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evil the characters discover within their worlds. I would like to think that 
despite the severity of this evil, the stories still have a sense of hope. The 
characters in the stories are able to overcome this evil with their ability 
to empathize with an equally suffering other. In a sense, the children in 
these stories come of age by learning to live responsibly in the worlds they 
occupy, sharing with the other not only their suffering but also their joy. 
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