and
Mexico. The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) is a well-
known case, The Pacific-Rim Cooperation is another example. The proposal
made by Malaysia for an East Asia Economic Group (EAEG) and Thailand’s
concept of the Stwanaghumor the Golden Peni Hﬁuj—:‘l iriwhich Thailand-will
serve as the hub are to be reckoned with.

The two major trends of political liberalization and industrialization
and the five derivatives, namely, the decline of the rale of ideology, the
change in the power configuration, the internationalization of the economy,
the increasing role of science and technology and its related IPR problems,
and the development of trade blocs are the backdrop against which one has
tor view the development of werld politics and the new world order,

The Mew World Order

When one talks about the new world order, one has in mind an order
of the world's political and economic structure as it would evolve. It ismore
or less dictated by the evalving new reality. It is an order which would come
aboutthrough its natural course given the various companents developed in
the international arena, One may also talk about a new world order which
isdesirable, anideal order in which nations, both weak and strong, poor and
rich, will benefit. It corresponds to an ideal, a desirable order Whicl[l nations
canshape, most especially the major powers whose economic and political
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clout can make a difference. Indeed, the concept of a new world-order has
been given greater attention after the Gulf crisis in which the US as the
leading power among the allies has become the protagonist of such a
concept. It is even viewed as an order in which the US would serve as the
banner carrier,

_ As for the new world order, or what will likely evolvein the near future,
it is best summarized by Matin Zuberi as follows:

The warld after the cold war will be multipolar but without any
resemblance to the past. The pales will have varous cumencies of
e fin miltary ferms: the Soviet Lnicn will remain dmajor powes;
in-econamic and fnaneial terns Japan and Cermany are already
reckoned as global glants; and the United States will continue o
rernaiiihe only military andeconamic superpower, Demographically
al feast, China amd India will leom Fnge on the Tvorizan As the ulility
of military prowess has been reduced, economic power will play a
greater role i the new workl Security inthis worldwill depend onthe
relaticnship Bebweeen e pales!

The glibal economy hasalsochanged stanificanthy, Theold systerm
af tracle libseralizatlon and stabbe ©umendcies no langer exists, Thereis
a-growing treid towards: protectionism, upheavalssin moncary and
financial markets and regionalized world economy which is coalesc-
ing along thiee poles; the Eurapean Common Marker lowards which
Eastern and Cenlral European cosmies are being drawn, the United
States, Canada and Latin America, andaivamorphous grouping in the
Asia-Pacific region cepteéred bpan fapan. The boundaties of these
groupinEs are porous and memberships overlapping. Ciher countnes
will have to reposition themselves in these groupings. 1L js difiicull o
envisape e place ol China o ndiadn Lhis arfamgement. The escalating
eosl af technological develdpment, the impenance of econamiss of
scale and the spread of protectionisny have made participaticn in the
Whree proupings 3 necessity - lor multinational corporations and has
restltedininterearporate alliances: Another faciaristhe rgmentation
of the: produciion process ek the location throwghout the world of
warious stages of component [raduction and final assembling of
cormponents. Borders have, herefors, become porousandinformation
travels at lightning speed without customsand duties,!

Indeed, the long passage above describesthe kind of world orderwhich
will likely emerge inthe foreseeable future. Bul then one would be led ta the
basic question of whether nations behave in accordance with the system
which governs them or differenices can be made by concerted effort which
can exert some degree of control on the system. In other words, isthere a role
for nationsto play in shaping anew world order or dothey just have ta follow
its natural course of development? It is comimonly accepted that men create
a system, As such, despite the systemic influence, it can always be changed
by new policies or measures,

1 Marin Zobery, “The New Woarld Ovded and the Indian Ocedn asa Tone of Peace," The fnaean Oeeir Neis
anial Visws, Vol 1 Mo, 20iMay 199 1), p, 15,
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Major powers with economic and political clout can have a bearing
upon the development and direction of the world order. This point was
buttressed by Japanese Prime Minister Toshiki Kaifu in Beijing recently.
Kaifu, in effect, said that the world community has begun a collective effort
to build a “new international order”” after the historic changesinthe lasttwo
years, “The Japanese people are determined to participate actively in this
collective undertaking because of the global responsibility concomitant
with their country’s economic strength and a constitutionally enshrined
desire for peace and equality.”

