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Beyond February:

The Tasks of Socialists

he fall of Marcos happened so fast and with so little

blood that some of those who fought for it cannot
believe they have won. Some say it was a “miracle™;

others dismiss it as “changing of the guards™. Many call it a
“revolution”, but few have bothered to analyze it. )
Divergent interpretations of the past reflect divergent
attitudes to the present. The “miracle™ theory, for example,
expresses indifference to questions of stratepy (“Leave it to
Cory and God!™), while those who deny that important
changes have oceurred find no reason to rethink (*“The line is
always valid until imperialism, feudalism and bureaucrat-
capitalism have wvanished from this earth!™). The need for
analysis is obvious only to those who grasp the significance of
February (“If indeed it was a revolution, then we must know
its possibilities and limitations in order to develop a new

strategy ™)

The Sectarian View

Because it did not follow their idea of how history ought
to move, the sectarians insist that the February affair was not
# genuine revolution. Since they doubt the people’s capacity
for autonomous action, all major events. unless planned, con-
trolled and directed by themsslves, are ascribed to a CIA
conspiracy.

Three arguments are typically advanced to dispute the
revolutionary character of the February revolution: 1) it was
not bloody enough; 2) it was confined to Manila; and 3) it
did not destroy the military, the bureaucracy and the socio-
economic elite.

“Based on a paper presented al the BISIC Founding Congress,
24-25 May 1946, Cuezon City, Philippines.

Measuring the authenticity of a revolution by the liquid
volume of blood spilled looks a bit silly. More people perished
in Philippine elections than in the Great October Socialist
Revolution in Russia! What was bloody was not the revolution
itself’ but the counderrevofution, not the Bolshevik seizure of
power in 1917 but the defense of the Soviet state against the
white army and foreign intervention in 1918-1921. Moreover,
coups d'etat in Indonesia, Chile, the Sudan; ete. cost hundreds
of thousands of lives, and yet nobody considers them revolu-
tiovns. And if Marcos decides to shoot his way back, the en-
suing civil war will claim a lot of lives, but the bloodshed is not
going to make it revolutionary.

It is utterly misleading to regard whal happened in EDSA
as separate from the February 7 election, which involved the
whole country. The snap presidential electoral hattle, the sub-
sequent civil disobedience campaign, and the civiliananilitary
uprising formed a totality. This, too, should not be taken apart
from the 14 years of popular resistance to the Marcos dicta-
torship, Seen in such a context. the uprising was indeed the
culmination of a nationwide process,

Moreover, the assertion that the uprising was confined to
Metropolitan Manila, mainly in the EDSA-Crame-Aguinaldo
arca, is factually inaccurate. In Baguio, rebel troops were also
defended by thousands of unarmed civilians., IF the confronta-
tional aspect of the EDSA evenl did not materialize through-
out the country, it was simply because two essential conditions
did not exist elsewhere; i.e., a split in the local AFP unit and
an overwhelming loyalist supremacy. But outside Manila and
Baguio the military forces stayed intact, either remaining totally
loyalist or turning wholly reformist.

The absence of confrontations similar to EDSA was,
however, no indication of indifference among people outside
Metro Manila. The rest of the population in other cities and
provinces, although physically separated from the EDSA event,
were by no means uninvolved . They were astir and on alert:
keeping watch on any unusual movements in their localities,
while keeping tab on the unfolding event at EDSA through
their radios or TVs in hope-filled sympathy with the barri-

caders,
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A revolution as apocalypse oceurs only in the sectarian
imagination. Real revolutions in history are never as dramatic
as the novels written about them. The military and the bureau-
cracy do not crumble all at once, and the sotio-economic
siructures are eroded owver time, through persevering popular
Pressures.

In a sense, the Russian Revolution in February 1917 was
less revolutionary than our own, yet Lenin himselt was nol
embarrassed to call it a revoluetion without feeling oblizged to
enclose the word in quotes. The Russian February installed
a provisional government presided first by an inconsequential
nobleman (Prince Lvoy) and then by a member of the Tsar's
Iaimeduck parliament (Kerensky), whereas our DFebruary
enthroned the most popular president the country has ever
known, In both cases, the military and the bureaucracy were
maintained, but the changes we have already witnessed under
Cory Aquino —no matter how slow and halting for our taste —
go much larther than the institutional reforms in Russia before
Cctober. What oupght to be closely monitored by serious
observers of Philippine politics are not so much the reforms
initiated by the new government but the democratic space the
revolution has opened up and how the popular movement is
making use of this to sustain the socis? revolution.
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The Snajp Elections

Casting aside the sectarian criteria cited above, we con-
clude that by achieving a poliffical revolution the events in
February raised to a higher level the continuing social revo-
lution. Three arguments support our conclusion: (1) A despot
was removed through  extra-constitutional means, not in
accordance with procedures prescribed by the regime: (2) the
masses played the decisive role; and (3) opportunities for
social transformation have immensely expanded.

