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Ferdinand Marcos: Exile; <,
Fugitive or Prisoner?

THIRTY MOMNTHS HAVE PASSED SINCE
the flight of the dictator to Hawaii. Yet he con-
tinues lo be a thorn on the side of the Cory
Aquino government. Today Filipinos are deba-
ting whether he should be allowed to return to
the cauntry he ruled for 20 vears, even as the
government alternates between letting the
courts decide the legal grounds for denying or
giving him travel documents, and invoking its
political prerogative to keep him out of the
country for as long as necessary,

Al the center of this controvarsy is the quest-
ion of Marcos's status. Is he an exile banished
to atoreign country by his own governmeant? A
fugitive wha left his country to avold the wrath
ol his own people? Or a prisoner being forcibly
delained by a foreign power?

I is & fact that Marcos was fetched from the
Malacanang palace by helicopters sent by the
LS embassy in Manila on the night of February
25, 1986, Tegether with his immediate family
and some close confidantes, he then passed the
night in Clark Air Force Base. The follawing
morning they were taken by a US Air Force
plane to Hawaii.

Marcos loyalist supporters claim that their
president had been taken against his will by
agents of the US government. Marcos himself
had been quoted as saying that all the while he
thought he was being brought to llocos Morte,
his home province, thus implying that the
American autharities had somehow deceived
him. In any event, he has not protested his
“captivity"' to tfis American captors.

In Hawaii, he seems to be free to move
around, But he cannot Jeave 1S lerritory with-
aut the consent of the Os government. And the
US government has said that it is simply honar-
ing the request of the Agquino government to
keep him there until the latter decides what to
do with him. That seems to make the former
dictator, more or lass, a forced exile,

Yet, the Aquino government has never ack-
nowledged that it has exiled or banished Mar-
tos to the US, though by its own actions, it
appears to be operating under this premise.
For example, the Solicitor General of the Cory
government recently stated that the govern-
ment alms to keep Marcos out of the country
until he has filed all the necessary cases
against him. The issue, he said, is political, not
legal,

While saying that Marcos is lo be kept out of
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the tountry for now because he Is still capable
of causing trouble, the Aguino government in-
tends at the same time to prasecute him before
Philippine courts. This implies that, In time he
will be "hrought back'', whether ha likes il or
not, to answer far his crimes against the Filipi-
na natign. This makes him, therefore, not just
an exile "'to be allowed to come home' in the
spirit of national reconciliation, forgiveness or
whatever, but a fugitive to be arresiad and ex-
tradited.

Is Marcos then a Us prisoner, an exile, or a
fugitive? The Aquino government has not
made up its mind. In characleristic fashion, it
i5 probably waiting for the situation to resolve
itself. Perhaps through the merciful final act of
lupus  erythematosus  (Marcos's reputed
illness)?

In the meanwhile the ald fox in Hawaii is
having fun exploiting the contradictions aris-
ing from the incoherence of the Aquino posi-
tion. When the Solicitor General moved to per-
petuate the testimony of a dying Marcos crony
against his former boss, the fallan dictator
promptly invoked his right to be present at the
proceedings, Oue process, two words which
the present government constantly invokes to
axplain its inefficiency and slowness, seems to
require that Marcos be allowed to return ta wit-
ness and challenge the perpetuation of a crony
testimony, which may be used against him
later. Through a sister in Manila, Marcos de-
manded that the Sandiganbayan compel the is-
suance of travel documents to him so that he
could be present at the proceedings. |t was at
this point that the Aguina governmeant through
the Solicitor General, moved o strike out the
Marcos petition from the records of the courts,
invoking, this time, its palitical prerogative o
keep Marcos out of the country.

This raises the questions whether It is at al|
possible for the Aquino government to deal
with Marcos other than as a political issus.
After all it was a political act of the Filipino
people that drove Marcos out of the country. It
was also a political act of the people that instal-
led Mrs. Aquino to the presidency. It seems so
incongruous today for the government of the
February Revalution to start being legalistic
with Marcos. But then it was the Aquino gov-
ernment, through its own action and inactian,
that subsequently nulllfied the revaluticnary
character of its own beginnings.



