The Region in the 21st Century

Twenty-Five Theses on Development Theory and Pructice

JOHAN GALTUNG

In the present world canitalist systsm, thewend "developrent® has become misrs
ambrguaus than ever, The aricle glzousses the concepl of develiopment in the
contexl of the pravailing wortd arder. in delining developrient, the cuitural divarsity
ol nations should be taken inlo considerstion, as development for ana may niat be
&z Tor the other, This diversity in developmeant cultures rakes L imperative for more
deval oned countries (MOCs) not toimposa thairown models of developmeant or lass
devaloped countres |LOCs). Conversely, LOCs should deslgn thelr own devaloprment
stratemes and work far their realizabon on thelr own,

As theireposition of developrment readsis s discouraged, sois adherence to one
EConomic syatem, Ta schisve development, an cclectie use of several ecanormic
SyEleMSs is necessary, Several econamie systerns can be formidlated if market and
[lan are seen not as opposites, but typologies that can ke combined to forrm athear
SCONCITEC ystams. Mareoyvsr, another necessany condition far develaprment is the
decantralized distibution of production tarses 1o all, making everyhody & potential
part in production, The basis paint abaut decentralization fram the econarmia painl
ofview iz themobilization of resaurces, not only human, tutalze naturs, soc g, time
and cullre, thus maximizing the number of sites of creation and production.,

Fimally, &5 a supelerment tothe thasis on salf-devalopment, LDCS should be able
o recprocate e assistance they reeeive Tram MOGS, practically o te fomn of non -
materal hep such as deveoorment advice, Only by reciorecity In this sense can
davelopment assistance e atrus dialogue, 2t should be, batwesn (he wo pardiss
and not as a rmeans, 350t e now, for repeoducing Westerr cultirne,

Intraduction

In the present world capitalist system, the word ‘development' has
become more ambiguous than ever. To discuss the conceplof development
in the context of the prevailing world order, | have formulated the 25
theses an development theory and practice. With the short discussion
allotad to each thesis, you will not expect depth at any paint, but maybe,
A useful overview, that is also a check against your own theses on
development.

The 25 theses are divided into three parts, The first 10 aie somewhal
critical and are mainly reflections on the past. The next 10 are very

Thig paper was prasentsd at the 25tk Annlarsan of the Institute for Developrmaent Studies
and Developrsnt Poicy at e Buhr-Univsrsital Sochum: Criginally written in Garmarn, this
i the papers first publication in English,
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constructive and positive and are inlended
to summarize my own views on what
developmenl could be and should be,
developrments, not insingular. This accumiulated over 30 years, from my Tirst
experience with the ill-faled, |ndo-
Morwegian fisheties project in Kerala in
several  cultures,  several 1961, And the last five theses are about
developments, [Tlhuz, if the technical or development assistance

the first three, rather critical, the last
wo, intended to be positive and
imposed upon another culture, L constructive,  In short, | have tried to
build the ambiguity of the entire

development problematicque in my
ag a straitjpoket, even if it is presentation. )

B The noun "development” can

only be understood in plural as

follows from the first definition:

development of one culture is

will sooner or later be experienced

liberating, providing some depres
Thesis Moo 10 First definition of
development: Development is the
directions, unfolding of a culture, realizing the code
oF cosmology of that culture.  As there
are many cultures, including civilizations or macro-cultures, spanning
vast regions in space and time, there are many developments.

of fresdom In some new

Thesis No. 2: Sacond definition of development: Development is the
progressive salisfaction of the needs of human and non-human nature
slarting with those most in need. Nature also has needs, The needs
concepl extends to all forms of sentient life, desper than just ecological
balance. The concept of sustainahility or reproduction is contained in this
definition, for human and non-human nature allke,

Thesis MNo. 3: Third definition of development: Devolopment s
cconomic growth al nobody’s expense. This definition brings us closer o
development as commonly concelved of, butwith the important condition
of the but-clause. The costs would appear in nature space as depletion
and pollution, in human space as insults to human needs, in social
space as deficits in diversity and symbiosis in individual interaction
systems, in world space as deficits in diversity and symbiosis in collective
interaction systems, in time or future as failing sustainability
{reproduction), and in culture space as inadequatio relative 1o all these
problems,
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Obwviously, these three definitions of development are contradictary;
what is development according to one may not be 50 o the other(s). A
culture may have neither needs nor growth on its hidden agenda, or one
but not the other. Question: Which cultures are true development
cullures?