Hyen the most autocratic regimes prescribe a procedure
for changing rulers, either in a wrilten constitution or by
tradition. In a dictatorship this procedure is so designed that
replacing the incumbent is virtually impossible. The Marcos
dictatorship illustrated this point. Its constitution provided
for elections every six years, unless earlier called by the pre-
sident himself. But the entire elecloral machinery was packed
with Marcos henchmen who habitually turned a blind eye at
fraud und terrorism by the government partly.

Lrespite all this, the legal opposition (as distinguished From
the underground) decided to give the exercise one last try
when Marcos, under US pressures, called for snap elections to




be held on 7 February 1956, We were nol particularly opti-
mistic of ocusting him in that manner. We were certain that
Marcos would cheat. Nonetheless, we saw the elections as a
chance to explain fundamental issues to people who ordinarily
ignore us. Since we do not uphold the dogma which counter-
poses election to revolution, we opted For crilical participa-
tion. We wanted Cory to garner 3 majority so massive Lhal
Marcos would either be forced to yield, or he would have (o
cheat brazenly and thereby frustrate American imperialism’s
interest in bestowing his dictatorship with a semblance of
legitimacy.

Events unfolded just as we thousht. The elections were
the worst in Marcoss long record of political fravdulence,
Initially underestimating his opponent, Marcos planned For
subtle and selective cheating, Le., allowing relatively clean
elections in places where foreign observers would be present
but using the trigd and tested methods of hallot-hox stuffing
and switching in the hinterfands. In the last few days of the
campaign, however, he panicked and decided o cheat with
impunity. Ewven then, scrambling of voters’ lists and wole
buying proved inadequate 1o cancel out Cory™s lead. In the
end, he resorted to the crudest techniques such as tampering
with computerized tallies and inventing *phantom  precincts’

Marcos prevented Cory from winning  through the
electoral process. But the elections brought logether the
people’s democractic movement and the reform movement
in the armed forces (RAM). What deowe the last nail on
Marcoss political coflin was the bizare convercence of the
popular uprising and a military mutiny.

Mutiny and Insurrection

The two forces evolved independently of each other. The
history ol the people’s democratic movement, of course, can
bo traced to as far back as the Katipunan. It has had a tur-
bulent career, subsiding and rising up again. But the mighty
wave that washed Marcos to Hawaiian shores had its specific
originn in the student activism in the mid-1960s. This spread
beyond the university campuses and evolved into a formidable
force on the eve of martial law, Instead of crushing it, as was
undoubtedly his intention, Marcos's indiscriminate repressive-
ness enabled it to grow at a phenomenal rate, The assassination
of Cory’s hushand in August 1983 was wajor landmark in its
history because it broughl into the struggle those elements
whe had hitherto watched only from the sidelines.

The movement suffered a momentary relapse a year lafer.
Unable to force Marcos's resignation, the bulk of what came to
be known as the “yellows” reverted to their air-conditioned
dens, leaving the “reds” isolued in the parlimnent of the
streets. The snap elections rekindled the “yellow™ spirits, the
brazen leaud on February 7 psyched them up for scts of civil
disobedience, amd the military mutiny escalated their civil
disobedience campaign into o full-blown insurrection.

By contrast, the reform movement in the armed forces
{RAM) has a very short history. [ts beginnings may be traced
to the carly 19805 when voung regular officers — PMA gra-
duates — first showed signs of rebelliousness, provoked by
what they considered a debasement of their profession into an
instrument of personal power. RAM formally established itself
in March 1985, but at the beginning nobody look it seriously.
Iis newsletter {We Belong) was circulated in the open. fts
leaders held press conferences and appeared in tv talk shows;
but they were all too garralous and too handsome that the
whole project was perceived as a crude publicity stunt of Gen.
Ver. There was nothing in their hehaviour to fit the conspira-
torial stereotype. Perhaps for the same reasons, Ver did not
take them seriously either.

The elections turned RAM inte a serivus political force.
Seeing in the exercise o rare opportunity to change the fmage
of the military inlo a guardian of the ballot box, RAM spon-
sored an educational campaign (*Project Kamalayan 86" to
inform soldiers of their responsibility to ensure free and honest
elections. When Ver threalened its leaders with disciplinary
action unless they dropped the project, BAM took this as a
clue that Marcos meant to cheat. Thereupon, the RAM
steering committee worked out three contingency plans
should Marcos win through Fraud.

