A Survey of Literature on Indigenous Burial Practices
and their Archaeological lmplications
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Indigenous peaples in the Phifippings vary with regards to presaning the sody,
grave gonds, ranner and isoation of buna and post-bunal prectizes, Desth belisfs
and practices reflect the disposition of heir cuituras, This surey of witien recorda
o indigerous burdal practices in the Philippines was divdad pio four periocds -
Spanish, Armancan, post-Word Wer |l arg contemporany panzds, Mary ol thaze
prachicas rmay nolorgaroe examines archealog cally dus Lo lhe disintegstion of the
matenal, Bul thesuney allows us o mgde archesoplcal correlates -- 2 aumber of
which Feve toen substantiatad by axcavation sites all overthe Plippinas, in order
tocomplate o carrscl an unfinished or migintepeted eeord of cue histang,

Intreduction

Death is a universal concept. All sccieties regardless of ther
technological development have ways of coping with this phencmenan.
Generally, death beliefs and practices réflect the nature of culture
including the values it deemed important, Different societies have
different perspectives regarding death — from the momest of death to
preparation of the body far burial, fram maourning to actual burial, from
post-burial rituals to belief in the aftarlife.

In the Philippines, ethnohistoric documents and ethnographic
researches reveal that the satly inhabitants as well as the many
ethnolinguistic groups of the islands have diverse beliefs In the afterlife
and practiced various forms of burials. These have been confirmed by
archaeological studies.! The type of burials range from jar burials, coffin
burials, unenclosed pits, stone graves, to even cremation. Jar and coffin
burials were either placed in caves or buried. Some Spanish documents
indicate that some wooden coffins ware even placed on top of trees, The
whaole body ar only the bones were buried after the flesh disintegrate.
Whole bodies, mummifisd remains, or selected bones from various
Individuals may be interred together. Same were solitary buriais, Grave
goods as well as the manner and type of burial signified diverse social
factors. However, not all aspects of death and burial rituals are
atchaeclogically recoverable ar have perceptible corelates. Thus,
sthnography can provide us with a clear picture of thiz important stage
I an individual's life cycie,

*The auther is & reciplent of the Kasannlan Writing Grant, g5
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Binford® and Kamp® made a comparative study on mortuary treatment
in 40 and 55 cultures selected from Human Relations Area Files
respactively, Their studies are very relevant to archaeologists interested
in studying hurials for these provide clues to body treatment and
disposition, ofientation and location of disposal and form and quantity of
grave goods. Distinctions among these three variables have been rriace
hased on the condition of death, location of death. age. sex, social
position, social affiliation, personal identities and ather idiosyncrasies.

Archasology is the investigation of past lifeways through material
remains and other observable traces of human existence which includa
artifacts, ecofacts, settlement patterns, features such as postholes,
sfructures and ditches, habitation, midden and burial sites, Most of the
time interpretation of the archaeological record paints an incomplete
picture of the site and the society being studied. The behavior that
produced the archasological record, in this case, the manner of burial,
location and orentation, form, guantity and quality of associated
materials are beyond the grasp of the archaeoiogist. Whatever inferences
made can never be cross-checked for the informants are lopg gone.
However, analogical reasoning can be utilized “to infer similar functians
for archaenlogically found items from the observed similarities between
these items and others whose functions are known.™ From the time the
first systeratic collection of artifacts was practised, the archaeologist
with no adeguate means ta interpret her data would turn to fiving cultires
for explications.® Ethnographic analogy has always been used fo gie
meanings to prehistoric materals. Analogy as a form of reasoning
assumes that ohjects with similar attributes will have similar functions.
Ethnology is thus used to serve as a basis for the interpretation of the
archaeological record, One kind of analogy is the Direct Historical Analogy
which invaolves the use of documents.

Patterned after Binford’s and Kamp's works on the comparative
analyses of mortuary practices warldwide, this article aims to survey
written records on indigenous burial practices in the Philippines and
examine what mortuary customs will be reflected archaeologically. This
study is very relevant because it first identified what materials and
physical traces of funeral practices can and cannot be archasologically
retrieved. Secand, this ethnological survey can be used as analogies for
the understanding of objects already recovered from burial sites for jt will
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asscciate matenal remainstathe systemic human behaviorthat producsd
them,