Thesis No. 4: First grammatical thesis: The noun "development” can
only be undersiood In plural as developments, not fn singwlar. This lollows
from the first definition: several cultures, several developments, The
thesis is fundamental and provides a background for a number of
negalve phenomena in our world. Thus, If the development of one
ellture s Imposed upon another culture, it will sooner or later be
experienced as a straitjacket, even if it Is liberating, providing some
degree of freadom in some new directions. For alites, who already have
imarnalized that there will be no problem with foreign even alisn culture,
axcepl with their “backward masses”. But the people will react, partly by
passive subconstious sabotage or at least, inefficiency within a socio-
cultural matnix not experienced as theirs, partly as active resistance,
including violence, in other words, what the daminant culture calls
"terrorism”, Another term much favored by the dominant culture today
is “fundamentalism”, referring 1o people who believe enough in their own
culture To stand up for it, net gvng in to a dominant culture coming in
from the outside. Of course, that belief may alsa inspire passive and
active resistance.

Thesis No. B: Second grammatical thesis: The verb “develop” can
only be understood as an intransitive or reflexive verb, not as a transitive
verb. Development is essentially Self-development. Sell cannot be the
cause of development as an effect in Other without harming the
autonomy of Other, itself a part of “development” according to all
definitions. | develop, | develop myself,

Try 1o ralse your own children by never gving them theexperience
of self-causation. Perhaps, the formula works for the first 10 years or so.
But after that, the parents will have on their hands a richly deserved
puberty revolt. What then happens can also be formulated grammatically:
to becoma oneSelf, one's fown) Self, is to be the S in a standard Indo-
European SPO-sentence, subject-predicate-object, not the perennial O,
Try toraise a ehild with almost no challenges. The child masters nathing
on hisfher ewn, only doing some housewark according to preset rules, like
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2mplying garbage cans, making bads, some cleaning. Do this for 70
years, adding a little pocket money as the former child goes through what
could have been a life cyele. The result would be tragic. Do this with
countries, and you have exaclly what development assistance is about,
an effort o develop somebody else. Development assistance becomes
a covenant whereby the receiver gels some pocket money Tor basic
services and the sender gets the inner growth deriving from all the
challenges. Development means taking on the challenges: you yourself,

Thesis No. G: Westem civilization understands itself as the universal
civilization and universalizes its history as Development=
Modernization = Growth=Economic growth =GNP growth.

Doing so, trivialization is brought to a convenient and highly aperational
reductio ad absurdum point where a lol of projects can be underlaken in
the name of development. All three can be undertaken in the name of
development. All three definitions, and the semantic theses presented
above can be disregarded, with Weslern civilization as dominant, and
even within that culture building an a very limited spectrum.

Thesis No. 7: For economic growth, there are three main conditions:
hardwork, saving/investment and inconsiderateness. The road to econamic
growth, in my experience, passes through three simple formulas: WP
thighesl possible quality at lowest possible price’, G/N (hishest amount
of culture on the lowest amount of nature; in other words processing)
and F/H (balance between finance economy and real economy). For all
three, hard work is necessary, especially, of course, in a competitive
economy. But savingfinvestment, meaning not using all net income for
consumption, is also necessary. In other words, there has to be some
contradiction present in the culture: work hard, enjoy later. From this
follows the pattern of vacations and retirement, presumably hard work)
no joy most of the year/life, and no work/much joy for some of the year/
life. Inall of this, the focus has to be self-centered, Paying much attention
to negative consequences of this growth-oriented activily for others (and
self) would deflect energy away from the major pursuil. After all, the iy
themes is simple: fgreed.