Because the walkout of computer operators was led by
the wife of 4 ranking RAM officer, Ver may he forgiven for
suspecting RAM of infiltrating the COMELEC. The RAM
uflicers knew the axe would lall on their necles sponer or later,
When they leapned on February 17 that Marcos was going to
dectare martial law en February 24, they readied their forces,
alerting their comrades in the feld. When 15 soldiers were
arrested while training inside Fort Bonifacio on February 21
and, in the course of investizalion, were pressured to im-
plicate the RAM leaders in a conspiracy to kill the presi-
dent, the KAM had ne choice but mutiny the day aller. Only
then did Enrile and Ramos, for their own reasons, decide to
Join.

Had the rebellions RAM officers been able to follow their
contingency plans, the mutiny {if it survived) might have deve-
loped into a coup detal with the masses just idly watching by.
None of these plans reckoned with people’s power; they were
all conceived as purely military operations.

As it turned out, however, the masses would play the
decisive role. Many units in Metro Manila which RAM counted
upon for reinforcement lost heart when the mutiny was
setually launched, leaving just @ few to defend the two camps.
This prompted Juan Ponce-Eorile to abendon Camp Aquinallo
and combine forees with General Fidel Ramos at Camp Crame
on Sunday alternoon, February 23,

The planmed “invasion within 24 hours”™ by RAM-led
troops frem the field did not materialize because they failed
o mobillze as quickly as possible the number required to
cancel out the loyalists’ overwhelming superiority in Meiro
Manila. 1l was only on Monday, February 24, when the rebels
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gained the capacity for moving troops by capiuring the trans-
port planes at Villamor air base; and this was made possible by
the unexpected defection of the 15th Strike Wing and the 5th
Fighter Wing. They could have been demolished before then,
if not for the massive turn-oul of people whose presence
deterred a loyalist assault and promoted defections.

While protecting the mutineers, people’s power also
contained the mutiny, preventing it from developing into
a coup d'etat that would have either installed a military
dictator or a civilian government chosen by a military junta.
Enrile now boasts that he could have been president if he
wanted to, implying that he voluntarily handed over power to
Cory. Without meaning to devalue his role in the country's
deliverance, it is important to point out that Enrile’s accession
in February is an extremely questionable scenario. Would
Ramos have gone alone with him? Since RAM s not just
Gringo Honasan and Red Kapunan (the majority being ideal-
istic junior officers), could he have gotien its support for a
power grab? Would the people have risked their lives if he
didd not state categorically at the outset that he was upholding
the true results of the February 7 elections; in other words,
recognizing Cory as president? And if the people did not inter-
vene, would he be alive now?

Bl

US Invelvement

LS imperialism has always been a major factor in Philip-
pine politics. It is generally taken for granted that US pres-
sures compelled Marcos to hold the snap elections. Political
attaches of the US embassy were also believed to have played
& role in forging the Cory-Doy coalition and toning down
Cory’s initial anti-bases stance. But not everything which
happened after that, especially in the fateful month of Feb-
ruary, can be aseribed to US intervention.

Defense Secretary Weinberger, the staunchest supporter of
Marcos in Washington, had the gall to claim soon afler the
February Revolution that the removal of Marcos was a
“triumph of Reagan's foreign policy”. At the rate Reagan is
bungling the world over, he certainly needs ot Jeast one
“triwmph’ more impressive than the invasion of little Gre-
nada! But the Philippines is the wrong ¢ountry to cite a3
evidence of his wisdom.

A simple but serupulous chronological analysis would
show Reagan's handling of the Marcos problem as consistent
with the pattern of US imperialist behavior in the Third
World. Reagan handled the Philippine case in much the same
way Carter handled MNicaragua and Iran, He supported the
dictatorship until it stood at the verpe of collapse, abandoning
it only after the balance of forces shifted decisively in favor
of the rebels. This would have been transparent had our
revolution been a bit protracted. Since it lasted only for three
days and four nights, the Washington media manipulators
could easily jumble the sequence to make Reagan look like the
hero he was not.

Immediately after the February 7 elections; Reagan (with-
out waiting for the report of his official observers misgion) said
he was pleased that a viable two-party system had been set on
firmer grounds in the Philippines. Fraud, according to him,
was committed by both sides; and he appealed to Cory and
Doy to join Marcos in some sort of power-sharing scheme,

Marcos at once recognized it as tacit acceptance of his
frandulent elections and a clever way to diffuse the anticipated
popular protests. He dangled a cabinet post to Doy Laurel
and offered a seat to Cory in a mythical Council of State. But
Cory, whose political acumen evervone had underestimated,
spurped Reagan’s proposition and proceeded to plot a massive
civil disobedience campaign with sympathetic cause-oriented
Eoups.