The Japanese prime minister described the ideal new world order in
these words:

The newwt Tnternational order we seck is-the one where peace and
securiby ape ensured, whers jreedom and democracy are respecied,
and where world prosperily s guaranteed through open market
ecotomiss. Inaddition, IU]san ordér which preserves an environment
in which all pecpke can: lead rewarding Tives and where stable
Intertialional relaticig are created on the basis of dialogue and

cooperation. ©

What the Japanese premier tried to get across was the message that
Japan would play its role in shaping a desirable international order, At the
same time, the Japanese premier outlined what a desirable world order
should look like. First and foremost is peace and security with an open
political system and a market economy which hopefully would generate
economic vibrance. :

But the big guestion is how to bring about such an order. As already
mentioned, an urger of any sort will be worked out by two factors. One is
the effort asserted by human beings. After all, a system which invalves
human activities will nat he devaid of the human element. But at the same
time, there is the natural course which may govern how the system will
develop and that in turn may affect human behavior, In the international
order, the two factors arg intertwined. Powerful nations ora concerted effort
of small nations may change the scenario. At the same time, the order may,
if it isallowed to develop unchecked, hamper any change which will bring
about a fair share of benefit among nations, be it in the economic, political,
or technological realm.

If one takes the major and sub-trends in the international arena as the
backdrop, the realist's appraisal ofthe natural development of the new world
order, as persuasively argued by Matin Zuberi, and the role that can be
played by members in the family of nations, especially the world powers,
ong may conclude that the dewromnent of a new world order is governed
by both jdeal and reality. Thus, if there is any attempt to create a desirable
new waorld ‘order, it has to combine idealistic and: realistic elements.
Admittedly, this is easier said than tone.

L. Banghok Pare, Aupuse 12, 1991, pi6,
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A desirable new world order will have to be guided by a philosophy
based upon a most important tenet - commaon interests with a fair share for
all the members. This will invelve a number of variables.

First, if the new world order is to serve the ideal obiective for
humankind, it hasto be an order, as expounded by Kaifu, in which peace and
political stability are ensured. The UN should serve as the organization
which can realize this ideal. This should be started with an effort ta lessen
political tension and conflict through negotiations. Peaceful co-existence
and a de-emphasis of ideological and political-economic-social differences
should be the prevailing attitudes amang leaders of the various nations.
Confidence-building and goodwill should be the standards for international
relations. I short, what the new world order should witness is-a world
marked by peace and stability, mutual trust, and goodwill.

second, the new world order should be an arder in which trade and
economic cooperation among nations will proceed along a faie pattern.
Protectionist policy will be reduced to a minimum. Trade problems such as
trade deficit will betackled in earnest by all the nations concerned. Scientific
and technological cooperation will be promoated. All these are to create an
amicable atmosphere for a free trade system which should boost economic
growth with the various nations sharing equitable revenue and the benefit
therefraom. International economic coopéeration commissions, trade and
tariff agreements, IPRs, international financial policy, economic develop-
et E;}.-_151"|:?r1<::i s and institutions should become active in bringing about such
an order.

Third, there should be a joint effort among nations to come up with
policieswhich will help preserve a sound environment. Ecological problems
will have to be addressed in earnest through close cooperation, Such issues
as wildlife preservation, the green-house effect, and pollution generated by
industrial waste should be given top priority .

Fourth, cultural exchange and enrichment through aceulturation should
be encouraged. An attitude of culural relativism should be inculcated
among the young, International visitors' programs should be encouraged to
toster a better understanding amoeng the peoples of the various countries,
Youth exchange orograms should ﬁe expanded. This is to lay down the
foundation for cooperation and peace among the younger generations.

Fifth, as the US has emerged as the leading nation among the allies in
the Gulf crisis, the tatk about a new world order has thus centered araund
it. Indeed, the apprehension has been that the new world order would be an
arder under the US. Some even have the inerdinate fear that the enforced
peace pattern could be the harbinger of a pax-Americana. Thus, the new
waorld order should be an arder which is upheld by the collective effort of
many nations. No single pation should play a dominant role, It should
r,Drre::ﬁ:;md to a multipolar system of interpational politics but at the same
time should not be deveid of concerted effort for peace and stability.
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Conclusion

 The new world order or new international order should be one marked
by J.sua{:e._ stability, equity, understanding, and cooperation. it should be an
order inwhich humankind can live up 1o its noble attributes. It should be an
order of long lasti n}g !:oeace which will allow for the pursuit of prosperity and
happiness among fellow human beings,

Butl such an order can only come about by eamest efforts made by
membersof the family of nations, It hasto be based also on a sound principle
which will give rise to common interests for all the members, Moreover, it
has to have an atmosphere of mutual trust, amity, and goodwill, Mos
impartantly, the building of such an ideal new worrd order has to be done
by zealous supporters and the undertaking must start now.
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