Ihesis No. 8: The major carriers of inconsiderateness are Protestants,
men and economists, particularly combined. To explore this fully would
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bring us deep into theology, biology/cullure/structure, and econamics as
g science. Only same points will be louched upon here.

First, Protestants. Much has been said about their reasons far
working hard and for saving, or postponement of gratification in general,
in the Weberian (himself a Protestant) tradition, Why should they also be
lzss considerala? Two factors seem particularly important,

One of the basic features of the Lutheran theoscape was the
construction of Paradise as a scarce good. Access should not be seen as
suaranieed by any formula controlled by human baings themselves. To
the contrary, with God being His own cause, humans have little or ho
leverage. This means uncertainly, but also standing in line in front of
Paradise. Given the super-individualization of the Protestantsoul, standing,
i ine wauld mean compelition, to get into Paradise,

And then comes the second feature: Protestantism as de-Maria-ized
Christiznity) a truncation of the usual Christian quadrangle with God-the-
Father, Mary-the-Mother, the Holy Spirit and Christ-the-Son, with Maria
excised. With Maria goes the compassion and mercy, more profound
than the divine grace hestowed upon humans by God, generally virtues
held 1o be feminine. Leflis a nangle with two males and one of rather
dubious gender,

Secand, men. With 85 percent to 88 percent of the direcl violence
in the world committed by males, for whatever reason, there is already
a solid basis Tor inconsiderateness. But possibly, even more important
dre the violenLways inwhich males ey to come o grips with heirviolence:
by Lrving to substitute for directviclence, structural and cultural violence,
Men build themselves into hierarchies to control the exercise of direct
vinlence, in the sense of limiting it to violence from high te low and from
insice to outside; nat against the high. The army is the archetype. And
then, they make deductive systemslike the Christian and |slamic systems
of justwar and peace, ralher than sportaneous acts oThuman compassion.

Anexample. In 1874, |was an observer in the Norwegian delegation
te the United Mabions Conference on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) in
Caracas, Venezuela. There were about 150 states and about 150 issups,
meaning, thal the total agenda had a very high level of complexity,
Merely to come ta grips intellectually with the issues, leaving alone finding
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solutions, wenl far above the capacity of mast participants or even
delegations. So there were many sessions devoted essentially 1o the
reduction of complexily.

One day, | was invited to a session of secretaries. They had been
typing the whole thing: almost all made by men, and typed by women.
One basic problem was the minerals on and below the ocean floor. The
mien discussed how o exploit them, these secrelaries wanted to discuss
wha should benefit from them. And their answers went in the direction
of the women and the children suffering in the Third World, in Latin
America, in Aftica, in South Asia. Compassion for the needy.

Butthe men, meaningalmast all the delegates, had other perspectives.
Their first problem was how one could fil these possible ocean floor
resources, such as the famous nodules, seamlessly into the edifice of
international law. For that, much research would be needed. in aother
words, new institutes, possibly, new degrees, at least, maore people
lrained in adequate intellectual constructions. In addition, there was the
problem of how national interests, those of their own nations, not other
nations, and not human beings in any direct sense, could be served. In
ather words, verbal and social hierarchies of law and inlerest, as
mentioned above, not compassion.

Third, economists. | see economics, ke any sclence, as an effort
lo make certain aspects of reality visible and amenable to processing by
the human mind in general, and the faculties for abstraction and
generalization in particular, but al te cosl of making some alher aspects
af reality invisible., Peculiar to econamics is that the aspects made
invisible are within the very field of economics themselves, the direct, but
non-monetized, not accounted for positive and negative cansequencos
of economic activity. In other words, the externalities, so named because
they are not brought into the facus of intellectual seruting, but kept in the
shadows or beyond, in the sub- or unconscious of the econamic mind.