A mass movement to destabilize the neocolonial regime
was precisely what the Americans sought to avoid. Letizia
Constantine guoted unnamed White House sources as admit-
ting that Reagan sent Habib to Manila **to forestall Mrs.
Aquino and her supporters from despairing of Ameérican help
and taking to the streets”, In his talks with Filipino officials
and opposition leaders, Reagan's special envoy tried ardently
1o sell the power-sharing formula as a provisional arrangement
prior to another elections which he wanted Marcos to promise
this year or sometime tn 1987,
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Cory stood her ground. While Habib was in Manila, she
was busy pushing the civil disobedience campaign. That was
the score when Habib left on the very day the mutiny began.
But prior to his historic press conference on 22 February, the
pro-American Enrile talked to Ambassador Bosworth over the
phone and sent his law partner to the latter's Forbes Park
home pleading for help. 5till obsessed with the power-sharing
formula, however, Bosworth tried to dissuade Enrile on the
ground that 2 mutiny might create an opening for the com-
munists. Instead, he offered to mediate between Enrle and
Marcos.

As noted ecarlier, the mutiny would have occurred even
without Enrile and Ramos because the RAM officers Telt the
noose tightening around their necks. They had to sirike on
that day before Ver could neutralize them in a wave of arrests.

On 23 February Reagan issued a press statement ex-
pressing disquiet at Enrile’s revelations the night before of
massive electoral fraud. But the people at that moment were
already blocking tanks with their bodies. They were in the
midst of insurrection. What Reagan thought of the elections
no longer mattered to them. They knew Cory had won and
they were determined to enforce her victory.

Mot until Monday, 24 February, did Reagan issue a threat
to withdraw military aid should loyalist troops attack the rebel
camps. That was what Enrile wanted on Saturday. When it
eventually came on Monday, it was too late. The balance of
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forces had tuened in the rebels’ favor. RAM had seized the
strategic inftative and it was already Marcos who badly needed
American protection,

Inadvertently to be sure, the ultra-Left sectarians rein-
torced Reagan’s effort to steal glory from the Filipino people.
By spreading the baseless theory that the February Revolu-
tion was “scripted by the Americans™, they pave Reapan what
he. badly needed to refurbish his now dubious image as a
master of foreign policy.

The Aquino Government

The February Revolution supplanted the Marcos dictator-
ship with a democratic government but state power remains
with the capitalist class. The crucial policies of the new regime
are not designed to ree the country from neocolonial capital-
ism. The commanding heights of the economy were wrested
from the “crony capitalists™, only to be handed over to
another faction of the same class.

The new economic managers are obsessed with the resto-
ration of the market mechanism. Their fury is focused on the
big corporations owned by Marcos and his relatives and
cronies, Some 180 such corporations have already been seques-
tered, but the OICs are invariably recruited from the business
community who run them like regular capitalist enterprises.
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The Minister of Trade, himsell a representative ol bip business,
assures the Makati Business Club {nervous about the socialistic
pronouncements of the Labor Minister) that the sequesterad
corporations will eventually be privatized.

In the political sphere, the changes are clearly desizned 1o
cripple the Marcas machine, removing the slighiest possibility
of restoration. The 1973 constitution has been discarded and a
pew one is aboul to be writlen. The Batasang Pambansa. des-
pised a3 “the world's most expensive rubber stamp™, has been
abolished . KBL officials from the cabinet down to the munici-
palities have been purped. Lovalist generals of the armed
lforces have either been retived. kept in a freezer or placed
under house arrest. Suddenly starved of spoils, the barangay
captains are left to nurse their wounds i silence or mobilize
their remaining followers in pathetic sallies for the return of a
rotten benefactor.

Limits of the Revolution

But the daily lives of ordinary people have not improved
o a significani degree. They continue to encounter corrag-
tion, inefficiency and burcaucratic arrogance in the public
service. In certain areas military atrocities persist. The time
factor cannot explain all this. (Cory’s team, of course, has only
been a hundred days in office.) But there is a2 more funda-
mental and, therefore, maore disturbing reason: the new
povernment i excessively cautious because it wanis 1o avoid
confrontation with powerful forces in the neocolonial estab-
lishment. Instead of taking the fullest advantage of the revolu-
tionary circumstances that brought it to power and capital-
izing on the tremendous popularity it still enjoys, it hesitates
te tamper with socio-economic and political structures other
than those divectly linked to Marcos.

