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Theorizing the Transition

There g growing consensis that the resent world orisly & g
créisiy not only of the economy amd af the Stave but alio of social
setercs, The ladter crisly wnifonts itself in the clronic ingbility of soefa)
sclentisty bo anticipate e mafer directions of Social evets, o ukeover
the Jey elements that are et work, as well g o indicate the falitre
course of desivable developinent.

The socil science of developmen i parficularly valnerable o
these charges, The demingnt pavadignm of modernization does e e
beyond labelling societies on the basis af the prezence ov abseice of
certain ndicators associoted with development. Little arfention i paid
ter thove fnternal and external structures which condition the porstidlt-
fies of reproduction or trensformation, The process of developmcnt
teeelf 65 often concefved oy RaTling more than an fntepral asprect of the
tnore general istorical drift towards rationalizetion, Afternatively, it i
Seen e o possibilicy that i aemalized through the conscious. inter-
vention of modernizing clites. (See the excellent discussion by Joku
Taylor, From Modernization Ta Maode of Peaduction.) dcecordingdy,
much attention i mven to chanses in value orteniaions or the Incd-
cation of @ pragver “weed for acilieventent (rACH) e the gencral
poprlation, while metntaining o seandalous silence on the SR ey
that findamentally determine the feasibilicy af certain: forms of jnter
wERESerr Within & ven gitua o,

We arpue that the proper obfective af an alternaiive sovial sk,
apart front autlining the havic cortenrs of an attainable Errateiia viston
oof the desirable socfety, v to theerize the transition By thils i meant
the careful analvsly of the limits g possibilities — in short, the bousd-
qries — of afffrmative intervention on behall of pemadne bocietal rans-
Jorvution. Altemative soctal scientists luve no choie bttt wark
closely with political actwists in order to realize the poseibilition that
are betrr opened up by specific confunctures in the b itory af @ soclery.,
These powsibilities may often jall shore af the strategic cnd-stares
ervisioned i ol maximum g s for ehanpe. Thiv iv o he expectad,
Bt the Mportant poiad i Hat erery form af intervention must be o
CONSCIoNE. contvibution towards the developinent or maturation of
eonditions that will support fongrange objeetives,

The taek of theovizing the tramition i fe Plalippines must
proceed from an appreciction af the flutdity of the pelitical situation
wihieh has the following fogneres: fid we havé @ precarious poalitical
regime  attempling o consolidate ftsell” (b)) within an exventiall [y
unchanped State order — a State order that i itvell befng chalfenped by
forces fram Below, This politieal wiowment i Prerhiaps best understoond oy
@ democratic comfunciire, which aftows the wnresalved  social and
national questions facing Philippive vociety do be addvessed o peace.
ful and pluratistie way,

Theorizing on bekalf of wotivivm in the transition mezns heing
dlert to the possibilitics that ave hefng opened up within g JTrapile
vemyfunctire, The tension that is letent heve is thgt between the need to
Bustaidl, Support, preserve and erlavee the democratic ORERiNg, OR oHe
hand, and the desive to itnenedigrely aetualize te possbilitles Jor rodivel
change, on the other. There v tension Precively becguse the democrs e
opening 15 ivell’ baing challenged by resurgent raetlonary elements
who prey o the public’s ticlinag tion twards the famiior. Comsequent-
¥, aidvocater of the altermative order wl eften find themselves mot Just
wnable o laneh meaningfid  frangformaiory mitiatives, byt even
ragleally engaped fn g defenyive reargiiavd qotion apainst Hiose who
feek toclose the democratic TN 5.

It i the function of alternative soctal foientizis to Formulaie. the
axes of the ongoing political strugele, andd to indicate 1o politivgl
RCHVINS and popidar organizalions the direetion of progressive sotion,
Here, the refevant opiions are necessardy a fupction of the propertic:
af the concrete siiation — g, the fevel o poditival consefomnsmos gnd
orpamzation of the basie masses, the level o cokesion of the dondnant
elasses, and the strength and lovel af iterest shows by the externg
foivges,

I the present demceratic comfurcture o the Philippines, it
may be argreed that the batile lines ave currenttly deawn on g numiber of
erichil pelitical, social and seonomie tssues, The mfure af the polarizg-
tiow leaves o dowht thut maximotise demands are ot af the question
for the moment, The wlient fvvey in the Phitlippine transitionr are the
Fodlerwing:

Political Issues

faf T remuln within the orbic of U8 influenee, or o undlaterally
deciare @ policy of non-slmment and Hestrality,

b To vonduct @ campaign of ativition viva-vis the Ot
movetent gnd otfer wnrecenciled socizl elements whao have faker up
GrmS qgainst the existing State, or to follow g poficy of negotiafion and
reconciliation & the interest of grenter ddeologionl and  political
Pliraliom. i

fe)  To maintain o pedicy of pure civitian Sepramacy in Hye
candieet of povermment, or to replicare the sharivg of powers with
the millltary witiel s found in countries like Thailand and frdomes,

() n the matier.of redressinge the crimes af the previous regtme:
tor adhere sivictly do the often tedios legalinm of die frocess, oF ro
feitow the logic of lemtimate revolu Hemary prerogatives.

Economic ksues

fal To adopr an open market econom LV ed by private enterprive,
ot create @ prixed economy with o dorimant 5 tate seelor,

i) To adopt a program of cconomic grawith under the aegis of
Elobal coplitalive, or fo systematically luncl) a selfsustaining proseam
af economic development and self-rellanes

Social Issues

faf o respect all cxiviing roprerty wehis, or fo nsiftute State
ervention feg band reform, sequestration, confilation, efe,) on
belialf of sercial justive and the redress of hivtorical and social ireeait fes,

b To maintain g doated vivilion buremecracy, which fiad prien
e the fergest emplovment agency under Mareos, and an exponcded
standimg graey, or fo frim down botl, fowerime phe hudgetary deficd,
wihille vivking o political backlash from the ne wid ) diseployved.

The search for wiable alternatfves in the political, eceonamic ard
saciocudiunad spheres mst b carefully informed By an analysiv of the
ivailalle and aftainable options that are betng thrust ite the RGN
debate in society. The elarifica tion of these options, a8 wsil as the
analysis of the conditions and forces that sustain particidar opitons,
i i function of alternetive socinl science.