These are the holes in the economic mind, and | identify seven using
the logic of spaces indicated in Thesis No. 3

1 Mature space, not seen in itz own right, but anly as 2 resource and
possible dumping place tor pollutants;
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2 Human space, seen mainly as production factors at various levels
and as ¢o MELUMIETE;

2 Bogial space, seen mainly as a locus for production-distribution-
consumption gycles and as a market place;

4 World space, seen as an international social space;

5 Time, anly visible for the shorer run;

6 Culture, made to senie economics as construcled by economists

rather than vice versa, @8, by relativizing all valugs and making
them comparable through menatization so as to permil interper-
sonal and inter-value, cost-bansfit analyses;

T Philesophy, the mizsing capacily lo develop awareness of the
lpopholes i one’s ownmeasoning, g, the other six holes,

Thesis Mo, & There are two major ecopomic growth regions in the
world, the Judeo-Christian (JC) Northwest and the Buddhist-Confucian
(B Southeast. i the conditions are hard work, savingfinvestment and
inconsiderateness, there can be no doubt that the world Morthwesl
gualifies, with the Protestant part at its center, somewhat softer in the
Judaic and Muslim parts with their focus an social justice, and in the
Catholic and Orthodox Christianily, with the female goddess intact.

But the world Southeast, meaning, Japan-China-Korea-Vietnarm,
also qualifies. Hard work and a certain frugality are deeply embedded in
the Confucian ethic, considerateness and solidarity in the Buddhist ethic,
particularly, the mahayana Buddhist ethnic with its strong emphasis on
the greatar context, However, this greater context is not universal. Only
the Occidental projecls, parlicularly Christianity and |slam, claim to be
uriversally valicl, Cne consequenceof thisis culluralimperalism, another
is crploitation all over, of nature, humans, classes and other social
proups, other countries, their future and their own cultural rescurces.
The warld Southeast might focus the exploitation on the restof the world,
the world outside their own, treating their own part better. The net resull
may be about the same: economic growlh, and not developrnent in the
sense of Theses Mo, 3, at nobody's expense, but with mare equality in
the BC-region.

The major country in the JC region is Germany with the Eurapean
Cormnmunily/Union, and Eastern Europe/ex-Soviet Union as Hinlerland;
and in the BC region, lapan, with East/Southeast Asia as Hinterland.
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Luestion: Germany-Japan, an axis for REACE OF War? And how will they
behave towards the United Statps?

Thesis No, 10: The rest of the world is, for thetime being, condemned
to periphery status in the world capitalist system. It is not IMmpessible Lo
gl out of this, the major of all structural impediments. But i certainly
takes hard work, much Saving and Investment and possibly also. same
“countervailing Inconsideratenass”, even when tone completely non-
violently. Gandhi organized boyoott of Brilish goods, particularly 1extiles,
In arder 10 pave the wiy for economin self-raliance, and even collecled
maney nol 1o hurl British merchants. But there was no 2scape from Lhe
fact that they were burt just in having their sxpansionism checked,

In today's world, the two Cold War superpowers are rermiarka bly
similar. Inconsiderateness isno problem; they have excellent credentials
in that field. But hard work and saving are problematic for both, under the
Rresent circumstances. (L is hard to tel the Tuture, however, both
Americans and Russians have hidden srengths that may come oultwhen
they are tested undar conditions of rea) hardshin.

While this prafile alag applies to olher areas of the world system
periphery, there are also fegions with the opposite profile: hard work,
saving as a hedge against hardar times and consideration (o Mature, Self
and Other. Maost indigenous peoples are fike that, thal is the reason why
they have survived for so long. Slowly, they are eliminated.

Exacetbating the situation: the general homogenization of world
elites around the theme of 2Lanomic growth, at which Lhey are more or
less successiul, but never managed o come o terms with their own
inconsiderateness and collisian colurses,

Thesis Mo 11: With market (capital) and plan (state) as basic
dimensions, we got five, notanly o BCORGIMIC systems: market, not plan
{Blue, capltalist); flan, not market {Red, socialist): haif-hair {(Fhk, social
demacrat); both-and { Yellow-Golden, Japan esa) and nefther-nar | Graan,
fraditional, fncal).