Indecisiveness is typical of a bourgeais-democratic regime,
although by no means an unavoidable feature. It regards
caution as the key to stability. “Please don't rock the boat,”
Cory tells the restive masses. They heed her plea because they
appreciate the odds against her. But time does not solve any
problem. At the rate her ministers and OICs are clowning like
old politicians or learning to behave like bureaucrats, time will
work against her. Unless she can revive popular enthusiasm
with an inspiring reform program, the euphoria that swept her
tooffice may turn into destructive cynicism.

A show of “moderation” is evidently intended to placate
the native elite and the Americans. But it simultaneously
ercdes faith in g populist leader. Filipinos, aftec all, have every
right to expect improvements in their material conditions and
a remedy for the age-old social inequities. Those who suffered
50 long and have had a recent taste of victory will not wait
larever.

The structures which Cory’s povernment is too scared to
touch are also the roots of these inequitics, ln 1972 Marcos
skillfully used the people’s craving for social justice by posing
a5 the arch-enemy of oligarchs. Some progressive individuals

were willing tor give martial law a chance precisely for (his
reason. They turned hostile to him when it became abundantly
clear that he was brecding a new olizarchy of “crony capital-
ists™,

I owould be most unwise tor the Cory sovernment to
assume thal ordinary people are just interested to see the
cronies out. Free enterprise only excites the capitalisis because
it means a brighter prospect for business. For the unpoliticized
masses, however, it 15 2 matter of mdifference; and for the
politicized, it is positively reprehensible. Overturnineg Marcos’
machinery of theft and coercion is necessary but insufficient
to achieve social justice, Unless accompanied by basic and
thorough-going reforms, it will just resuscitate the traditional
iUl ies.

A hourgenis-democratic cevolution must resolutely move
forward or history will consign it te oblivion, Such a revolu-
tion cannot stand still Halfoway solutions to monumental
praoblems appease people, but only for & while, Either Cory
heeds the clamour for change and pursues the historical
process through to the end, or she puts her regime in danger,
Perpetual vacillation on fundamental issues will result in an
[ndonesian Seplember { Rightwing coup) or a Russian October
{ Leftwing insurrection}. In history, “'miracles” do not happen
twice because people are bound to modify their behaviour
after the first unexpectad experience.

Fatrick Uy/People Power
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Forces in the Government

ldealogical heterogeneity is one of the most outstaiding
features of the new government. The composition of the
cabinet reflects the diversity of forces which supported Cory
in the last elections or defected to her camp in the February
revalution. Beyond a common disdain for Marces, there is
little else to hold them tosether. The government itsell” has
become an arena of class strugele. What makes this unlikely
coalition fragile is that the five identifiable blocs within hawve
divergent perspectives, and each is backed and pressured by
forces outside the govermment.

To understand the conerete nature of Cory's vovernment.
we should anmalyze the component blocs: (1) UNIDO, (1)
PDP-Laban, (3) the Makati Mafia, (4) Enrile, and {3) the
progressives,

L. DUNIDO is a relic of a bygone age. 1L consists of vld
siyle machine politicians, many of whom supported Marcas
in the early years of martial law but turned pppositionists
only when his bankrupt regime could no longer provide
encugh patronage for everyone,

Aspiring  for  Washington’s  endorsemént, LINIDO
dissociated from the Convenors Group over the dismantling
of American military bases and the release of all political
prisoners. When she agreed Lo run under its banner, Cory
adopted UNIDO's ambiguous stance on the bases but stuck
to her position on the detainges. UNIDO expected a Cory- Doy
victory to boost its political fortunes through the old patro-
nage system. When Marcos fell, several KBL parliamentarians
wanted to defect and UNIDO, following the principle of
“politics is addition”, was only too eager to accommodate
them. That could have made UNIDO the majority party in the
Batasan. But Cory showed utter contempt for these “balim-
bings” and, instead of extending the hand of welcome, she
deprived them of jobs by doing away with the Batasan.

2. PDP-Laban is challenging UNIDO in its own turf. The
two parties are now bitterly squabbling over the appointment
of officers-in-charge of provinces, cities and municipalities.
As Minister of Local Governments, Aquilino Pimentel is
sccused of abusing his authority by choosing only PDP-Laban
members or prospective members.

