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APPENDIX 5.17

MARrcos PAYS FOR PROPAGANDA

For Every Tear A Victory helped win Marcos the 1965 elections. It is the
foundational book on the Marcos mythology. Even today, at the
Ferdinand E. Marcos Presidential Center museum in Batac, Ilocos
Norte, the exhibits are arranged based on the book’s narrative. How
much did it cost to make this crucial text! According to a public
relations specialist hired by the Marcoses, Leonard Saffir, Marcos paid
at least USD 15,000.00 (about PHP 58,500.00 in 1963) to the book’s
author, Hartzell Spence, and guaranteed McGraw-Hill, the book’s
publisher, a sale of the book worth USD 10,000.00. To understand
how expensive this deal was, the annual salary in 1963 of the Philippine
president was PHP 30,000.00 as per the 1935 Constitution (the
controlling law on this matter until 1964).

As to the literary merit of the Marcos biography written by Hartzell
Spence, Nick Joaquin, writing as Quijano de Manila, has this to say:

[I]f the Spence book is corn, it’s corn on the cob . . . . In tone,
the Spence book, as everybody has heard by now, is rude and
offensive. Spence admires Marcos but detests Filipinos . . . .
Spence is . . . heavy going. He tends to be turgid and is capable
of atrocity: “When at last he became normal, the doctors
marveled at his recovery and said he was sufficiently convalescent
to have a tub bath. He and God have been close ever since, and
Imelda, having witnessed his experience, has drawn closer to
her husband, until today they are almost inseparable.” After
reading such a passage, and remembering how the book has got
poor Mr. Marcos in dutch with his paisanos, one begins to
wonder just what Hartzell Spence was really up to. (de Manila

[1981] 2013, 147-48)

Reference
de Manila, Quijano [Nick Joaquin]. (1981) 2013. Reportage on Politics. Mandaluyong
City: Anvil Publishing, Inc.
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LEONARD SAFFIR

80 East End Avenue
New York 28, New York
U. S. L.

February 7, 1963

Senator Ferdinand L. Marcos
204 Ortega Street

San Juan, Rizal

The Philippinea

Deur Senator Marcoss

I received your letter of Jonuary 31, 1963 today. I
am sorry for any delays but 1 hed agsumed that my
letter of December 20 covered all the points repgarding
Hurtzell Snence. 1 hope you received it slong with
the biogruphicul mnterials I sent on Spence.

I tolked with the book editor ngnin at McGraw [lill
toduy and Spence is still anxicus to do ihe book.
Though, he nust have a decision soon so he can organize
his schedule.

The denl is this. Spence waents 315,000 plus expenses
to write the book. He is excellent, has & good
reputution und well worihk this price.

McGraw 1lill agrees to publish the hook and give it
better thun averauge promotion. They feel it will be
u good prestipe book for their catolopue. We must
guarentee McGraw lill 510,000 in s:les. This me.ns
that if they sell only %7,000 worth of books, we owe
them 33,000,

Thus, the maximum o book will cost is 525,000 and that
is only if NO books are sold. We are certoin to meidl
it preat de.l. It is an excellent deul I feel, We
bhuve a very importent publishing company and » top
wuthor,

The £11,000 I had requested is to he divided as an
ndvance %0 quinhor und publisher. 1 bave not taken

into consider tion my fee, A8 you Iknow, we discussed

n fee of 43000 u monthk whieh veu hod expected to atart
by now. 0Of course I cen be.r wit! you, your current
situution in your Senate presidency figlit und I realize
the deluy. 1 do hope, though, that I cen get some

part of my fee soon.

(more)
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T you would like to mo imolo the book fdenl and
futore plans [urilber, perhons il would he wiae
for mysell or mysell nnd iarry Veller to {1y to
Penile ot which time we ecould digcuse nll plins,
Tl ae 1ot me know your [eelincs shout this.

I left % poasciates lnlt & Siegel recentlys  They
epulit not pet inierested in the tmepiness ami 1 lelt
ey fature wien very limited wiil them. Ther, im foet,
I helicve are soing imte their parenta horiness.
ierry YWellber, who oo you Know in oy estimetion, in
topa, is still wiil me and we will stey lowether.

Wa both very much would lilke to Liteh our whjon

Lo var,

It you h.ve not heawrd, there has Lheen o pewspiner
girilke im New Yor: Gity for over two wmonthas now.
A1 the pn‘_lhn:-rs are out nd the eitly has renlly
been hord Lil economierlly.

lowever, Wnrry and I, nlome witt anobher I'riend
gturted on interim newspnper which will lust anly
for e durntian of the newapopor atrike. It wna

n miracle every doy and unbelievible as it may weem,
todry (our O04l issue) we bave o circul.tion almoat
ome hall million abd our cross wfvertising billings
huve sxceoded ane i1lien dallnrs. uf Balll:8,
axpensra are very high tiougl we do shew n profit
prow., 1 feel, howevery bt ihe sitrike will be over
very ahortly ond we will be cut of businees.
Kiturelly, boe use of tie paper, our repotation

Laa gone aky hizh ond we hove rdded meny mare

poad coplacta to our List, LDnclosed .ren fow
stories obout our paper, | thous & ou might ha
inierested in lookins at; one from the Bew Yorker;
the other from the Uverse s Preas Llub Sulletin.

Flecse lot me bhe.r from vou soon and | hepe EBAL
Eees ua working wery claascly.

My wormest pergennl regards aml olecse extend thiease
to your wonderiul wite cnd Tlem,

Sinearely,

' Tl f
Logodid Saffly
"f

Source

Presidential Commission on Good Government Files (through Meynardo Mendoza
and the National Historical Commission of the Philippines), Roll No. 135, File
Nos. 588-89.
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Ma y 29, 1503

Mr. Hartsell Spence
Neck Road, Old Lyme
cennecticutt, y.3. A.

pear Mr. jpence,

1 have sent you through the Repunlic Baak Sgr manila)
and the pank of New York, the amount <of $7,500.00 in
accerdance with our agreement.

1 ssnt the amount te you direct bscauss of the short-
ness of time given me to attend to this matter. Yeu see
I am in the midst of u personal crisis involving my pesi-
tien as President of the Senate ana have not been able te
attend teo my correspomdence,

I am informing Mr. Leonard Saffir ol this by letter,

please be assured of my pleasure at being identi-
fied with you and your efforts.

Kindly inform me when you wish to come to the phi-
lippined mo that we can make the proper travel and acce-
modation arrangements.

Sincarely,

)
¢ 1l :
FERDINAND . MARCQS

f. -

Source

Presidential Commission on Good Government Files (through Meynardo Mendoza
and the National Historical Commission of the Philippines), Roll No. 135, File No.
595.