Only when market and plan are seen as opposites and the lypology
becomes one-dimerisional does it make sense to talk aboul only two
syslems {or three if the pink social democral compromise is (ocatad in




DEVELOPMENT THERY AND PRACTICE 13

the middle}. Ifone is excluded, then there is very little left, making some
pecple believe that the residual, the Blue system , is the “natural” system,
But, as shown above, the condition far arriving at that conclusion is one-
dimensional thinking. Of course, much more complax typalogies than the
one gren in advantage of accommodating relatively well the syslems
existing in the presentworld, The Blue system, the market system, comes
In wo versions, Center (high on degree of processing of raw materials,
but nol always on quality and slability; high on communication-
ransportation cenlrality; not too high on equalily; and not so high on
misery at the bollom of saciety), anda periphery version with the opposite
profile,

Thesis No. 12: Rather than an idenlogical dedication to one systent,
anly an eclectic use of alf five in time, space and functional space cotld
refease positive developiment synergies. The basic point is the transition
from a monotheistic faith in one economic god 1o a more polytheistic
betling on several. The systems may be activated one after the other, in
different places or for different funclions; or any combination of the three.

Ihesis No. 13: Anecessary condition for development is decentralized
dhistribution of production factors to all, making evervbody a potential
participant in production. The basie point is decentralization, meanngEil
within all systems, also the Red system. The basie point about
decentralization from an economic point of

view is the mobilization of resources, not B A necessary condition for
only human, but alse, the ather four by development is decentralized

maximizing the number of siles of creation
and praduction. Everybody should produce

distribution of production

semelhing! More concretely, this used to factors toall, making everybody

mean access o land and water, and o
cammunal forests and lakes, seas, ooeans
{the “commens™). Today, equal or more

a potential participant in

production. [Tlhe basic point

emphasis would be onimproving the quality about decentralization from an

of labor through hearth and education
(particularly by labor doing this themselves);

BCONOMIC point of viaw s the

gasy access o credit: oreation of mobilization of [all] resources
technologles appropriate to the peaple by maximizing the number of

using them and to the consumers: and
management structures compatible with
local culture and social structure. production,

sites  of  areation



internalize externalities in the

Concretely, this means keeping

and building as many local cycles
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To remain developed, Thesis No. 14: First production priority
is for the basic needs for those most In
need; best done in a green economy.

nature, person, social, world, What is the purpose of the whole economic
culturs spaces, making all exercise, as argued above, if not to satisfy
: basic needs? But the point about local

spaces raprodugible b i
production isimportant, Evenif centralized
{sustainable) over time. production can solve the task better with

higher quantity at lower prices {higher
fqualily might be mare difficult), local
production in very many places, where

as possible so that the link lhers is less supply and distribution, s

hatweearn cause and

more yuinerable and also maore sensilive
o local traditions.

conseguence can be clearly

sean  and acted upon when The maore such externalilias become

something goes wiong

impartant, the more basic the needs; for
non-basic needs, fisks can be incurred
with less penalty. In practice, this means decentralized praduction of
food, elothing, housing, and health,

Thesis Ne. 15: Second production priority s for simple production
and consumption tools related to basic heeds (pinkl. These would be the
pols and pans Tor food consumption, and the basic tools for the
production of food (picks and shovels, walking tractors, stoves): Tor
clothing, spinning and weaving tools; and, for housing, manufacture of
bricks and other building malterials. Basic madicines certainly also enter
the picture. This may go beyond what the local level can manage in many
cases, and yal, is so close to basic nesds that exposure tothe cycles and
pressures operating in international trade would be counter-productive.

Thesis No. 16: Third production priority is for export; at ever-higher
CiN [processing) levels (golden economics). The basic rule is, of course,
never o export raw matenals, but always to imprint on nature (n) some
farm, in other words, culture (), always aiming at higher GMN ratios.,
Export integrated circuits and silicon chips, not to mention computers,
ele., neverraw metals, not to mention ores, But this requires cooperation
between researchers and technicians for high G/N and workers Tor good
quality of the produr‘tf: at reasonable prices (high Q/P). Managemeant-
worker relations have to be good within the companies, and state- -capital
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cooperation would bring in all the resources of the society for the export
drive, not for all possible products, but for niches of pride and prewien
qualily. This reasoning also holds for non-material processing, where the
end product would be highly-educated professionals {processing of raw
brains) and highly sophisticated culture (literature, art, science, ete.)
Trade in C, not in N; N is limited, C is not. Keep high-saving ratios and
Invest in better produclion factors.