PDP-Laban party consists of relatively young and vaguely
reformist politicians, most of whom came to national pro-
minence only during the martial law period. Their anti-fascist
credentials are more impressive than UNIDOYs. They also claim
lo be more coherent idenlogically since all applicants for party
membership are required to undergo an ideological formation
program. In an honest-to-goodness canvass of members, this is
probably the larger of the two parties in Cory’s government.
And begause it has a democratic policy-making structure,
PDP-Laban is more open to pressures from below and tends
to be more reflective of current thinking than UNIDO. On the
US bases, human rights, agrarian reform and the economic
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disproportionate to its size because the government desperate-
y needs external funds for the CODNOMIC TECOVEry progrant.

recovery program, its announced policies come close to the
pasitions of the cause-oriented groups. Aside from the progres-
sive hloe in the Aquino gavernment (about which mare will be
said later), PDP-Laban should be regarded as a potential ally of
the socialist mevement.

5 What we call the “Makati Mafic” is not a party but &
hloe af likeaninded ministers representing big business. [t gocs
by varipus names assigned by mischievous outsiders. They have
also been branded as the “Jesuit Mafia™ and “Council of
Trent™ on account of their ostentatious religiousity.

i has @ narrow base of support loeally, being confined to
the big husiness community. Bul this inadequacy is compen-
sated by the trust of the US and the international banking
community. The Makali Mafia therefore wiclds an influence

But the most eminent personalities in this bloc are weakened
by having skeletons in their closels due to previous associal-
tions with Marcos and his brother-in-law.

The Makati Mafia is the main conduit of US imperialisim
in Cory's povernment: But it s also the most vulnerable
Unless the Americans arrange with IME-Warld Bank a generous
package For the Philippines, the influence of this ultra-conser-
valive Bloe it hound to decline. I what Jose “Jobo” Fer
nandez and Jaime Ongpin get will be the standard package of
devaluation, wage freese, higher taxes, ete., popular pressures
will Torce Jobo out, Ongpin’s clout will be clipped, and given
his “prima donna’ tendency, this may just parsiade im to
resipn-as well,

4. FEnrile constitules a bloe all to himself, an odd bali m
the anti-faseist government of Cory, He served as the martial
faw administrator and remained a Marcos lackey until his
fateful defection on 22 February Although his role in bringing
down Marcos is well appreciated, suspicions of hidden wealth
and culpability in human rights abuses cast i shadow on his
character. Like the Makati Mafia, he enjoys American confi-
dence, heing conservative and a staunch defender of neo-
colonialism. He is the type ol strong leader that Reagan wants
for the Third World,

His current power status has been overrated. The foreign
media describe Enrile as the power behind the throne. But
events do not hear this put. He meekly retreated every time
Cory slapped him down. For instance, he objected to the
release of Sison and Dante, but Cory nonetheless honoured
her pledge te free all political prisoners. He strongly oppposed
the declaration ol a “revolutionary government”. bul Cory
just the same threw away the 1973 constitution anel abolished
the Batasan. Lately he turned down the request of Amnesty
International to investigate the human rights situation after
February, but Cory opened the doors and even thanked this
Mobel Prize-winning organization for its continuing concern
in the Filipino people.

Note of Enrile’s recommendees has been appointed to the
cabinet. Only in the local governments of Region 2 does he
have a say in appointments. Even his own deputy the
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mvinistry ol naticost detense 18 Cory’s chodce, There & éven a
suspicion that Geneial et s there 1o wateh his meve for o
possible conspiracy,

Like Laurel, he has cavse 10 conspire, bur both are
reafistic enough 1o know that no one can stand up o Cury as
of now. Pechaps they are just biding their time, waitog Gor Lhe
euphoria o die down and her popularity o sink, With
America’s hlessings, they might even draw Lhe Makati Mata to
a conservative united front. But unless Cory makes s fatal
error, they have ne chance. Against her, they may not aven be
able to count on Gen: Ramos and the RAM. And wichout the
military on their side. 8 conservative conspiracy - futile.

5. The progressive bloe is n zeneric term for cabinet
mwinisters like Jose Diokoo, loker Arroyvo, Augusio Sanchesz,
Rene Sapuisag, Jovito Salonga and Mita Pardo de Tavera,
They are persons of impeccable intesrity with unhlentishied
records of resistance to the Marcas dictatorship. As activists
and human rights lawyers, some  suffered  imprisonmen
for their courage, The Americans regard them with hostility
and big business view them with suspicion. Their capacity to
influence policy depends to a great cxtent on the support
they get from the periphery, e the people’s democratic
movement from where they came and of which they remain
an imtegral part: They are the most dependable allies of the
socialist movement, far more so than the relormist politicians
PDP-Laban.

Forces at the Periphery

We consider the overthrow of Marcos a revoltetion rather
than a restoration becavse of the preatly enhanced role of the
masses in our political life. Whereas in the bourgenis democ-
racy before martial law popular participation was confined to
suffrage (ie., choosing which faction of the ruling class would
repress and represent them), the experience of strupgle has
raised toa very high level the political understanding, organiza-
tion and militancy of the masses. People’s power is a new
reality which did not disappear with the disappearance of
Marcos.

