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APPENDIX 5.17

MARCOS PAYS FOR PROPAGANDA

For Every Tear A Victory helped win Marcos the 1965 elections. It is the
foundational book on the Marcos mythology. Even today, at the
Ferdinand E. Marcos Presidential Center museum in Batac, Ilocos
Norte, the exhibits are arranged based on the book’s narrative. How
much did it cost to make this crucial text? According to a public
relations specialist hired by the Marcoses, Leonard Saffir, Marcos paid
at least USD 15,000.00 (about PHP 58,500.00 in 1963) to the book’s
author, Hartzell Spence, and guaranteed McGraw-Hill, the book’s
publisher, a sale of the book worth USD 10,000.00. To understand
how expensive this deal was, the annual salary in 1963 of the Philippine
president was PHP 30,000.00 as per the 1935 Constitution (the
controlling law on this matter until 1964).

As to the literary merit of the Marcos biography written by Hartzell
Spence, Nick Joaquin, writing as Quijano de Manila, has this to say:

[I]f the Spence book is corn, it’s corn on the cob . . . . In tone,
the Spence book, as everybody has heard by now, is rude and
offensive. Spence admires Marcos but detests Filipinos . . . .
Spence is . . . heavy going. He tends to be turgid and is capable
of atrocity: “When at last he became normal, the doctors
marveled at his recovery and said he was sufficiently convalescent
to have a tub bath. He and God have been close ever since, and
Imelda, having witnessed his experience, has drawn closer to
her husband, until today they are almost inseparable.” After
reading such a passage, and remembering how the book has got
poor Mr. Marcos in dutch with his paisanos, one begins to
wonder just what Hartzell Spence was really up to. (de Manila
[1981] 2013, 147–48)
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