Thesis No. 17: To get rich, increase Q/P iguality over price) levels
raintaining or increasing CIN, watching the finance-real economies
balance, FR (blue, red, pink, golden).

This is a never-ending endeavor, a slip al one paint only far a short
time can have detrimental consequences. Essentially, this is a question
of how workers are treated since they are closest to the actual Jeb of
finishing the products. Treat workers like junk and they will do junk work,
turning oul junk products. Do that and the punishment will come and
fairly quickly, as the LS. econamy is now axpariencing {although this is
only one of many factors behind the decline into a state of depression of
that parlicular economic systerr).

Thesis No. 18: Te remain rich, improve production factor quality:
hature, labor, capital, technology, management fdolden). Help nalure
with eco-balance; v, ork for ever higher levels of health and education o
achieve higher C/N and Q/P, naver forgetling that the level of education
and health of the bottom 50 parcent is as important as the level of the
lop 5 percent; watch Lthe finance economy/real economy synchrony,
invest in lechnical creativity and capability of everybody and strive Tor
management structures where everybody is at home, perhaps, by
accommodating people in smaller groups, horizontal bata-structures,
inside larger, more hierarchical alpha-structures. All of this is actually very
Japanese, some of it from Kaname Akamatsu, perhaps the best
development economist of the century (and for thal reason unknown in
the West). But why not learn from Japan? Why could riot others do some
of the same, reducing the disproportionate weight carried in the world
ecanamy today by that one country?

Thesis No. 19: To remain developed, internalize extemalities in the
nature, person, social, world, cullure spaces, making allspaces reproducibie
(sustainable) over time. Coneretely, this means keeping and building as
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many local cyeles as possible so thal the link between cause and
consequence can be clearly seen and acled upan when something goes
wrong. Also, give some challenge lo everybody. This has been the
strength of Western entreprenaurialism as long as il was sufficierntly
decentralized.

In the First World, the world Northwest, the lendency was for the
individual Lo keep the challenge as private property the individual could
carry as enrichmenl, experience inlo a new job.

In the former Second World of socialist countries, challenges were
vested in maybe as few as 400 planners for 400 million in Eastern Furo ez
and the Soviet Union, who were then obviously overchallenged people
in an ocean of the underchallenged.

In the Faurth World of development, lapan and similar countries, the
challenge remains in the company because the challenged person
remains inthe company. Mareover, because of the countless discussions,
the challenge is better distributed,

And in the Third World of {non-) development, the challenge is given
o the expert from the First or Faurth Worlds who return fully enriched,
leaving some recipes behind.

Then: Watch social and world structures for new conflicts!

Thesis No. 20: And when/ifit falls, nevergive up but starl again whers
it went wrong, even from the beginning. And if it succeeds, also, start
again, e.g., with non-material products. Or simply say, this is it, let us
enjoy, walching that the economy does not degenerate but remains
dynamic and sustainable,

Thesis No. 21: Developmen! assistance js the legitimate child of a
Westem Imperialist father and a Christian missionary mather, and the
child carries the code of both. Basically, development assistance isa WY
of ensuring the reproduction all over the world of Western culture with
accompanying structure; by planting the socio-cultural sceds of that
particular culture all over, making use of poverty, even misery Tor
legitimation. This does nol lead to reduction of misery, but rather, to ils
reproduction, giving more oceasion to continue the development assistance
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exarcise. The "father” seires the opporlunity and the "mather” feals
reasonably good dispensing so much charity in all direclions. The
recipiants are blamead Tor poor resulls,