The works sutveyed were divided into four time periods: the Spanish
period (watiks written prior to 1898); the American period [1858-1950);
post World War || (1851-1980); and the contemporary period (1881-
present). The earliest wark was by Pigafetta in 1525 and the latest was
by Valencia in 1898, Several post-Waorld War Il and contemporary works
were based on earlier studies conducted during the Spanish and
Arnerican periods, " Warks written during the Spanish pericd were mostly
recorded by the conguistadores and missionaries. Mostofthe documents
focused on lowland groups. During the American penod there was an
influx of American anthropalogists whao focusad mainly on ethnalinguistic
groups found in the highlands and remate areas of Cordillera and
Mindanao. They were able to observe a number of burial practices earlier
recorded in the Spanish period including forms of grave goods, burial
lozation and post burial ceremonies. This suggests that there are
similarities of funeral rites among local groups that persistad from the
spanish Period to early 20" century. In the same way, several practices
recorded during the American period continuad until the post-Woaorld War
Il Pericd,

Atotal of 37 ethnolinguistic groups occupying the northermmaost to
the southemmast parts of the country were surveved for this research:
18 groups are located In Luzon; nine inthe Central Philipgines including
Palawan and Mindoro; and 12 are found in Mindanao and adjoining
islands, In Table 1, the first two columns identify the ethnalinguistic group
and their habitat location. The third column describes the burial practices
ofeach group. The last column lists the possible matarials that were part
of the burial practices listed in the previous column, which can survive
time and decay and can be archaeologically recovered.

The survey shows that Philipping ethnolinguistic groups follow
general funeral procedures. Rudimentary steps include the following:

washing of the dead
elathing and adarning of the body
wrapping of the body with 3 mat ar a blanket
d. intermeant of personal possessions and othet nbjects for various
feasons
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e,  mourning period which lasts for a couple of days in some groups
and several manths to one year in others

[. inhumation that takes diverse forms

g, construction of a fence and/or rool above the grave

f. offering of foods and other materiais

Indigenous Burial Practices and Archuealogical Implicotions

The Bady

Several of the groups sundeyed washed their dead right after death.
Armong the Tagalogs and theVisayans, the body is perfurned with the gum
afthe starax tree ard other aromatic balsams to prevent corruption,” The
Tinguians believed that washing the body made the spirit clean;® the
Samals similarly belisved that the washing help in the expurgation of
sins.” The Suleds of Panay rubs the body with juice pounded fram gingar
thiat they belisved prevented evil spirts from devouring the corpse.™
Otheraromatics used include alagaw {Premrna cordata Blancaol, baranivg
tanglad {Andropogon schoenanthus Blanco), guava (Psidium guafava L.,
kalamansi (Citrus microcarpa Bunge), sambongisubusob (Blumes
balsamifera L ).Y After washing, the body s dressad in elabarate
garmants or sometimeas with the ones he died in. Then, the body is
wrapped In & mat or death blankeat ar sometimes a bark blanket as the
Hongots did.™

The preparation of the body prior to burial s very difficult to
Investigate archaeologically. Generally, the climata inthe Philippines and
the practice of secondary burlal inhibits the preservation of the flesh
leaving only the sheletal remains (which mast of the tme ars in poor
condition) to be recovered by archasologists 3 The fiesh (which gbsorbed
the aromatics) had already decayed and can never be studied, Furthermore,
a humber of groups like the Sulods of Panay oracticed secondary burial
whare anly the bones ars interred in a jar or suspended from trees.*

Early Spanish writings document the bravery of the locals, the braver
the person, the more tatiocos he had on his body.” For reasons
mentioned earlier, thase symbols of bravery may not be examinad
archaeologically. The disintegration of the skin decreases the potential
for study of symbolisms, an important aspect of the value system of
societies. Tattoos are also a good source of stratification. The mummies
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of Kabayan, Benguet™ which are intact and complelely preserved may
be cansidersd Tor this purpose. With the advance in lechrology, othear
medical tests may reveal the nature of death — whether by diseases of
violence. The former is a good evidence of what diseases are endamic 1o
the population and what wera introduced; while the latter alludes 1o
conflict. Both are indications of social processas that took place.