Led by IC (Independent Caucus, now lkaown as BISIG)
and BANDILA, the cause-oriented organizations which partici-
pated in Cory’s election campaign have banded together in
LAKAS, Their aim is to institutionalize people’s power, ie., o

organize the unorganized supporters of Cory and turn what
Was i Spontaneous ouipouring into g conscieus political force

Withowr orsanized support, Cory could not withstand pres-
sures Irom the politicians, big business and American imper-
nlisnt.

BAY AN suffered a setback as a result of its boyeort line
in the last clections. Bul rectification process is now going on
and, hopefully, BAYAN will emerge from it revitalized and
cured of sectarian tendencies. Then it would be possible to
realize its orginal purpose of establishing a genuine united
Irant.

Meanmwhile, recently released political prisoners who were
generalty eritical of 1the boyeotl line have taken parallel
initiatives. The rationale of the Yolunteers for Popular Democ-
racy {WED), for instance, is akin to LAKAS, and we should
explors the possibility of a LAKASVPD alliance as a first step
toward a genuine united front. Also worth a closer study is the
Partido ng Bavan. Although its tactic of contesting elections
may be incongruous with our stratesy, some of ils professed
poals are akin to aspects of our socialist vision.

A principled unity of all progressive forces is absolutely
necessary Lo combat the conservative tendencies in the new
sovernment and sustain the revohiionary character of the
FFebruary Revolution.

Tasks Ahead

The “nothing has changed™ theory (a wvariation of
“changing of the guards™) is as harmlul a5 it s wrong, 1t
ohscures the crueial ditference between bourgeois diclatorship
(fascism) and bourgeois democracy. To take it at Tace value js
to blind ourselves to the vast opportunities for advancing
socialism, It also shackles us Lo styles of political work that
may be appropriate to conditions of illegality even when a
broadened democratic space has already been unfurled.

We are in fact freer now than at any time in our history,
nol in the formal sense of having freedoms enshrined in the
system of laws (even the Marcos constitution “guarantecd™
frecdoms!), but'in the sense that we value our rights and
liberties more because we had to fight for them. Prior to
martial law, “democracy™ was handed to us by a foreign
power; and it served as a facade for elite rule because people
entrusted the process of governance entirely to the politicians

arcl bureaverats: Today the politicians and bureaucrats are.

trying 1o govern in the old way but the people who have
become more politicized and better organized through the
strugele against a ruthless despot have the capacity and the will
Lo inlervene.

Cynics argue that the present situation is so volatile thar
the freedoms we enjoy today may be snatched away tomar-
row, That is a real possibilily, especially if all we do s to
celebrate democracy. But freedoms become real to the extent
that we dare to use them. The cynics' reluctance to act in
freedom will turn the possibility into a certainty. Fascism
thrives where people are scared to he free.

It was more out of luck than foresight that we heid Gu
precongress conference in January, on the eve of the revalu.
tiom. We resolved to push through the socialist campaizn with
the threai of repression hanging above our heads: After the
dictatorship was demalished by people’s power, we have more
reason to fight for socialism with enhanced vigor.

As we noted eatlier, the people did not keep the powe
they won in the February Revolution but handed it over e
liberal bourgeaisie who, in turn, are ound o wse it Far their
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own class interests, 1 is therefore illusory 1o expect the new
government, no matter how sincere and amiable compared
to its predecessor, to carry out the reforms that meet the
people’s objective needs. The initiative for meaningful reforms
must come from the people themselves. and peaple’s power or
pressure politics will have to be applied. The role of BISIG
is o equip the working people with the skills 1o extrac
reforms from the liberal democratic povernment, and ultimate-
Iy to wield power themselves and build a socialist society,

From the above analyses of the revolution and the Cory
Aquina povernment, we can identify five general tasks of the
new socialist movement.