Thesis Ma, 22 Development assistance is very competitive among
donornalionsand is done underany slogan (pre-investment infrastructure,
comimunity  development, participation, import substitution, export
substitution, basic needs, for women, for the envitonment, sustainable
development); prasence in the Jevelopment! assistance marke! js what
matters. 5o there they are, the development agencies, ane on each hill-
top, one on each valley, somelimes, cooperaling and “eoordinating”,
sometimes competing, overbidding each other, making deats with local
elites to make the projects "succead”| the local elites, very aware of their
power in this regard and of the importance far the agencies of having
something lo show. Then, one of them senses, often through UN bodies,
a new slogan thal may apen for new projects,. But competing agencies
will sense the danger and immediately, adopt the same slogan, even
“decade”, to be run by the same people, who, the yearbefore, had the
opposite slogan.

ThesisMa, 23: The road to development
assistance will have Lo pass through the
retmoval of the majorstructural impediment, a Wy
center-penphery structures; and through
challenging demands. This  follows from
whial has been said above. [Flhe road tooa

of  ensuring

Wiaslern

B [Development assistance s

reproduction sl over the world of

Gullure wilh

minimum of material wealth passes through
G/, then, the LECs will have Lo do exactly
that, processing, and nol remain content
wilth lhe rolas of producing semi- or
unprocessed products, at high levels of O
P. assigned 1o them by the devasiating
daoctrine of "comparative advantages™, The
MOCs will probably not remove that
impediment, knowing that it holds the key
to so much of their dominant rale in the
world economy. The LDCs will have o do
this themsalves, and the best approach is
probakbly indicated by the South Commission
(chalred by Julius Nyerere) — by means of

aceompanying sbroclure, by
planting the soom-cultural seeds
ol that particular culturs all over,
making use of poverly, even
misery for legitimation, Thisdoes
nob lead b reduction of miseny,
but rather, to its meproduction,
giving rmope oceasion to continue
the development assistance

axarnise.
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South-South cooperation, Bul if the MDCs, nevertheless, would like to
be really helpful, then, they should follow up by placing orders with the
LDCs, singly or combined, for sophisticated products, with much built-in
challenge (as argued above).

Thesis No. 24: A necessary condition for development assistance Js
reciprocily: [ help you, you help me; for instance by asking (DCs 1o
become donors of development advice to MDCs. The usual gquestion in
this connection is how LOCs can helpal all, being, by definition, se paar.
he answer, often reflected i the MDOCs, is non-matenial help. And the
besthelpeould be what the MDOs dispense with so willingly, solicited and
unsolicited experl advice, The LDCs have beeame objecls to be studied
and helped. The moment this is also done the other way, a dialogue
between two subjecls can ernerge, ol overthe relation to children, the
aged and the sick, and alienated in moderm soniety,

Thesis No. 25 The best providers of development assistance are
probably voluntary people’s organizations engaging in people-peopls,
rather than expert-expert dialogues, providing assisfance closer to'basic
heeds and being maore ready to accept reciprocity. Particularly helpful are
probably women's voluntary ordanizations, A reflection based on
observations by many, including this author. One reason is iy simple:
People's organizations {by Bovernments, dubbed “non-governmental” as
if peaple existonly as negations of governments: like calling governments
"non-people™) may promate own Interest in a development assistance
setting. But these interests are likely to be relatively innncuous, even
positive for the receiver. When gavernments “give” aid, national interest,
a8 seen by the dovernments, will generally be involved, and they can be
heavy: trade promation for national products, political recipracity in the
form of support, even votes in intergovernmental organizations, military
rightsto bases, joint defense arman fements, elo. Allaf this will color, even
transform basically the development aspect in the sense of the basic
needs of humans and nature alike: even the economic growlh aspecl.

Added to this comes Lhe difference between governmental experts
and the expertise harbored by & valuntary organization. The former are
expens onsomething high upin theirown country and as a consequenoe,
the production of this somethingin an LDC will usually be for export. The
road from expert to export is very short. Voluntary organizations can
transmit human level experiences from MDCs to LDCs and back again,
even in dirsct cooperation with LDC voluntoers, And they can better
remain faithful to the primacy of basic neads, out of human solidarity. &