Grove Goods

Grave goads are materials interred with the corpse, The placing of
goods bas diverse reasons as well. Genearally, personal possessions ware
placed with the body as practised by the Apayaos Y Boholanos,*®
Magahats, ™ Manobos,® and Samals.® The Kalingas® and the
Tagoanuwas® did likewise but the goods were laft on top of the graves,
These personal possessions are believed to be needed in the afterlife by
the deceased. The Tinguians®! and the Visayans® were bured with goid
chiects and other jewelry, blankets and porcelain wares that served as
gifts for their ancestors, [Uwas believed that if they depart rfich they will
b received warmly but coldly of they arepoor.™ Aside from parsonal
belongings, the Apayaos.” Dumagats, * Bataks,” Sulods.* Magahats, *
Boholanos, ™ Bagobos®™ and Badjaos® placed othar itlems such as
daggers, polts, sall, and food that they belisved were neadad by the
deceased in his journey 1o the beyvond., A beliel that ghouls will 2at the
corpse made the Badjaos™ place a mirror on the chest of the body to drive
the eyl presencas away, Similarly, the Kalingas® placed betel nut,
charcoal and lemon leaves on lop of the grave to ward off ewvil spirits that
might consume the remains,

The Isnegs,™ Zambals,® Tagalogs, Visayans™ and Bukidnons®
interred the body with goods that befit the status of the deceased. Achiet
or a person of stature was interred with gold ohjects, Chinese |ars,
oorcelalin and sometimes a slave. Anather determinant of the farm of
grave goods 15 gender. The llongots, Tiruray* and Bukidnons,* interred
fermales with armaments and utensils. Insome societios ke Tiraray* and
Visayans,™ the males were buried with their weapons. ™ Both genders
were ikewiseintered with their implements of work: fermales with laoms,
maleswith spears and iron points, Awoman in the Visayan™ society who
died and anly had one hustand was buried with an ax handie with only
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one ead fitting the handle, This symbolizes that the warman had known
and loved only one man, In Maguindanao, the Tiruray'' placed a ks with
the body if the deceased happened to be an adult male. In the samsa
group, Infantswithout teeth were buried with a ring placed in their mouths
(fo serve as teaeth], while those with teeth were interred with a knife, The
rnrg s for tearing the bark of the tree and the knife for cutting the tree,
The sap from the tree is believed to provide nourishment for the young
corpse.

The grave goods of the Ivatans of Batanes, ™ Negritos of llocos Narte
and Zambales™ reflect their mode of subsistence., They buried with them
aars and flintstones, ron-amaw points, and meat respactively,

The objects were placed with the body for three reasons: firstas a gift
to ancestors and gods; second as prowsions for the journey; and third to
repulse evil spirits, Most of the bunal sites excavated in the Phillppines
ylelded the same materials mentioned above.™

Materials left on top of the grave may not be recovered anymore
since natural processes such as erosion, flooding, earthquakes, ete, can
redeposit them. Organic matenals such as wood-and food offerings have:
lesser survival rates especially those exposed to the elemeants. Likewise,
the nature of the sall matrix will determina the leval of praservation and
decomposition of organic matenals particularly of skeletal materials, Tha
high acidity 1n the soil may completely disintegrate sheletal materlals as
the case in some Philippine stes.=

Archasclogy relies heavily on the investigation of tangibles to study
the past but becaiise of directand indirect cultural and natural disturbances,
Thie archasological record may yield incomplets information with regard
to prehistaric burial practices. Regardless of these impadiments, there s
still need 1o conduct archaeological research because these materials
are sources of information on our prehistory and are part of our cultural
heritage that needs presernving. Recognizing the drawbacks of
archaeological research, it becomes the responsibility ofthe archaeologist
10 seak other sources of data, which can ald him In reconstructing a
complete picture of the past, These sources Include ethnoarchasology,
ethnographic research, oral history, folkiore as wall as survey of wntten
materials — documents, journals, chronicles, etc.
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Givenr a burial site, the archasalogist most of the lUme, interprets
drave goods as status symbols and are evidence of social organization,
Thowgh there wers several groups that interred goods that did not
necessarily reflect social ranking. The reasons behindthe intermeant of an
ax handle with a bingil by the Visayans®™ and a ring and knife with infants
amangthe Tiruray, " will not be archaealogically reflectad and will forever
be lostto the archaeologist. Atthe same time, notall burals without grave
goods may be interpreted as those of the non-elite since there are
societies like the ifugaos and the Ivatans who do not place any object with
the dead™ for the possessions of the deceased such as jewelry were
passed down to family members as heirlooms. Being familiar with early
historical accounts of the local inhabitants can assist the researcher to
develop his thearies on past social systems. Consequently, it can
elucidate materials already excavated.

The analysis of grave goods can generate studies onwhat items were
locally produced vis-a-vis those that are foreign including their countries
of origin. These may even be compared with those retrieved from ather
Philippine sites as well as Southeasl Asian sites o check variations in
forms and methods of production.

Manwer of Burin!