Thearetical Work

For many vears the progressive movement in the Philip-
pines specialized in negative propaganda, exposing and op-
posing the Marcos regime without having o offer a compren-
hensgive and coherent alternative, Since we neglected theore-
tival work, we left the field entirely to the reactionary and
reformist institutions which joined the anti<dictatorship move.
ment, As a consequence, when Marcos fell and suddenly, we
had & government in search for a program, the Opus Dei and
the Jesuits were the only ones to respond immediately,

The Socialist Vision is a preliminary effort {o develop
such an alternative prograny. But this is necessarily inadequate
to meet the need for ideas on cconomic recovery and social
reforms. The general principles in the Socialist Fiston have to
be fleshed out, defended, and concretized in relation to
current happenings and the day-to-day problems of the peaple.
In this effort, we should not only address ourselves to the
Cory government but also, and more impartantly, to the
Filiping workers in whose hands lie the future of our country,

Chrpanizational Work

Theoretical work is sterile apart from practical organizing
work. In this ares, too, the possibilities are great. The libera-
tive experience people have only recently gone through has
made them realize the tremendous power of collective action.
It is easier now than ever in the past to explain why our poli-
tical future must not be entrusted to goverment: why the
peaple, if democracy s to become real, must continuously
ittervene in the process of governance, relentlessly apply
pressures from below, I this government drifts down the path
of its predecessors, becoming insensitive to the people’s needs
and aspirations, then the people will readily recognize the
need 1o transcend it

Special attention should he given to bringing socialist
ideas to the worling class and organizing the workers not only
to promote and defend their economic interests but also to
discharge their historie mission of building a socialist society,

Alignee Building

In the last vear we were forced to fight ultra-Left sec-
tariandam  in the movement, The dramatic turn of events
fully vindicated our principled position. Recognition of their
mistake has inspired the other sections of the movement to
undertake a painstaking process of rectification. But we must
combat in ourselves the arropance we deplore in others, The
“we told you so' attitude flatters our epo but does not contri-
bute positively to the liberation struggle,

More urgent in a hourgeois democratic resime than under
a dictatarship is the need to unify all progressive forces. This
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alone can sustain and despen a process that history has already
setin motion, Cory’s government, by its nature anmd by ity
composition, has become a battleground of contending forces,
LIS nnperialism, which backed Marces till the hitter end, is
mow teying 1o court the povernment. And we have seen that
there are power hlacs within which are amenable 10 a com-
profise with imperialism. Alone, we lack the sirength to
counteract them; but in collaboration with other progressive
aroALps, wWe can be strong,

BISIG  should  therefore  consolidate  relations with
BANDHLA in the framework of LAKAS. Al the same Lime, we
should reestablish lines with BAY AN and participate in ifs
activities which coincide with our own program of action. In
view af the fact that the arropant and manipulative techniques
that split BAY AN last wear are being subjected 1o severe self-
criticism, we can: help immensely to promote rectification by
opening anew the prospect of a broad united fronl on the
principles which the sectarians violated.

Combat Conservatism in the New Government

“The present situation is so volatile and Cory's governmenl
is 50 heterogeneous that it has a tendency to apply the brakes
and slide back. Since power has only been transferred 1o
another Taction of the same ruling class. the bad habits and
disastrous policies of its predecessors invariably reassert them-
selves. There are already unmistakable signs of this in Cory’s
govern ment .

L'NIDDY s contending with PDP-Laban for the meaper
spodils mvailable to an impoverished government. The hig bosses
of the Makati Mafia are apain consorting with LIS imperialiso.
Despite  disturhing  reports of continuing atroeities, Enrile

confines the reforms in the armed forces o a reshufTle of

afficers at the top. Corruption, inefficiency, wastefulness and
bureauecratic arrogance still characterize the public service,

Sociabisrs should join hands with the nat-dems, soc-dams
and libdems to resist backsliding and push the revolution
forward by conlronting the conservative forces at all fronts.
While cxposing and opposing their policies, the more import-
ant task of BISIG is to formulate, advocate and defend the
ancialist alternative.

Defend Our Revolutionary Gains

While being conscious of the limitations of Cory’s zovern-
ment, we recognize thatl its positive aspects are predominant.
We st defend il against reactionary plots. Since the Marcos
loyalists are just a minor nuisance, the gravest danper 1o Cory
may come [rom within her own government. Intoxicated by
vickory inoa war they did not have to fight hecause hunuin
harricadles stopped the tanks senl oul to crush them, some
senjor oflicers of the New AFP threatened 1o “lyneh™ prog-
ressive ministers and “march to Malacafiang™. They must be
put in their proper places before this drunken boast becomes
dSETIOWS conspiracy.

The old politicians are also dangerous because of their
uverwhchnim-, ambition and their readiness to ally with any
foree that promises to serve their interests. That is why they
have alwoys been accessible Lo imperialist pressures, Socialists
must abways be atert to the Tist signs of a plot between the old
politicians and disgruntled elements in the government.

Potentially destabilizing are Marcos [ollowers who refuss
te concede defeat. AL the moment they are just a past, but
they can he daogerous iU certain Mactors activate the closel
loalists in the armed forces.

Ruoger

e's Power
mle’s Power
People’s Prwer

THs your fault
for walking around
scaring dewoera-

tic people
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