Out of the 37 ethnolinguistic groups surveyed, 21 utilized wooden
coffing; seven were buried in open pits; four were placed in jars; five wera
suspended and interred in hallow trees; two utilized stone slabs; and, one
left to decay in the forest, Anumber of societies, such asthe [fugaos,™
Tagalogs,® Sulads, ™ Manuvus, ®™ Mandayas,®™ and Subanuns, " practiced
more than one type of burial,

The use of wooden coffing was the most widespread form of
imerment among Philippineg ethnolinguistic groups, Three variants of the
coffin were observed: the dug-out coffins that were hewn out of a singie
log like those of the Bikolanos® bamboo coffing made of bamboo splits
such as those of the MNegritos of Negros |sland:* and, coffins made of
wooden planks like those used by the Badjaos.® Some coffing were
caned with figures of a crocodile andfor hurman.®* The crocodile or enake-
like designs were perceived to be the protector of the corpse eyed by
flesh-eating ghouls."" To fasten the coffins, nails. rattan and resin were
used. Prior o lowering the coffin, the Bagobos placed a mat on the
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bottom of the drave.% Similarly, folk literature relates the use of coffins
by several ethnolinguistic groups from Luzon to Mindanao.®®

lhose buried in open-pits were most of the time wrapped with mats
and the bottom of the grave were lined with bamboo tubes as practiced
by the Bukidrons®™ Stone-slab bunals were only utilized in Martherr
Luzon by the Tinguians™ and the Kalingas:™ the latter lined the bottom
of the grave with small rocks. Usually the stone-slabs were placed on top
of the corpse and then covered with earth. The problem with this is that
thewiight of the slabs may cause the heavy fragmentation of the skeletal
remains and other objects,

Jarswers used in Batanes, Cordillera, Panay and Cebu. The fugaos
interred Infants in jars.™ The Visayans likewise placed their infants in
glazed Chinese jars.™ The Sulods of Panay Used stoneware for family
bones.™ Based on the survey, 1o jar burial was observed among the
lzwiland groups during the Spanish period except for infants inhumed in
jars. Exgavations in Seuthern Luzon and Pangasinan™ attest to this fact.
Juvenile and adult skeletal matenals were buried inopel pits and infants
were placed in jars.  As for the highland groups studied during the
American time, no far burials were likewise observed. Prevalent in
archaeological sites are jar burals which date from the Late Mealithic
(8001000 B.C0 to the Protohistoric Perod (1000-1521 A.D.)™
However, the practice was only documented after World War [ by Jocana
in 1968,

Tree-trunk burial and suspansion wars widely practiced in the island
of Mindanao by the Manuvus, Subanuns, T'bolis and B'laans. The
Manuwvu suspended their dead wrapped in mats or blankets from the top
of trees.” The T'bolt and B'laans placed their dead in a coffin bafore
suspending them in trees.™ The Sulods buried the impartant pecple in
hollow trees. Like the Sulod, the B'laans also practiced the inhumation
of the dead in hollow trees, ™ The Subanuns left their dead in the forest
wrapped in blanket if he died of natural causes, or suspended N trees if
of & communicable disease.”™ These types of burlal made the bodies
more exposed to the elements and susceptible to faster rate of decay,
making recovery virlually impossible. Similar 1o jar burial, ree burial was
documeanted anly after World War 11,
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Aside from grave goods, the burial repository is also a status marker.
Coffins of hard wood with crocodile carvings were usually used by the rich
while the lower classes used coffins made of thin boards and bamboo,
With this information, chancing upon these types of burials, at the same
time taking into account the form of grave goods each burial contained,
soclal ranking in specific sites can be inferred.,

Location of Burial

As dictated by their customs, a large number of ethnolinguistic
groups buried their dead under ornear houses, granaries orin yards® [ike
the Tinguians,™ Kalingas,™ lgorots,™ Ifugacs ®® Tagalogs, ™ Visayans,®
Bagobos,® Manobos;™ ar in fields near their homes like the lgorots and
Yakans.®

The Tinguians perfermed their burials at.the edge of farms while the
lgorots in the outskins of town;™ some In woods and forest like the
Taghanwa,™ Mandaya,* Manobo,®™ The Negritos of llocos Narte used
the mountains for bural;®® or as the custoim of the Negritos of Batasan™
and the Manaohaos in high places far from habitation.® Other past burial
places included the sand near a body of water which were preferred by
the Bataks;® and caves as practiced by the Apayacs and |gorats.™ The
Badjaos utilized an island away fram habitation.'™ Some  such as the
Sulods of Panay suspended the corpse from house saves,'™

Among other groups such as the llongots, Bikolanos, Manuvus,
Mangyans, Subanuns, Bagobos, T'helis and Manobas the house of the
dead is abandoned and sametimes burned whether the bady is interred
inacoffin and buried under the houses or not, or just wrapped n a mat. '@
The reason for this practice is that living relatives believed that the spirits
that caused the death of their kin are still wandering in the house to claim
more victims. |n order to prevent further deaths in the family the house
is either abandoned or burned with the bady in it.1% Other groups, like the
Tagbanuwas, B'laans and Badjaos, but still abandon or tear the house
down for similar reasons."™ This may also be the rationale behind the
utilization of butial places far from hahitation by some groups.

The manner and the location of the burial depends on the age of the
dead, nature of death (NOD), status, and gender (Table 2. The |gorots
and the Ifugaas of Narthern Luzon have the most number of social
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determinants of burial custormn. Members of the elite interred their dead
in hardwood coffins; while those belonging to the lower class were
wrapped in mats and buried in open pits or in thin-board coffins **® To
mark the graves of the latter, stones or logs are used 1o cover the graves.
|garat victims of beheading were buried along tralls leading to the guilty
party's town. '™ The Cordillera people had this belief that certain spints
sat the flesh of the dead, and since children are too youngte battle these
spirits, the family buried the dead child under or near the house and
granaries so the family can protect it. In the Visayan region, the infants
were intarred in jars. %7 The Manobos buried their dead according to
gendear; if the head of a male is positioned towards the west and a
woman's towards the east. *® It may be hypothesized that the mare the
detarminants are, the more complax a society is.

Ethnohistoric sources state that coastal areas of the Philippines were
lined with settlements. And if ethnohistery and folk literature relate the
hurying under houses and granaries, itis possible that coastal burial sites
are at the same time hahitation sites. This may also be true with non-
coastal burial sites. That is why the obsernvance of postholes that can
sUpport alargs structure ina burial site is very significant. Areconnaissance
of burial locations is highly recommendad. Subsistence may contribute
to the practice of some societies that bury their dead in the vicinity of the
settlement, ltimplies thatthese societies were sedantary agricaliuralists.
Maarwhile those who abandoned their dead and houses may iIncicate a
slash-and-burn cultivation mode of livelihcod.

Moliiple Burials

Five groups practised multiple burials fordifferant reasons, Theelites
of the Zambals, Tagalogs and the Bikelanos were at least accompanied
by one slave 1o serve the master in his afterlife. ™ Burials yielding more
thar one skeleton suggest, with the help of the form of grave goods, a
chiefly bunal, The Apayao burials may contain several skulls; these were
raphy skulls taken from enemies. Head taking signaled the end of the
mourning period, 2 The Tinguians and the Sulods practised primary and
secondary muitiple kin burial respectively.™ After the flesh decays, the
Sulads place the bones of all siblings and parents in one jar,

If financial sources allow, DNA testing will confirm if thase multiple
burials were a kin- or slave-burial. Slave burial and the presence of trophy



UTERATURE SURVEY ON |NCHGENOUS BURIAL PRACTICES

"3

Tingusiitnss

Falingne

Iyt

[[WITRTSS

Thgalogs
éll'iinlr] nas

Suloed

Visyans

Subannns

Basis
Status
Ay

A
Status

NG
fpe
ME
Sratus
Stutus
Status

Status

Ape
Status

NOD

Sttt

SHatut of denth

Manner of Burial

Pocir bunng and covensg
weltly stones or ogs

Jur hunal

Elits i wisoden ooffins

Rich in coffins, poorn

opnn pits
Rich i goffing

Rich iy coffins wath canvings
of; in holow treednimic
ommany &re piaced m open-
pits:

Infants ae plgad inomrs
Rich in hanteood coffins wilh
carangs,

poor 0 thin oo -coffirk or
hamboo coffins

.Empﬂnrlad from trees o ched
ol communinalde direse

Rty i gt eaffins, e
wrapped i mnd and covend
witly stones of lursed

fﬁm&g"smmml- for Manner and Losation of Burial In some Phillppina:
’E@nﬂnﬂm stic Groups

Location of Burial
Prowar bunad o eclgs of firm
Gkl upddiog house e grsnanes

Eimlbmn naar Bouses ar grananes,
Fehy v the autskarta of towrn: omdingre
pesipili i Gkt near thide fotises
Wiehims ot Botaoding along iy
Ireahing T Tosers et mioe

Banes under huse
Wiornan whio disd of ehikabirtl
undr Mose

Reth Duned or aianctaned in fgees

Abanotanedd iy e I deed
of commurcalile dissase. @1 jn
the fopeant |F of owstiml cayge

Rt p bresc an thes forest




4 GRACE BARRETTO

shulls are good indications of rank in society and the type of social
interactions that tookplace — slave 1aking and raiding, Kin bufial on the
other hand may allude to the nature of kinship relations,

Post-Burinl

Afterburial, a hut, fence ar both were constructed around and on top
of the graves. A hut was always construcied on top of the graves of the
rich Tagalogs and Mandayas, 1 The Negritos put up a fence to prevent
animals from disturbing the grave ~* Usually a food offering placed ina
jar with a hole at the bottorm was hung fram the hut. The Tinguians built
astructure antop of the grave toward off evil spirits, ™ Fox®S in Calatagan
and Hutterer™ |n Cebuy observad small postholes, suggesting fences o
huts were constructed above the graves.

Food offerings placed in these huls cannot be recovered because
they decompose easily. Howsver, in some excavated burial sites, food
offerings placed in jars — seeds, shells. fish bones and ather animal
hanes have been documentad. Y Substantial information can be abtained
fromthese like past diet, mode of subsistence and technology. The past
environment can also be reconstructed as reflected by what resources
were avaitable,

Conclusion and Recommanduotions

Indigenous burfal practices are potential sources of information
about our prehistony; from modes of subsistence and econamic patterns
1o level of trehnological development; social stratification to internal and
external trade and political relations; from religious ideas to worldviews.

In this paper, thers is no attempt to atribute archaeclogically
investigated bunal sites to the ethnolinguistic group found in the sams
area. Questions of continuity and discontinuity of a popufation inhabiting
an ares haveto be establishad first, We have numerous excavated burial
materials that need analyzing, this survey may provide probable
interpretations of recovered artifacts.

A number of archascingical correlates listed in Table 1 are already
substantiated by excavations of burial sites all over the Philippines. ™™
Stone slab bunals have been excavated in La Union Province; ™ open-
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pit graves in Calatagan:** coffin bunals in Boho!™! and Panhutongan;*#
and jar burials in Palawan and Sorsogon.*** Trophy skulls were found in
Tanjay;** postholes.in Cehu® and Batangas;™® evidence of betel nut
chewing in Palawan;®® rockshelter and cave burals in the Visayan
area;“ frade items like Chinese porcelain and glass beads in Sta. Ana. ™
Some retrieved sheletons were disintegrated because of the high level of
anidity inthe soil which was the case at the Tighw na Saday Site. *** Much
of aur prehistony is still to be understood through archaesalogy. The
Spanish did not obssrve all practices of indigenous populations: perhaps
some practices were discontinued prior to Europesan contact; or had
escaped the watchful eyes of the missionaries. The ethnographic record
is not sufficlent to understand our past sinee there are archasological
sites which offer new insights to Philippine prehistory. The stone-boat
shaped burals in Batanes™ and the anthropomorphic potterizs in
Maitum = were not recorded in ethnohistory, [n this way, archasology is
usad to fill gaps inowritten histary or even rectify written histony.

Burial sites autnumber habitation sites inthe Philippines. This paper
offers patential for the further study of burial sites. The survey presents
possible and various explanations for archaeological assemblages.
Ethnography and ethnoarchasclogy can be used to make sense of
excavated materials. By comparing archasological correlates and actual
materials, the archaeoiogist 15 granted probable cultural mechanisms
that produce the aggregation of artifacts.

There are several points that need to be investigated further for a
mare comprehensive study on the subject matter:

1. There were several burial customs that lasted through two or
mate time periods such a2 the interment of personal possessions, and
the manner of ourial. What kind of moedifications occurred in each time
parod? What influenced these changes?

2. Among the Tagalogs (see Tabla 1), the chief was said to be
buried in a boal which served as the colfin, 17 is essential to study the
boat-coffin complex to discern the rale of beats In eatly pre-Spanish
Philippine culture and itz transformation as a funeral box,

2. The affiliations ar similarities of Philippine bural practices with
neighboring countries must be looked into, Areas that may be looked at
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are the Batanes group of islands with Taiwan and lapan; Sulu lslands with
Borneo, etc. In this way, the burial custams in the Philippines may be
better analyzed in the regional context of Southeast Asia,

4. Lastly, taboos connected with funeral rites shoud be further
axamined. o
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